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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE deſign of the following Letters, ſuppoſed 
s 2 to be written, as the greateſt part of them 
really were, to a youth of quality at ſchool, is to 
ſhew, that the path leading to the knowledge of 
GEOGRAPHY, is not fo dull, rugged and diſagree- 
able, as moſt young people are apt to imagine at 
their firſt ſetting out; but, on the contrary, that 
it is capable of giving as much pleaſure and en- 
tertainment as thoſe filly things that are daily of- 
fred to the Public under the enchanting names of 
romances, tales, and novels. How far the Author 
has ſucceeded, he chearfully ſubmits to the deciſion 
of the candid and judicious Reader, and acquieſces 
in his determination, 


KAD EN TI MENT 
To THE FIFTH EDITION. 


HE Bookſeller with pleaſure takes this oppor- 

tunity of returning his ſincere and grateful ac- 
knowledgments to the Public in general, and the 
Inſtructors of Youth in particular, for the very fa- 
vourable reception they have given to the four former 
Editions of this Work. At the fame time he begs 
leave to inform them, that the preſent Edition has 
undergone a thorough reviſal and correction, and 
has received many conſiderable additions and im- 
provements. Some errors, that had formerly eſ- 
caped, are here carefully rectified: ſome articles, 
that might ſeem to have been miſplaced, are here 
transferred to their proper fituation. Two whole 
letters are now inſerted, viz. Letter II. giving an 
account of the Solar Syſtem; and Letter VI. con- 
taining the deſcription of a New Geographical 
Clock, or an inſtrument for ſhewing the hour of 
the day at all places in the world. Three new 
cuts are likewiſe added, viz. A large Map of the 
World, on which are delineated the different tracts 
of Captain Cook's ſhips in his ſeveral voyages 
round the World; firſt, in the Endeavour, in 1768, 
1769, 1770, and 1771; ſecondly, in the Reſolu- 
tion, in 1772, 1773, 1774, and 1775; and thirdly, 
in the ſame ſhip, in 1776, 1777, 1778, 1779, and 
1780, The other two new cuts are, a plate of a 
New Geographical Clock, and a plate of tne Ter- 
reſtrial Globe. In a word, the Proprietor has 
ſpared no trouble or expence in order to reader 
this work, what he hopes, upon examination, it 
will be found to be, the moſt eaſy and complete 
introduction to the ſtudy of Geography that has 
hitherto been publiſhed, 
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Introductory; on the Uſefulneſs of Geography. 


MY DEAR BOY, London, —— 

12 extremely well pleaſed with the account 

your tutor gives me of the progreſs yau make 
in your claſſical ſtudies. I have often told you, and 
I am perſuaded you are thoroughly convinced, 
| how abſolutely neceſlary a perfect knowledge of 
the Latin and Greek authors would be to you; and 
I have as often obſerved to you, in my former let- 
ters, that an intimate acquaintance with the im- 
mortal compoſitions of Greece and Rome is ex- 
pected from every one who is in rank above that of 
the loweſt mechanic, whom fortune has 


Doom'd to ſcythes and ſpades, 
And all ſuch hard, laborious trades. 


In ſhort, claſſical learning will be an ornament 
to you, while young, and a comfort to you when 


1 B old. 
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MY DEAR BOY, London, —— 

| ns extremely well pleaſed with. the account 

your tutor gives me of the progreſs yau make 
in your claſſical ſtudies. I have often told you, and 
I am perſuaded you are thoroughly convinced, 
how abſolutely neceſlary a perfect knowledge of 
the Latin and Greek authors would be to you; and 
I have as often obſerved to you, in my former let- 
ters, that an intimate acquaintance with the im- 
mortal compoſitions of Greece and Rome is ex- 
pected from every one who is in rank above that of 
the loweſt mechanic, whom fortune has 


Doom'd to ſcythes and ſpades, 
And all ſuch hard, laborious trades. 


In ſhort, claſſical learning will be an ornament 
to you, while young, and a comfort to you when 
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old. But there is a ſtudy, which will be a neceſſary 
and pleaſing aſſiſtant to you in underitanding the 
ancient hiſtorians, without which you will find 
them, in many places, obſcure, and unintelligible; 
I mean Geography. It is of the greateſt import. 
ance, and deſerves your conſtant attention; for it 
is not enough for you to know what has been done 
formerly, in ages and countries different from your 
own, or to review. thoſe great events which have 
happened on this terreſtrial globe, in its various pe- 
riods; but you mutt know where they have been 
done. Thus, Geography will ſhew you that the 
famous town of Troy, which once made ſo great 
a figure, and is rendered immortal by the poems 
of Virgil and Homer, was ſeated upon a riſing 
ground near Mount Ida, and about five miles from 
the ſhore, in Phrygia, a province of Aſia; and that 
Carthage, the reſidence of the unhappy Queen Dido, 
ſtood in a province of Africa, called 4frica-propria, 
now the kingdom of Tunis.—Don't think that the 
path of knowledge, I now call upon you to purſue, 
will be rugged, dull, or diſagreeable; on the con- 
trary, I truſt you will find it ſmooth, cheerful, and 
entertaining, To learn the ſituations, cuſtoms, 
and manners—the force, riches, and trade of the 


various parts of the world; to trace in a map the 


wanderings of Ulyſſes and Æneas, their voyages, 
f | | their 
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their perils, and their ſhipwrecks ;—to follow Alex- 
ander in his route from Macedonia to Perſia, and 
the Ganges, over mountains, rivers, and an im- 
menſe extent of land, without his fatigues, and un- 
embarraſſed by his difficulties ;—to traverſe with 
| the immortal Cook through unknown tracts of 
occan, and explore new lands, without encounter- 
ing his dangers; —what is there in all this, that 
does not promiſetne higheſt entertainment? Beſides, 
as Geography is the common ſubject of conver- 
ſation, it is a ſhame to be wholly ignorant of it. 

As this 18 a field hitherto untrodden by you, I 
cannot reſiſt the pleaſing temptation of adding 
to your improvement, by guiding you myſelf 
through it,—-In my following letters, therefore, I 
will endeavour to give you ſuch a general idea of 
this important ſcience, as it is a diſgrace to a gen- 
tleman not to poſſeſs; and to make it as eaſy and 
pleaſing as poſible to you, I will accompany 
my letters with ſchemes and maps drawn with my 
own hand, and of which I ſhall always expect from 
you accurate copies. 


I am, my dear child, 


Your ever afteCtionate, 
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Of the Solar Syſtem in general. , 
e1 
MY DEAR BOY, 80 


As the earth which we inhabit is a planet, and 
revolves, with other heavenly bodies, round the 
ſun, it will be proper for me firſt to give you a 
general idea of the Mundane or Solar Syſtem, that 
is, the Syſtem of the World, 

The aſtronomer conſiders the azure Sky, or 
Firmament, as nothing more than the apparent 
boundary of ſight, which muſt therefore be of a 
ſpherically concave figure, in which all the celeſtial 
bodies muſt appear. 'I hoſe which are far diſtant 
from us appear only as luminous points, which we 
call STARS. 

Of theſe STARs, ſome appear to be fixed, and 
others moveable; theſe latter are called PLANETS, 
which are found to revolve about one large cen- 
tral body, which the ancients ſuppoſed to be the 
Earth, but which, by the obſervations of aſtrono- 
mers, is now diſcovered to be the SUN; whence 
the true Syſtem of the World comes to be called 
the SOLAR SYSTEM. This was in the early ages of 


the world known to, and taught by the ſchool of 
Pytha- 
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Pythagoras, and from thence it was called the Py- 
thagorean Syſtem. But in proceſs of time, it was 
loſt ; and of late years received and taught by Co- 
pernicus; and from thence called the Cpernican 
Sem. Alſo becauſe Sir Iſaac Newton demon- 
{trated the cauſe of, and laws that regulate the 
motions of the heavenly bodies, it is very property 
by ſome called the Newtonian Syſtem. 


This Syſtem conſiſts of 

The Sun, a prodigious large body of fire and 
light, fixed in the centre; which by its great power 
of attraction, governs the motions of the planets 
revolving round it, and illuminates, warms, and 
animates them with light and heat. He is up- 
wards of one million of times larger than our earth. 

I. Mercury, the firſt planet in the ſyſtem, re- 
volves about the ſun in eighty-eight days, at the 
diſtance of 36 millions of miles. | 

II. VENus, at the diſtance of 68 millions of 
miles, completes her revolution round the fun in 

24 days. 
I III. EARTH, on which we live, at the diſtance 
of q; millions of miles, performs it's period in 465 
days, 

IV. Mas, at the diſtance of 145 millions of 
miles, in little leſs than two of our years. | 


B 3 V. Ju- 
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V. JuPiTEn, at the diſtance of 490 millions of 
miles, in 12 years, 

VI. SATURN, at the immenſe diſtance of goo 

millions of miles, creeps round its orbit in about 
30 years. 

VII. The Comers, which in various and vaſtly 
eccentric orbits, revolve about the ſun in different 
ſituations and periods of time. 

Theſe are all the heavenly bodies yet known to 
circulate about the ſun, as the centre of their mo- 
tions; and among the planets there are three which 
are found to have their ſecondary Planets, Satellites, 


or Moons, revolving conſtantly about them, as the 
centres of their motions, 


The EArTH, which has only one Moon re- 
volving about it in 27 days, 7 hours, 43 minutes, 
at the diſtance of about 240, ooo miles. 


JorirER is obſerved with a teleſcope to have 
four Moons. 


SaAruRN has five Satellites; and beſides them a 
ſtupendous Ring ſurrounding his body. 
Theſe are the conſtituent parts of the Solar Syſ- 


tem, which is now received and approved, as the 


only true Syſtem of the World. 

As to the FIXED STARS, we know nothing of their 
diſtance, only that it is immenſely great. 'T hey are 
ſuppoſed 


{up} 

the! 
lig! 
an 
in 
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ſuppoſed to be vaſtly large bodies, and ſhine by 
their own light, and are moſt probably Suns, de- 
ſigned each of them to be the centre of a ſyſtem, 
and to have planets or earths revolving round it, 
in the ſame manner as round our ſun, * 

Ve will now, my young friend, proceed to 
a particular deſcription of the planet, which is the 


place of our preſent reſidence; in the mean time 
be aſſured that | 
I am, 


Yours moſt affeCtionately. 


To give you ſome idea of the immenſe diſtance of the 
neareft fixed ſar, ſuppoſe a cannon ball to be diſcharged from 
a twenty-four pounder, and to move at the rate of about 
nineteen miles in a minute, it would be ſeven hundred and 
ſixty thouſand years paſling from the neareſt fixed ſtar to our 
earth.,—Sound, which travels at the rate of about thirteen 
miles in a minute, would be one million one hundred and 
twenty thouſand years traverſing the ſame diſtance. The 
exact diitance in miles has been found by Dr. Bradley to be 
not leſs than 7,600,000,000,000, Their number has been 
aſcertained by Flamſtead to be 3000, though a good eye can 
ſcarce ever ſee more than 1000 at the ſame time in the cleareſt 
heaven, 
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LETTES OL 


' Gergraphy defined; the Motions, Figure, and Di. 
menſion of the Earth, 


6 London. 

From contemplating the wonders of the Hea- 
vens, we deſcend to a more particular ſurvey of 
the Earth, 

« Geography,” my dear „Lis a deſcription 
of the Earth in its various natural and arbitrary di- 
viſions, and ſhows you the fituations of towns, 
countries, and rivers, upon it. For example; 
Geography ſhows you that England is in the 
north of Europe, that London is the chief town of 
England, and that it is fituated upon the river 
Thames in the county of Middleſex; and the ſame 
of other towns and countries.“ 

This earth, however it may appear to you 
from the little you can take in at one view, 
is, like the other Planets, a large, ſolid, opaque 
ball, nearly ſpherical, * compoſed of land and 


I ſay nearly ſpherical ; for the inequalities on it's ſurface 
prevent it's being perfectly ſo; beſides, Sir Iſaac Newton has 
{town that the Earth is bigger and higher under the Equator, 
than at the poles ; ſo that it's figure, nearly, is that of an ob- 
late ſpheroid, ſwelling out towards the equatorial parts; and 
flatte l, or contracted, towards the Poles, 

water. 
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water. * Tt is ninety- five millions of miles 
from the ſun, and goes round him in three 
hundred and ſixty-five days, five hours, and forty- 
nine minutes, which is the length of our year. 
It travels at the rate of fifty- eight thouſand miles 
every hour, which is one hundred and twenty times 
ſwifter than a cannon ball. The earth's diameter 
is very nearly eight thouſand miles; its circum- 
ference nearly twenty-five thouſand miles; and by 
turning round its axis once every twenty-four 
hours + from weſt to eaſt, it cauſes a continual ſuc- 
ceſſion of day and night in that time, and occaſions 
an apparent motion of the ſun and heavenly bodies 
daily from eaſt to weſt. By this rapid motion of 


In the Globe of the Earth, we diſtinguiſh three parts, or 
regions, viz. 1. The external part or cruſt, which is that 
from which vegetables ariſe and animals are nouriſhed. 2. 
The middle, or intermediate part, which is poſſeſſed by 
foÞls, extending farther than human labour ever yet pene- 
trated. 3. The internal or central parts, which is unknown 
tous, though by many authors ſuppoſed of a magnetic nature z 
by others, a maſs or ſphere of fire; by others, an abyſs, or 
collection of waters, ſurrounded by the ſtrata of Earth; and 
by others, a hollow, empty ſpace, inhabited by animals, who 
have their Sun, Moon, Planets, and other conveniences within 
the ſame. | 

+ To be more exact, the ſpace of t me 'n which the earth 


revolves upon it's axis is 23 Lours, 56 min. 3 ſec. and 23 
thurds, DEL 
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the earth on it's axis, the inhabitants of London are 
carried five hundred and eighty miles every hour, 
beſides fifty-eight thouſand by it's annual motion 
about the ſun. 

When I ſpeak to you of the earth turning round 

it's axis every twenty-four hours, you muſt not 
ſuppoſe I mean a real material axis, but an imagi- 
nary ſtraight line within it, paſſing through it's 
centre, and terminating in it's north and ſouth 
Points, which are called it's North and South 
poles; as an orange would turn round in the open 
air, if yolu firſt fet it a whirling, and then throw it 
| off your hand into the air. 
That the earth is round like a large globe, is 
evident; iſt. from it's ſhadow in eclipſes of the 
moon, which ſhadow is always bounded by a cir- 
| cular line: and 2d. from the many obſervations of 
| perſons ſtanding on the ſhore, and viewing a ſhip 
| 


departing from the port. They gradually loſe fight, 

firſt of the bottom of the veſſel, whilſt they can {ill 

| ſee the rigging and flags at the top: but as the ſhip 
: goes on, they loſe ſight of theſe alſo, as if the whole 
was really ſunk into the deep. Likewiſe in a ſhip 
making to land; the mariners firſt deſcry the tops 
of ſteeples, trees, &c. pointing above water; next 
they ſee the buildings; and laſt of all the ſhore. The 
incloſed figure, which I drew laſt night on purpoſe 
for 
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for you, will convince you that this can only pro- 
ceed from the roundneſs of the earth. * 

This is alſo farther confirmed by it's having been 
frequently ſailed round by many navigators: The 
firſt time was by Magellan's ſhip, ſailing from a 
port in Europe in the year 1519, and returning to 
the ſame, after a voyage of eleven hundred and 
twenty-four days, 

In the year 1557, our countryman, Sir Francis 
Drake, performed the ſame in 1056 days; the late 
Lord Anſon made the ſame voyage; and laſtly, 
the celebrated Capt. Cook; all of whom failing 
continually from Eaſt to Weſt, at length arrived 
in Europe, from whence they ſet out. + 

As 


The higheſt mountains take off no more from the round - 
neſs of the earth, in compariſon, than grains of duſt do from 
the roundneſs of a common globe. 

+ The moſt remarkable voyages that have been made 
round the globe were thoſe performed by 

I. MAGELLAN'S Ship. Magellan was a Portugueſe, and 
ſet fail under the auſpices of the Emperor Charles V. from 
Seville, a port in Spain, the 10th of Auguſt, 1519; and 
having diſcovered the Magellanic Straits in South America, 


through them he entered the South Sea, and after diſcovering 


the Ladrone Iflands, he arrived at the Philippines, where 
he was killed in a ſkirmiſh with the natives. His ſhip return - 
ed to Seville, by the way of the Cape of Good Hope, under 
the direction of Jean Sebaſtian del Cano, the 8th of. Septem- 

4 B 6 ber, 


4 — 6 
„ et DT Oo. ͤ„ — —-—- — 
* — »- * . 


p - „ 
„ ai wade ie PFLAG oo 
= 


— — ngy mam 
r 


—— 


12 AN EASY INTRODUCTION 


As the earth, then, is round, and habitable on 
all ſides I believe you will wonder how any 
one can ſtand directly oppoſite to you, on the 
under fide of it; or, rather, how he can hang 
to it, with his head downwards, and not fall 

off 


ber, 1522, after a voyage of three years, four weeks, and 
two days, 

II. Sit FRANCISs DRAKE, of Taviſtock in Devonſhire, 
He ſailed from Plymouth the 13th of December, 1577, en- 
tered the Pacific Ocean, and ſteering round America, return- 
ed the 3d pf November, 1580, having becn abſent three 
years, wanting four weeks. His expeditions and victories 
over the Spaniards, have been equalled by modern admirals, 
but not his generofity, for he divided the booty he took in 
juſt proportional ſhares with the common ſailors, even to 
wedges of gold given him in return for his preſents to Indian 
chiefs, | 

III. SIX THOMAS CAVENDISH, of Suffolk, ſailed from 
Plymouth, with two ſmall ſhips, the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1586, 
paſſed through the Straits of Magellan, took many rich 
prizes along the coaſts of Chili and Peru; and ncar Califor- 
nia poſſeſſed himſelf of the St. Ann, an Acapulco ſhip, with 
a cargo of immenſe value. He compleated the circum- navi- 
zation of the globe, by returaing round the Cape of Good 
Hope, and reached Plymouth again the gth of September, 
3588, having been out no more than two years, five s, 
and four days. 1 

IV. OLIVER De Nocte of Utrecht, Called from the 


mouth of the river Meuſe the 2d of July, and having made 
the 
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of to the lower ſky. This, which now 
ems ſo odd to you, I will endeavour to make 
natural aud eaſy. The earth, you mult re- 
member, attraCts all bodies, on, on near it's ſur- 
face, towards it's centre equally on all ſides, every 


particle 


the tour of the earth, return=d to the ſame place, in three 
years and eight weeks, the 26th of Auguſt, 1501. 

V. S1MON CoRDES, of Rotterdam, in the year 1590, 
and in the year 1598. 

VI. James Marv departed from Rotterdam, in June 


| 1598, failed through the Straits of Magellan, and made the 


tour of the glove. 

VII. GEORGE SPILLENBERGER, a Fleming, ſet fail 
from the Texel the 6th of Auguſt, 1614, and having circum- 
navigated the globe, landed in Zealand the firſt of June, 
1616. 

VIII. Le Maik, and WILLIAM SCHOUTEN, failed 
from the Texel the 14th of June, 1615, and made a ſucceſs- 
ful voyage round the earth. They diſcovered the Strait that 
hears the name of Le Maire, and were the fiſt who entered 
the South Sea by the way of Good Hope. They returned to 
Zealand the rft of July, 1617, after having been out two 
years, and eighteen days. 

IX. JaMES THE HERMIT, failed round the globe during 
the years 1623, 1624, 1625, and 1626. 

X. LORD ANSON of Staffordſhire; he ſailed in September, 
1740, doubled Cape Horn in a dangerous ſeaſon, lot moſt of 


his men by the ſcurvy, and with only one remaining ſhip, 


the Centurion, eroſſed the great Pacific Ocean, and having 
| 4 taken 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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particle of matter alike.— To make this ſtill 
more plain, you may compare the earth to a great 
round loadſtone rolled in filings of iron, which at- 
tracts equally on all ſides; ſo that they cannot fall 

off 


taken a rich Spaniſh galleon on her paſſage from Acapulco 
to Manilla, returned home round the Cape of Good Hope. 
If he was lucky in meeting this galleon, he was no leſs for. 
tunate in eſcaping a French fleet then cruiſing in the Chan. 
nel, by ſailing through it in a fog. He arrived at Spithead 
in June, 1744. 

XI. Bra o failed from the Downs the 21ſt of June, 1764, 
by order of his preſent Majeſty, to make diſcoveries in 
the South ſeas. On the coaſt of Patagonia he converſed with 
above five hundred of that gigantic race of men, whoſe exiſt. 
ence has been the ſubje&t of much diſpute. Commodore 
Byron computed their height to be ſeven feet. He paſſed 
through the ſtraits of Magellan, croſſed the South Sea, 
without making any diſcovery of note, and anchored in the 
Downs the gth of May, 1766, having circum-navigated the 
globe in ſomething better than twenty-two months. 

XII. BOUGAINVILLE, a Frenchman; he ſet ſail from 
Nantz, November 2d, 1766. In paſling the Straits of 
Magellan he had an interview with the Patagonians, men- 
tioned above by Byron, whom he deſcribes as a wild, ſavage 
nation, dreſſing and covering themſelves with the ſkins of 
beaſts they kill in hunting. He returned round the Cape 
of Good Hope, and entered the port of St. Maloes the 16th 
of March, 1769, having loſt only ſeven men during two 
years and four months, which were expired ſince he left Nantz, 

XIII. WALLS 


TO GEOGRAPHY, 15 


l off even from it's underſides; nay it will take 
at them up from a table, if they be within the ſphere 
of it's attraction. lt is now ten o'clock in the 
morning, and you think you are ſtanding upright 


yy wu 7 


XIII. WALLIS left Plymouth the 16th of Auguſt, 1766, 
ſailed through the Magellanic Straits, and returned to the 
Downs the 2oth of May, 1768. 

XIV. CARTERET ſet fail with Captain Wallis from Ply- 
mouth, but was unfortunately feparated the 11th of April fol- 
lowing. Having eſcaped the moſt imminent dangers in the 
Straits of Magellan, he croſſed the South Sea, and came to 
2n anchor at Spithead, the 2oth of March, 1; 69, 

XV. Coox. His preſent Majeſty being determined to 
proſecute the diſcoveries begun in the South Seas, Captain 
Cook was appointed to the command of the ſhip named the 
Endeavour, with which he ſailed from Plymouth the 26th 
of Auguſt, 1768, and after the molt ſatisfaory voyage that 
ever was undertaken, he anchored in the Downs the 12th of 
June, 1771. Among the new countries diſcovered by this 
important voyage, the immenſe line of the coaſt of New 
South Wales, laid down in a tract, which heretofore was 
marked as ſea, claims the pre- eminence. A territory of 
the extent of two thouſand miles is added to the crown of 
Great Britain. And New Zealand he firſt diſcovered to 
be two valt iſlands. As to Otaheite and the neighbouring 
iſles, they are pictured in colours which muſt ever render 
them enticing to Europeans. After having thrice circum- 
navigated the globe, and explored the utmoſt navigable 
limits of the ocean, this great but unfortunate man was cut 
off by the ſavage natives of Owyhee, one of the Sandwich 
Iſlands, Jan. 14, 1779- | 
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on the upper part of the earth;—you will think 
the ſame if you ſtand upright at ten o'clock this 
evening when the earth ſhall have turned half 
round, becauſe you will then perceive no differ. 
ence of poſture ;—and yet at the ſame time you 
will be exactly in the ſame poſition as a perſon is 
juſt now, who ſtands on the ſide of the earth op- 
polite to us; which perſon being as ſtrongly at- 
tracted by the earth there towards its centre, as we 
are here, he 1s in no more danger of falling down- 
wards, then we are at preſent of falling upwards, 

'The inequalitics obſervable in the face of the 
earth, ſuch as mountains or vallies; rivers, lakes, 
ſeas, &c. &c. are ſuppoſed to have ariſen from a 
rupture of the earth, by the force either of the 
ſubterraneous fires or waters. The earth in it's 
natural and original ſtate was, moſt probably, per- 
fetly round, ſmooth, and equable ; it's preſent 
rude and irregular form may be accounted for, 
principally, from the great deluge. 

If you find a word that you do not underſtand 
in this, or any of my letters, I hope you remem- 
ber to aſk the meaning of it ;—or look for it in your 
dictionary, ®* $$ * © © © © © #® # Fc, 


Adieu, my dear Boy. 
I am, with the tendereſt 
affection, your 
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The Circles upon the Globe deſcribed j—Conet— 
TL.ongitude— Latitude, &c. 


MY DEAR CHILD, London, 


GEOGRAPHERS have circumſcribed and divided 
the ſurface of the earth with ſeveral imaginary 
lines and circles, which you may ſufficiently 
know in half an hour by a ſmall figure I have 
drawn, and ſent you with this, wherein thoſe 
lines and circles are marked and named. 

The ftraight line, you ſee paſſing through the 
centre of the earth, and on which it turns round 
once in twenty-four hours, is called the Ax1s, 
This, in the real earth, is only an imaginary 
line; but in artificial globes, it is a wire, by which 
they are ſupported and turned round. 

The EqQuaToOR, is that line or circle which 
encompaſſes the middle of the earth, dividing the 
northern half from the ſouthern. This line is very 
often called the EquinoCtial, becauſe when the 
ſun appears in this line, the days and nights are 
equal in al} parts of the habitable world. 

The Tropics are lefler circles on each fide of 
the equator, twenty-three degrees and a half from 
it. By a degree is always meant the three hundred 

4 4 and 
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and fixtieth part of any circle. THE Tropic op 
CANCER, or ſummer ſolſtice, lies on the north 
ſide of the equator ; and the TRopic of Capri. 
coRN, or winter ſolſtice, on the ſouth. ——They 
are called the Solſtices, becauſe when the ſun ap. 
proaches to one of thoſe boundaries, it ſeems to 
ſtand ſtill for a few days, and then gradually 
recedes towards the other. Solſtice is derived 
from the Latin words, Sel, the ſun, and Slo, to 
ſtand, or continue in the ſame place: And Tro- 
pics from the Greek word re:zw, verto, to turn or 
change; for when the ſun comes to either of them, 
he ſhifts or changes his courſe, and returns to the 
equinoctial again. 

The ARCTIC CIRCLE has the north pole for it's 
centre, and is juſt as far from the north pole as 
the tropics are from the equator ; and the 

ANTARCTIC CIRCLE is juſt as far from the 
ſouth pole every way round it, as the Arctic circle 
is. The Arctic circle is ſo called from the Greek 
word «go, a Bear; becauſe it croſſes a conſtel- 
lation in the heavens which bears that name :;—as 
is the Antarctic from arri, over-againſt, and ag70;, 
the Bear; becauſe it is oppoſite to the former. 

The Lines running from pole to pole acroſs 
the tropics and equator, and numbered 1, 2, 3, 
4 5z 6, &C. are called MERIDIANS. There are 
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generally twenty-four delineated upon the globe 
or maps, but you muſt ſuppoſe thouſands more to 
be drawn, becauſe every place that is ever ſo little 
to the eaſt or weſt of any other place, has a dif- 
ferent meridian from that other place. When any 
of theſe meridians, as the earth turns round, is 
brought oppoſite the ſun, it- is mid- day or noon 
along that line from pole to pole. 

The Ecrrpyric, going acroſs from tropic to 
tropic, ſhows the ſun's, or more truly, the earth's 
apparent annual path in the heavens. 

It is divided into 12 equal parts, called Signs, 
conſiſting of zo degrees each; whoſe names and 
characters are as follow: 1. Y ARIES, the Ram. 
2. 8 TavuRus, the Bull. 3. u Gemini, the 
Twins. 4. CANCER, the Crab. 5. N LEO, 
the Lion. 6. m ViRGo, the Virgin. 7. 2 LI- 
BRA, the Scales. 8. m SCoRP1o, the Scorpion. 
9. f SAGITTARIUS, the Bowman. 10. Vp Ca- 
PRICORN, the horned Goat. 11.  AQUARIUS, 
the Waterer, 12. X PISCEs, the Fiſhes. 

All the broad ſpace between the two tropics, 
turrounding the earth like a girdle, is called the 

TokRID, or BURNING ZoxE, from the Greek 

Em, a Belt; becauſe the ſun being always over 
ſome part of it, muſt make it exceeding hot and 

icorching. This Zone comprehends Guinea, 
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Ethiopia, part of Arabia, and of the Eaſt ay 
Weſt Indies. 

The ſpace between the Arctic Circle and Tro. 
pic of Cancer is called the NoRITH IT EmPEeRarTy 
ZONE; and 

That between the Tropic of Capricorn, and 
the Antarctic Circle, the SouTH I EMPERATE 
Zo E. They are called temperate, becauſe in 
theſe the heat is moderate, the ſun never coming 
over the heads of the inhabitants. 

The circular ſpaces, bounded by the two po- 
lar circles, are the two FRIGID or FROZEN 
ZONES; ſo called on account of the extreme 
cold and ice always found there. 

Remember that the equator, the ecliptic, and the 
meridians, are called Greater Circles, becauſe they 
cut the earth into two equal parts, or as they are 
frequently called, Hemiſpheres : but the tropics 
and polar circles are called Leſſer Circles, as they 
divide the globe into two unequal parts, 

Every circle, greater or lefler, is ſuppoſed to be 
divided into three hundred and ſixty equal parts, 
which are called Degrees, and each degree is 
again ſuppoſed to be divided into fixty other equal 
parts, called Minutes.—So that every circle con- 
tains three hundred and ſixty degrees ;—the halt, 
or ſemi-circle, a hundred and eighty ;—and the 
quarter, or quadrant, nincty. The 
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The LATITUDE of any place is it's diſtance 
om the equator towards either pole; and is reck- 
oned in degrees of the meridian, beginning at the 


The LoNnGITUDE is the diſtance between the 
meridian of any place, and the firſt, or ſtanding 
meridian, reckoned in degrees of the equator to- 
wards the Eaſt or Weſt. 

A CLIMATE is a ſpace of the earth's ſurface, 
parallel to the equator, where the length of the 


| day is half an hour longer in the parallel which 
{ bounds it on the North, than in that which 
© terminates it on the South. 


Hark I—the dinner bell calls me away. Read 


| this letter with particular attention, and ſend me a 


copy of my drawing. 
Farewel, 


I am ever yours, 


LE T- 
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LE SL5R:;:V. 


Cauſe of Day and Night——Piciſſitudes of thi 
Seaſons, &c. 


London,. — 

« AND fo we are carried fifty-erght thouſand 
miles every hour, along with the earth in open ſpace, 
without being in the leaſt ſenſible of ſo amazingly 
rapid a motion it is almoſt incredible] are the 
concluding words of your laſt letter.— However 
wonderful this may appear, yet, my dear Boy, 
nothing is more true; and it is owing to that mo- 
tion alone, that we have the beautiful variety of 
ſeaſons, and the different length of the days and 
nights. 

It cannot but be plain to you, that the turning 
of the earth round it's axis, once every twenty-four 
hours, muſt cauſe a continual ſucceſſion of day 
and night in that time ;—for as the fun can only 
enlighten one half of the earth at one time, the 
other half muſt then be in darkneſs ;—and as this 
motion of the earth will cauſe the different places 
on it's furface to revolve through the light and the 
dark in four-and-twenty hours, in that time, of 
courſe, thoſe places mult have a day and a night; 
and at the inſtant when it is mid-day at one place, 

it 


r 
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it muſt be mid- night in the oppoſite, —Con- 
vinced that you perfectly underſtand this, I will 
now endeavour to make as plain to you the viciſ- 
ſitudes of the ſeaſons, depending upon the annual 
motions of the earth mentioned in my ſecond 
letter. 

The earth in it's whole courſe round the fun, has 
it's axis always inclined twenty-three and a half 
degrees from a perpendicular to it's orbit; and it's 
axis {till keeps the ſame direction, that is, towards 
one and the ſame ſide of the heavens ; and, as I be- 
fore told you, moves from weſt to eaſt in the time 
of its turning three hundred and fixty-five times 
and a quarter round it's axis, * 

In the SPRING, the ſun is over the equator, the 
earth is illuminated from pole to pole, and the days 
and nights are equally long at all places. For 
every part of the meridian, a, b, c, d, (in the ſmall 
incloſed drawing) comes into the light at ſix 
in the morning, and revolving with the earth, goes 


* This motion may be well enough illuſtrated, by ſup- 
poſing a globe, with its axis parallel to that of the earth, 
painted on a flag, or ancient of a maſt, moveable on its 
axis, and continually driven by the Weſt wind, while it makes 
the tour of an ifland ; it is evident, that in every ſituation of 


the ſhip, the axis of the painted globe will continue parallel 
to the axis of the world, 
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into the dark at ſix in the evening. This is th: 
earth's poſition on the 2oth of March. 

In the SUMMER, the north pole is turned to the 
ſun; and he is then over the tropic of Cancer, 
This is the earth's poſition on the 2 iſt of June, when 
our days are at the longeſt, and our nights at the 
| ſhorteſt, and the inhabitants of the ſouth pole are 
involved in darkneſs. The north polar circle juſt 
touching the dark, ſhows you that the ſun does 
not ſet to any part of the north frigid zone ; and 
if the earth were to continue in this part of it's 
orbit, it 1s plain to you, that the ſun would never 
ſet to the inhabitants of the north frigid zone, nor 
ever riſe to thoſe of the ſouth. 

But in AUTUMN, when the earth is arrived at 
that part of it's orbit oppoſite the ſpring, the ſun 
is got directly over the equator again, and the 
boundary of light and darkneſs juſt reaches from 
pole to pole, and all places on the earth go equally 
through the light and dark, ſhewing that the days 
and nights are then equally long at all places of the 
earth, the poles only excepted ; for the ſun is then 
ſetting to the north pole, and riſing to the ſouth 
pole. This is the poſition of the earth on the 23d 
of September. 

In the WINTER, the northern 3 of the 


earth are turned away from the ſun, and the ſouth 
pole 
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pole becomes enlightened, the ſun being directly 
over the tropic of Capricorn. I he days are now 
at the ſhorteſt, and the nights at the longeſt, and 
| the inhabitants of the northern frigid zone are 
yrapt in obſcurity and ſhade. This is the earth's 
poſition the 2 iſt of December. 

As the earth does not revelve round the ſun in 
an exact circle, but in an orbit a little elliptical, 
which, though it reſembles a circle, is alittle longer 
than broad, it muſt be ſometimes nearer the ſun, 
ſometimes farther from him ; muſt ſometimes move 
ſlower, and ſometimes faſter ; and this is the reaſon 
why our ſummer half-year, when the earth is far- 
theſt from the ſun, is longer than the winter half, 
by about eight days, when it is neareſt. 

But here, perhaps, you will aſk why we have 
not the hotteſt weather when the earth is neareſt 
the ſun, that is, in winter ?—The queſtion is very 
natural; but the following will, I believe, ſatisfy 


only longer, but higher, above the horizon; con- 
ſequently, his rays fall upon us in a direction, more 
perpendicularly to its ſurface, and ſtrike us with 
a greater force in the ſummer than the winter, 


much greater portion of the earth's ſurface, 
4 C 


your doubts; becauſe in ſummer the ſun is not 


when the ſun is lower, and, of courſe, ſends his 
rays more obliquely and feeble, and ſpread over a 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, thoſe parts which are once heated, you 
know, retain the heat for ſome time; which, with 
the additional heat daily imparted, makes it con- 
tinue to encreaſe, though the ſun declines towards 
the ſouth; and this is the reaſon why July is hotter 
than June; and that we find it generally hotter at 
three o'clock in the afternoon, when the ſun is 
gone towards the weſt, than at noon when he is 
upon the meridian. Here is enough of Geography 
for one time, 


s Adieu, my dear Boy, 
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LE TI T-E KV, 


Deſcription of a curious Geographical Click, which 
points out the Hours of the Day in any Part of 
the World. 


MY DEAR BOY, f 


I oBSERYy'D to you in my fifth letter, that by 
the rotation of the earth round it's own axis once 
in every four-and-twenty hours, there muſt be oc- 
caſioned a continual ſucceſſion of day and night to 
the ſeveral inhabitants on it's ſurface. On this 
ſuppoſition I have contrived a ſmall inſtrument, 
which will ſhew you the hour in any part of the 
world, and, conſequently, where the people are 
riſing, where at dinner, where at ſupper, and where 
going to bed. This little contrivance I will, for 
that reaſon, call a 


GEOGRAPHICAL CLOCK, 


It conſiſts of two circles, the one fixed, on 
which is writzen the names of moſt of the princi- 
pal pla on the earth; the other moveable, which 
is divided into the four- and- twenty hours of the day. 
The uſe is extremely plain and eaſy; only bring 
the hour of the day, repreſented on the ſmall move- 
able circle, to Great Britain, and oppoſite to the 

” On ſeveral 
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ſeveral places you have the exact time of the day 
there, | 

Thus, when it is four in the afternoon at London, 
it is five at thoſe towns ſituate near the middle of 
Germany and Italy.—Six at "Turkey. — Ten at 
Bengal. —Midnight at the Philippine Iſlands, — 
Nine in the morning at Mexico. —One in the 
afternoon at Brazil; and half paſt three at Spain. 

Again; - Suppoſe it nine o'clock in the morning 
here, what time of the day is it at China? —Anſwer, 
four in the afternoon. 

Alſo; when it is nine in the evening here, what 
is the hour at Canada in North America? Anſwer, 
three in the afternoon. 

If you ſuppoſe eight o' clock in the morning to be 
the general time for riſing; & for breakfaſt ; III for 
dinner; VII for tea; X for ſupper; and XI for 
bed; bring eight o'clock to Great Britain, and 
you will immediately obſerve that at the time we 
are riſing, the Turks are at breakfaſt ; the Chineſe 
at dinner; at Botany Bay, and along the eaſtern 
coaſt of New Holland, they are at tea; the Otahei- 
teans have juſt ſupped; and thoſe failing through 


the great South ſea are preparing for bed. 


LET- 
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I. 
Diviſion of the Earth into Land and Mater, &c. 


MY DEAR BOI London, 
THe earth is compoſed of land and water.— 
The land is divided into Continents, Iflands, Pe- 
ninſulas, Iſthmuſes, Capes, or Promontories, and. 
Shores, or Coaſts. 

A Continent is a large tract of land, containing 
many kingdoms and countries; as Europe, Aſia, 
Africa, and America. — This is ſometimes called 
the main- land. An iſland is a tract of land wholly 
ſurrounded by water, as Great Britain and Ire- 
land. A Peninſula (called by the Grecians, 
Cherſoneſus) is a tract of land almoſt ſurrounded by 
water, except one narrow part, by which it is 
joined to the main-land, as Jutland at the top of 
Germany, and Morea in Greece. — An Iſthmus 
is a narrow neck of land joining the Peninſula to 
the main-land, as the Iſthmus of Darien, or Pana- 
ma, in America; the Iſthmus of Corinth, joining 
Morea to Greece. —Promontories, or Capes, are 
thoſe high parts of land which ſhoot far into the 
ſea, as Cape Verd, and the Cape of Good-Hope, 
both in Africa, A Coaſt, or Shore, is all that 
land that borders upon the fea, whether it be in 
Iſlands or Continents. 
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The water is divided into Oceans, Seas, Lakes 
Gulfe, Straits, and Rivers. 

An Ocean is a vaſt collection of water free from 
land, as the Atlantic, Ethiopic, and Pacific 
Oceans. A Sea is a leſs body of Water almoſt 
ſurrounded by land, as the Mediterranean, Baltic, 
and Euxine Seas. A Lake is a large collection 
of water wholly ſurrounded by the land, withaut 
0 any viſible communication with the OCean,— 
| A Gulf, Bay, or Creek, is a part of the ſea ncasly 
| ſurrounded by the land.—A Strait is a narrow 
pallage into ſome ſea or gulf. A River is a 
larger current or {tream of water, Which empties 
ittelf into ſome fea. 

In the map of the world, or, as it may be 
called, the portrait of the whole earth, incloſed, “ 
you will obſcrve the land diſtinguiſhed from the 
water, by a thick ſhadow made of ſmall ſhort ſtrokes, 
which repreſent the ſhores or coaſts whether of 
continents, iſlands, &c. and in the ſmall maps 
which fhall occaſionally accompany my future 
letters, the different kingdoms or provinces will 
be divided by a row of ſingle points or dots, which 
I adviſe you to paint with different colours.— 
Cities, or great towns, will be made like little 

houſes, 


® This map is placed at the beginning of the book, 
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houſes, with a ſmall circle in the middle of them; 
but ſmaller towns or villages will be marxed only 
by fach a ſmall circle, - Mountains will be imi- 
tated in the form of little hillocks, and foreits 
will be repreſented by a collection of little trees. 

The names of villages will be written in a run- 
ning hand, the names of cities in a Roman cha- 
racter, and provinces in large capitals, 

Ihe top of the map is always north; the bot- 
tom, ſouth; the right ſide, eaſt; and the left tide, 
weſt, From the top to the bottom are drawn the 
meridians or lines of longitude, and from ſide to 
ſide, the parallels of latitude. 

The land is divided into four parts, EURoPE, 
ASIA, AFRICA, and AMERICA. *—}urope is the 
leaſt of the four parts. Aſia, where man is ſaid 
to have received his frſt exiſtence, America de- 
rives it's name from Veſputius Americanus, a 
Florentine, but was firſt diſcovered by Chriſtopher 
Columbus, a Genoeſe, in the ſervice of Spain, in 
the year 1492, 

* Theſe four parts of the earth are again ſubdivided into 
a number of ſmaller parts, to which we have given the names 
of region, empire, kingdom, province, country, canton, 
eſtate, dominion, monarchy, republic, principality, duke- 
dom, marquiſate, barony, lordſhip, government, electorate, 
palatinate, generalty, territory, dioceſe, land, city, town, 


village, burgh, hamlet, pariſh, &c. &e. 
4 C 4 The 


32 AN EASY INTRODUCTION 


The proportion of the land to the water is az 
one to three. This I have found by taking the pa. 
pers that cover the artificial globe, and having 
carefully cut out with a pair of ſciflars thoſe parts 
which repreſent land, weighed them in a nice ba- 

Aance. I afterwards took the weight of all the parts 
denoting water. The land weighed 367 grains; 
the water 1125. 

| This diſtribution and proportion of land and wa- 

Il ter, is a molt ſignal inſtance of the wiſdom of God 
| in the works of creation. For thus the earth is ren- 

1 | dered a fit habitation for rational, ſccial, and com- 

1 mercial agents: the oceans and ſeas affording a free 

| intercourſe between the moſt diſtant nations; at 
the ſame time that they ſupply a juſt quantity of 
vapours for the formation of clouds, to water the 
ſurface of the earth, for the purpoſes of every ſje- 
cies of life and vegetation, that the infinitely wiſe 
AU'rHoR of NATURE has made neceſſary 


2 


[| | Adieu! 
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LETTER VII. 
Of Europe in general, | | 


London,. 1 

In yeſterday's letter, I told you that the world 
is divided into four great parts, EuRoPs, As1Aa, | 
ArkIcA, and America. The three firſt parts | 
| 


are called ſometimes the Old World, becauſe long T 
| known, and America the New, becauſe lately | 
diſcovercd. 

I now proceed to give my dear Boy a deſcription. 1 
of the ſeveral kingdoms and ſtates, that compoſe | 
theſe four quarters, and a ſhort ſketch of the man- | 
ners of the different inhabitants. | 


ſy 


EUROP E.. 


EUROPE, as to it's ſhape, may be compared to 
a lady in a ſitting poſture; and is ſituated between 
ten degrees weſt, and ſixty- five degrees eaſt, lon- 
gitude; and between thirty-ſix, and ſeventy-two, 
north latitude, being bounded by the icy ſea on the 
north, by Aſia on the eaſt, by the Mediterranean 
on the ſouth, which divides it from Africa, and by 
the Atlantic ocean on the weſt, 
The chief kingdoms of Europe are, Sweden; I! 
Denmark, waoſe king lately honoured us with a 9 
Fin © viſit 3 | 
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viſit; Norway, from whence we have our fineſt 
deals; Muſcovy, or Ruſſia, the largeſt country 
in Europe; France, inhabited by a very ſubtle 
people; Germany, the ſeat of the late war; 
Holland, Flanders, Spain, Portugal, from whence 
we have great quantities of gold; Italy; Turkey 
in Europe; Great Britain, and Ireland. 

You will very eaſily learn the form, magnitude, 
and ſituation of theſe kingdoms, with reſpect to 
each other, by comparing the map, which I have 
incloſed, with the following little ſcheme, 
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The principal iſlands of Europe, are, Great 
Britain and Ireland in the north. In the Mediter- 
ranean ſea, are, Vvica, Majorca, and Minorca, 
belonging to the crown of Spain. Corſica was 
formerly ſubject to Genoa, a ſmall republic in the 
north of Italy, but became a free ſtate under the 
brave Paoli, who has ſince been driven out of his 
erritories by the French, who are now maſters of 
the land. Sardinia is ſubject to it's own king; 
and Sicily governed by a viceroy under the king 
of Naples, to whom the iſland belongs. The 
iſlands of the Archipelago, with Candia, own the 
Grand Turk for their maſter. The iſlands of the 
Baltic, the Adriatic and Ionian ſeas are not worth 
your notice. 

The principal ſeas, gulfs, and bays in Europe, 
are, the Adriatic Sea, between Italy and Turkey; 
the Baltic Sea, between Denmark, Poland, and 
Sweden; the Bay of Biſcay, between France and 
Spain; the Engliſh Channel, between England 
and France; the Euxine, or Black Sea, between 
Europe and Aſia; the German Ocean, between 
Germany and Britainz and the Mediterranean 
Sea, between Europe and Africa, 

The chief mountains in Europe, are, the Alps, 
between France and Italy; the Appenine Hills 
in Italy; the Pyrenean Hills, that divide France 

from 
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from Spain; the Carpathian Mountains, in the 
{ouch of Poland; the Peak in Derbyſhire; the 
pinlimmon in Wales: beſides the terrible Vol- 


18 canos, or mountains, of Veſuvius and Stromboli, 
e in Naples; Etna, in Sicily; and Ecla, in the cold 
2 iſland of Iceland. 

; The inhabitants in Europe-are not much more 
f than a hundred millions; reckoning twenty mil- 


| | lions in France, two-and-twenty in Germany, 
four in Huneary, ten in all Italy, as far as Dalma- 
tia; eight in Great Britain and Ireland; eight in 
Spain and Portugal; tea in Ruſſia; fix in Poland; 
ſix in Turkey, and the Iſlands; four in Sweden; 
three in Norway and Denmark; and about four 
in Holland and the Low Countries. 


I remain, 
With great truth, 


Your aite<tioaate friend, 
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LETTER HN. 


London,.ꝛy 


FRANCE. 


FRANCE is the fineſt country in Europe; per. 
haps in the world. It abounds in every thing that 
can render it agreeable. It's air is temperate, but 
much warmer than in England, particularly in the 
ſouthern part, where, eſpecially about Montpelier, 
it is ſo very healthy, that no part of Europe is equal 
to it. Towards the north it is bounded by the 
Channel; weſt, by the ocean ; ſouth, by the Me- 
diterranean ſea; and eaſt, by Italy, Swiſſerland, 
and Germany, * 

France is divided into twelve governments, or 
provinces, which are, 


Picardy. Burgundy. 
Normandy. Lyonnais, 

The Ifle of France. Guienne, or Gaſcony. 
Champagne. Languedoc. 
Brittany. Dauphine, 
Orleannois. Provence. 


Theſe twelve provinces are thus laid down upon 
your map. 


* It is 600 miles long, goo broad, contains 7,131,095 
ſquare miles, and has 18,000,000 inhabitants, 


— 
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The French are generally ſtrangers to melan. 
choly, and hence bear misfortunes with great for. 
titude and reſignation; but ſo great is the opinion 
they entertain of themſelves, that they think the 
re{t of the world born only to imitate them. The 
governinent of France has lately undergone a re. 
volution, and, from an abſolute monarchy, is he. 
come ſubject to the controul of a National Af. 
ſembly. The ſucceſſion is hereditary in the male 
line only. h 

, F1ICARTDY. 

Picardy is the moſt northern province of France, 
It is a naked and wild country, and produces ne- 
thing but corn. The capital town is Amiens, which 
greatly reſembles Saliſbury. Abbeville is another 
town, conſiderable for it's manufacture of broad 
cloths, which are eſteemed the beſt of any France 


produces. Calais is allo another good town, and 


a ſea-port, where we uſually land in our paſſage 
ſrom hence to France. This was the laſt toun 
that the Engliſh kept in France, after it was con- 


quered by Edward III. A. D. 1347, and it was 


yielded up to France in the reign of our popich 
Queen Mary, in the year 1557. 
NORM AN D v. 
Normandy, one of the ſineſt provinces in the 
kingdom, joins P'icardy; it's largeſt towns are 
| Rouen 
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Rouen and Caen, This province produces all 
the conveniences, and even luxuries of life in abun- 
dance, if we except wine, of which there, as well 
2s in Picardy, they make but little ; becauſe, 
being ſo far northward, grapes will not ripen. 
The Normans are reckoned litigious, and fond of 
law-ſuits. If they are aſked a queſtion, they 
never return a direct anſwer; ſo that when a man 
gives an evaſive anſwer, it is become a proverb to 
ſay, He anſwers like a Norman. 


THE ISLE OF FRANCE, 

PaR1s, the capital of the whole kingdom, is 
in the iſle of France, the moſt agreeable and rich- 
eſt of all the provinces; it is a moſt magnificent 
town, not near ſo big as London, but much finer ; 
the houſes being much larger, and all built of ſtone. 
It's diſtance from London is about two hundred 
and ten miles, ſouth ; the length of the longeſt 
day about fixteen hours, and the ſhorteſt nine 
hours. The number of it's inhabitants are fix 
hundred thouſand. 


CHAMPAGNE. 

Nheims is the capital town of Champagne. In 
this town the Kings of France are crowned. This 
province abounds in corn and cattle, and produces 
the beſt wine in France, —Champaign. 
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BRITTANTT:. 


The fertile province of Brittany is divided into 
high and low. In High Brittany is the town dg 
Nantz, where the beſt brandy is made. Here 
is alſo St. Malo, a conſiderable port and har. 
bour ; and Breſt, a well fortified ſea-port, the bel 
that France has upon the ocean. 


ORLEANNOTIS, 


Orleannois contains ſeveral great and fine towns, 
Orleans, its capital, is rendered famous by Joan 
of Arc, commonly called the Maid of Orleans, 
who obliged the Engliſh to raiſe the ſiege cf 
this city, A. D. 1417, and afterwards drove them 
entirely out of France. They have her ſtatue in 
complete armour on the great bridge leading into 
the town, 


BURGUNDY. 


Dijon is the capital of this extenſive and fertile 
province: the wine called Burgundy is one of the 
beſt wines in France. 


L YONNOTIS, 


Lyons is the capital of this delightful province; 


it is a moit beautiful town, and extremely rich, on 
account of it's manufaCtures of ſilks, and gold and 
ſilver 


TO CGEROGRAPH.Y: 43 


cer ſtuffs, with which it ſupplies almoſt all 
Europe. 
GUIENNE, OR GASCONY. 

There are many conſiderable towns in Guienne; 
as the town of Bourdeaux, which yields to few 
cities in point of beauty. Moſt of the wine drank 
at London, and called in Engliſh, Claret, comes 
ſrom thence, It is an excellent place for geod 
cating : you have there ortolans, and red partridge, 
in great abundance. In this province is the town 
of Perigeux, where they make delicious paſties of 
red partridge and trufles. Bayonne, from whence 
come excellent hams. The Gaſcons are the moſt 
lively people of France, but are rather inclined to 
lying and boaſting, particularly upon the articles of 
ſenſe and courage; ſo that it is ſaid of a man who 
boaſts and is preſumptuous, He is a Gaſcon. 


LANGUEDOC. 


Languedoc is one of the largeſt and moſt con- 
liderable provinces of France. It's capital is Tou- 
louſe ; beſides which it contains a great number 
of fine towns; among others, Narbonne, famous 
for it's excellent honey; and Nimes, celebrated 
on account of the ancient Roman amphitheatre 
which is ſtill to be ſeen. In this province is alſo 
ſituated the town of Montpelier, the air of whic 
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is ſo pure, and the climate fo fine, that ſick peoyl;, 
even from hence, are often ſent thither for the re. 


covery of their health. NAT 
chie 
| DAUPHINE. hi 
Grenoble is the capital of this fine province, 1 
which abounds in corn, wines and fruits. The 
: ; the 
King of France's eldeſt ſon takes the title of Dau- gel 
phin from this province. f 
PROVENCE. 1 
Prob ence is extremely fertile. It produces the hv 
beſt oil, with which it ſupplies other countries, | Al 
The fields are full of orange, fig, lemon, and olive di 
trees, the fruits of which are delicious. The ca- w. 
pital is Aix. In this province are, likewiſe, Arles 28 
and Markilles ; the latter is a large and fine city, I 
and celebrated ſea- port, ſituated upon the Medi- ki 


terranean. Here the king of France keeps his F 
gallies, which are very long ſhips rowed by oars, a 
{ome of forty, ſome of fifty, and threeſcore oars. n 
The people who row them are called galley-ſlaves; k 
and are either priſoners taken from the Turks, on I 
the coaſt of Africa, or criminals, who, for various £ 
crimes committed in France, are condemned to t 
row in the gallies, either for life, or for a certain 
number of years; they are chained by the legs, 
with great iron chains, two and two together. 
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To theſe twelve parts we may ſubjoin three 
other countries now belonging to the French: 
namely, Lorrain z chief town, Nancy: Alſace; 
chief town, Straſburg: and Franche-Comté; 
chief town, Baſancon, 

The principal rivers of France, are, the Rhone, 
the Soane, the Garonne, the Loire, and the 
Seine. 

France was originally the country of the ancient 


# Gauls, and was conquered by the Romans twenty - 


five years before Chriſt. The Goths, V andals, 
Alans, and Suevi, and afterwards the Burgundi, 


| divided it amongſt them from A. D. 400 to 476, 


when the Franks, another ſet of German emi- 


| grants, who had ſettled between the Rhine and the 


Maine, completed the foundation of the preſent 
kingdom under Clovis. It was conquered, except 
Paris, by Edward III. of England, between 1341 
and 1359. An entire conqueſt by Henry V. he is 
made regent during the life of Charles VI. ac- 
knowledged heir to the crown of France, and ho- 
mage paid to him accordingly, 1420. The En- 
gliſn crown loſt all it's poſſeſſions in France during 
the reign of Henry VI. between 1434 and 1450. 
The preſent king of this potent empire is 
Lewis XVI. who was born Auguit 23, 17543 
married Maria Antonietta of Auſtria, May 16, 


e 1770; 
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1770; acceded to the throne upon the death of hi; 
grand- father Lewis XV. May 10, 1774; and waz 
crowned at Rheims, June 12, 1775, Religion of 
the ſtate, Roman Catholic. 

He has iſſue, 1. Louis- Joſeph-Francis, the pre. 
ſent Dauphin, born Oct. 28, 1781. 

2. Maria- Thereſa-Charlotte, born Dec. 19,1778; 
died Dec. 5, 1783. 

The king takes the title of king of France and 
Navarre, eldeſt ſon of the church, and moſt 
chriſtian» majeſty. His eldeſt ſon has the title of 
Dauphin, and his eldeſt brother that of Monſieur, 


Adieu. 


LE T- 


TO GEOGRAPHY. 47 


EIN. 
London,. 
K . 


We will now, if you pleafe, croſs the Alps, 
and take a view of Italy. 

Italy is a large peninſula, ſhaped like a trooper's 
boot and ſpur. It is bounded, towards the north, 
by Switzerland and the Alps, which divide it from 
Germany: on every other ſide it is ſurrounded by 
the Mediterranean Sea. It is divided into twelve 
ſeparate ſtates or governments, which are, 


The Republic of Genoa. The Duked. of Parma. 
The Republic of Lucca. The Land of the Church. 
The Duked. of Mantua. The Princip.of Piedmant, 
The Duked. of Milan. The Dukelom of Savoy. 
The Duked. of Modena. The Dukedom of Tuſcany. 
The Kingdom of Naples. The Republic of Venice. 


Theſe diviſions of Italy are exhibited on your 
incloſed map, thus, 
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The Italians, once the triumphant lords and 
conquerors of the world, you will find now cun- 
ning, jealous, and revengetul; affecting pomp 
and parade of every ſort, and the moſt bigoted 
devotees in the world. The country is extremely 
beautiful, and deſervedly ſtyled the garden of Eu- 


rope. The air is, generally, very pure, mild, and 


healthful, except in the Land of the Church, 

where, during che ſummer ſeaſon, it is fo peſtilen- 

tial, that few or no people remain in it at that time, 
G EN OA. 

Genoa, the capital of this republic, is a moſt 
ſuperb city, and contains about one hundred and 
fiſty thouſand inhabitants; it's ſtately buildings 
have gained it the name of Superba. The com- 
mon people are wretched beyond expreſſion, as is 
it's territory, The government of Genoa is ariſ- 
tocratical, being veſted in the Duke, or Doge, 
choſen every two years, and twelve counſellors, 
wao are continually about him. The chief ma- 
nufactures here are velvets and damaſks, 

LUCCA; 

The capital of this ſmall, but delightful coun- 
try, is Lucca, It contains about forty thouſand 
people, whoſe chief trade is mercery goods, wines, 
and fruits, eſpecially olives. This little republic 
is under the protegtion of the Houſe of Auſtria. 

D MAN TOA. 
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MANTU A, 

The government of this dutchy is annexed 1 
Milan. The capital (Mantua) lies in a lake, 
morals, but is one of the ſtrongeſt fortreſſes in 
Europe, and contains eighteen pariſh churches, 
and fourteen convents, and yet there are not more 
than one thouſand inhabitants. Virgil was a m. 
tive of this country. 


MILANES E. 

'The fertility and beauty of this country is al. 
molt incredible. Milan, the capital, and it's cita- 
del, is very ſtrong. It has a magnificent cathe- 
dral in the Gothic taſte. This dutchy belongs to 
the Houſe of Auſtria, The trade and manufac- 
tures of Milan conſiſt chiefly of ſilks, hard- ware, 
and cryſtal. 


MODENA. 


The Duke of Modena is abſolute. His domi- 
nions are far from being flouriſhing, though very 
improveable. Modena is the capital, 


NAPLE s. 

It is not without reaſon that this kingdom is 
termed a paradiſe, as it abounds with all kinds of 
grain, fruit, herbage, flax, oil, and wine, in the 
higheſt perfection. The raging volcano, Mount 

Veſuvius, 


i- 
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Veſuvius, among it's natural productions, is con- 


ſoicuous. The city of Naples is one of the fineſt 
in the world; it is ſeated on the fea-coaſt, ſur- 
rounded with thick walls nine miles in circuit, 
ſtrong towers, deep ditches, and ſeveral fortified 
caſtles, at the diſtance of one thouſand miles, S. E. 
from London, and has two hundred and ſeventy - 
two thouſand inhabitants. "The ſtreets are large, 
ftraight, and paved with free ſtones; the roofs of 


| the houſes are flat, and ſurrounded with elegant 


baluſtrades. From this trag, as the fineſt, the 
moſt fertile, and moſt delightful of all Italy, Vir- 
gil took the model of his Elyſian fields. 

NaPLEs was erected into a kingdom by Roger, 
1102. It is held of the Roman pontiff, by the 
ſervice of a white palirey annually. - No nation 
has undergone ſo many revolutions as this. The 
kings of Spain were conſtantly king of Naples 
and Sicily, or of the two Sicilies, for upwards of 
two hundred years, but were diſpoſſeſſed in the 
year 1707, by the emperor Joſeph. The Spaniards 
made an entire conquelt of it again in 1738. The 
preſent king is FERDINAND IV. third ſon of his 
cathoiic majeſty Charles III. 

PARM A, 

The dutchy of Parma is one of the moſt flouriſh- 

ing ſtates in Italy of it's extent, The duke's 
". Da court 
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court is thought to be the politeſt of any in Italy. 
The capital is Parma, a large populous city, with 
broad regular ſtreets, and a great number of 
handſome houſes.—It is a biſhop's ſee, and an 
univerſity, 


THE LAND OF THE CHURCH, 

Rome, it's capital, ſtands upon the Tiber, 3 
very inconſiderable river, and navigated only by 
ſmall boats, barges, and lighters. It's diſtance 
from London about nine hundred and three miles. 
This is the reſidence of the Pope. Next to Rome, 
Bologna is the moſt conſiderable city in the cccle- 
ſiaſtical ſtate. Loretto is a ſmall town, famous 
for the prodigious reſort of pilgrims, and other de- 
votecs, from a notion induſtriouſly propagated by 
the Romiſh clergy, that the houſe in which the 
Virgin Mary is ſaid to have dwelt at Nazarcth 
was carried thither through the air by angels, at- 
tended with many other miraculous circumſtances, 
ſuch as that all the trees, on the arrival of the ſacred 
manſion, bowed with the profuundeſt reverence, 
The image of the Virgin Mary, and of the Divine 
Infant, are of cedar, placed in a ſmall apartment, 
ſ:parated from the others by a ſilver baluſtrade, 
which has a gate of the ſame metal. The eccle- 
ſiaſtical tate contains many other towns celebrated 
in ancient hiſtory. 

The 


— CE 


—— 
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The country about Rome is pleaſant, but thin 
of inhabitants; the melancholy conſequence of the 
want of trade, the multitude of monks, &c. the 
rapacity of miniſters, and papal families, who, 
during their temporary grandeur, enrich them- 
ſelves at all events. 


＋ 


PIEDMONT. 
The capital of Piedmont is Turin; it is one of 
the fineſt cities in Europe, not very large, nor po- 
pulous. The king of Sardinia keeps his court here, 


and is fo abſolute, that his revenues conſiſt of what 


he pleaſs to lay upon his ſubjects. Piedmont car- 
ries on à large trade in ſilks, which, for fineneſs and 
ſtrength, are reckoned the beſt 1a Italy. 


SAVOY, 


Chamberry, the capital, is ſituated in a pleaſant 
vale, but affords little deſerving a traveller's no- 
tice, The king of Sardinia is Duke of Savoy. 
The country is extremely poor, mountainous, and 
barren, and it's natives are forced to ſeek their 
bread all over the world, 


LO SCAN Yo 


Florence is the principal city. In reſpect of the 
curioſities worthy the attention of a traveller, Flo- 
D 3 rence 
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rence exceeds every city in Italy, Rome alone ex. 
cepted. The other conſiderable towns are Piſz, 
Leghorn, and Sienna. Te firſt and laſt are much 
decayed. Tt is ſaid that few perſons in Florence 
are known to have the ſenſe of ſeeing in perfection; 
and indeed 2/5rentini ciechi, or blind Florentines, 
is a common jeſt. 
| VENICE. 

The Venetian territories are as fruitful as any 
in Italy; the fields abounding with vineyards and 
plantations of mulberries. Venice, the capital, is 
ſeated upon ſeventy-two iſlands, at the bottom of 
the north end of the Gulf of Venice, and 1s fepa- 
rated from the continent by a marihy lake of five 
Italian miles in breadth, too ſhallow for ſhips to 
navigate, and contains nothing extraordinary grand 
or beautiful. The government is ariſtocratic, un- 
der a chief magiſtrate, called a Doge, who is very 
juſtly ſaid to be a king as to robes, a ſenator in the 
council-houſe, a priſoner within the city, and a 
private man out of it. 

The era cf the foundation of Rome begins 
April 20, ſeven hundred and fifty-three years be- 
fore the birth of Chriſt. The generality of au- 
thors aflign the honour to Romulus, it's firſt 
king, who was but eighteen years old. He was 
a wile, courageous, and politic prince. 


ST, 
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Sr. PETER is placed at the head of the popes 


ſa, | or biſhops of Rome, in the thirty-third year of 
ol the common æra. The preſent pope is John- 
ce Angelo-Braſchi, born Dec. 27, 1717, made a car- 
I; dinal April 26, 1773, and elected Pope, Feb. 15, 
J 1775, a perſon of but moderate abilities, and ex- 


tremely attached to all the fidiculous ceremonies 
of the Romiſh church. He takes the name of 
Pivs VI, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


56 AN EASY INTRODUCTION 


LS 14 5 XN Ak 


GERMANY, 


As you paſs on from Italy to Germany, yon 
are in the {ituation of a traveller, who, after leay- 
ing a beautiful city, finds himſelf in a deſert co- 
vercd with briars. 

Germany is a country of large extent; the 
ſouthern parts are not unpleaſing; the northern 
exceeding bad and defert, It is bounded towards 
the north, by the German ocean, Denmark, and 
the Baltic; and towards the ſouth, by the Alps 
and Switzerland ; having Poland, Bohemia and 
Hungary on the eaſt, and the territories of France 
and the Netherlands on the weſt, being 600 miles 
Jong, 500 broad, and containing 238,808 ſquare 
miles; the number of it's inhabitants are 


24,009,000. Germany is divided into nine diſtricts, 


which 


W 
tt 
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which are called the nine circles of the empire; 
their names are, 


1. Upper Saxony. 6. Franconia. 
2. Lower Saxuny. 7. Auſtria. 
z. Tefiphalia. 8. Bavaria. 
4. Upper Rhine 9. Suabia. 

5. Lover Rhine. 


7 


Theſe circles, or diſtricts, are thus laid out in 
me man vou receive with this. 


58 AN FASY INTRODUCTION 


* 
© 
2 


„„ 
þ 


l 


Lower Saxony 


* 


T * 
Up?P 9 


Weſtphalia 


| 
| 
| 
1 


Upper Rhine 


Low. Rhine Franconia Bohemia 


Suabia Bavaria 


| _ Auſtria 


UPPER 


A 


6 py — — 2 — 


* 
*# 
, 
1 
o 
- 
* 75 
- 
& N 
>» 
* - 
= 
* = . 
i * ; 
k 7 
ar / 
— -< 
. 
o 
* „ „„ 4 * 0 — * 
— — — ͤ ̃ ͤ— co — , 
6 — — — — 4 _ _ 
— — — 5 2... ²˙ — » 7. ho 


<C 1 1 


TO GEOGRAPHY. 59 


UPPER SAXONY. 


Chief towns: DRESDEN, the capital, Witten- 
burg, Stetin on the Oder, Stralſund on the Baltic 
BERLIN, one of the fineſt and largeſt cities in all 
Germany, well fortified, populous, and the reſi- 
dence of the king of Pruſſia; Potſdam on the Elbe, 
and Francfort on the Oder. This is the richeſt 
country in Germany, if not in Europe. It's ma- 
nufactures are lace, cambricks, &c, 


LOWER SAXONY. 


The principal towns in this diviſion are HAu- 
BURGH on the Elbe, Brunſwick, Hanover, Mag- 
debourg, and Mecklenburg. 


WESTPHALIA 


Has MunsTER, beſides Embden, Paderbourn, 
Oſnaburg, ſubject to it's own biſhop, Minden, 
Duſſeldorp on the Rhine, and Liege on the Maeſe. 


UPPER RHINE. 
Chief town is FRANCFORT on the Main. 


LOWER RHINE, 


Principal towns are HziDELBERG, Worms, 
Mentz, Bon, Cologn, all on the Rhine. 


4 D 6 FRAN- 
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FRANCONIA, 


It's chief town is NUREMBERG. 


AUSTRIA. 


Chief town VIENNA®F, on the Danube, being the 
reſidence of the emperor, is conſidered as the capita] 
city of the whole German empire. The city itielf 


is not very large, but the ſuburbs are ſo extenſive 


that it may contain about 600,000 inhabitants. 


R BAVARIA. 


Chief towns, Muxicn, Saltzbourg, and Ra- 
tiſbon on the Danube. 


SUABIA, 


Principal town, AUGsBURG, beſides the vil- 
lages of Blenheim and Hockſtet near the Danube, 


famous for the fignal victories gained there by the 
duke of Marlborough. | 


To theſe may be added Bohemia, with it's chief 


town Prague, 


Moravia; chief town Olmutz : and Sileſia, chief 
town Ereſlaw. 


«+ The emperor is head, but not maſter-of the 


* Long. 160 20. Lat. 480 5o' N. Diſtance from London 
750 miles S. E. by E. 


+ Cheſterfield, ; 
| empire; 
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empire; for he can do but little without the con- 
ſent of the electors, princes, and imperial free 
cities; Which altogetner form what is called the 
diet of the empire, that aſſembles in the town of 


Ratiſtdon “ 
There are nine electors; vchich are, in order, 
The Elector of 


Mentæ. Saxony. 
Triers. Brandenburg, 
Colorne, Palatine, 
Bohemia. Haucver. 
Bavaria. 


In theſe nine is veſted the right of electing em- 
perors of Germany; for the empire is not here- 
ditary; that is to ſay, the ſon does not ſucceed his 
father; but, when an emperor dies, theſe nin 
electors aſſemble, and chooſe another. 

The electors are ſovereign princes; thoſe of 
Mentz, Triers, and Cologne, are eccleſiaſtics, 
being archbiſhops. The Elector of Bohemia is 
king of Bohemia, and his capital town is Prague; 
the Ele tor of Bavaria's capital is Munich. The 
Elector of Saxony is the moit conſiderable of all 
the cleCtors, and his electorate the fineſt; Dreſden 
is the capital, and a beautiful town. The Ele gor 
of Brandenburg is allo king of Yruſlta, and maſter 

of 
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of a great extent of country ; the capital town of 
Brandenburg is Berlin. The two molt conſider. 
able towns belonging to the eleCtor Palatine are 
Manheim and Duſſeldorp. The Elector of Ha. 
nover is alſo king of England; the capital town 
of that electorate is Hanover, a miſerable capital 
of a miſerable country. 


Beſides the electors, there are many other ſove- 


reign princes, as the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, 
the Dukes of Brunſwick, Wolfenbuttle, Wertem- 
burg, Mecklenburg, and Saxe- Gotha, the Mar- 
quis of Baden, the Prince of Naſſau, &c. 

As to the manners of theſe people, they are 
grave and honeſt, and generally very fair in their 
dealings. In either arts or war they are equally 
excellent, have an extenſive genius for mechanical 
learning, and are famous for ſome ſingular inven- 
tions, particularly that of the fatal inſtrument the 
gun. 

Germany is watered by the Danube, which 
you will obſerve to flow from eaſt to weſt, and 
falls into the Euxine ſea; the Rhine, the Maine, 
the Weſer, the Elbe, and the Oder. 

Charlemagne, or Charles the Great, king of 
France, was the founder of the German empire 
in 800. He was a good-humoured, learned, and 
valiant prince. 


Leopold 
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Leopold II. the preſent emperor, was born May | 
5, 1747 3 and married, Auguſt 5, 1766, Mary 
Louiſa, Infanta of Spain. He ſucceeded to the 
empire, and to the kingdoms of Hungary and Bo- 
hemia, &c. on the death of his brother, Joſeph II. 


Feb. 20, 1790. 


＋ 
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LE 'S 1 & K.- Al 


THE UNITED PROVINCES. 


TRE United Provinces are bounded on the eaſt 
by Germany; on the weſt and north by the Ger- 


7 8 
man ocean, and on the ſouth by Flanders. 


They confiſt of ſeven provinces, 


1. Holland. 5. Over-y/{/c!. 
2. Leauund. 6. Groningen, 
3. Utrecht. and 


4. Guelderland, 7. Friefland, 


You will ſee them laid don upon your map 
thus: 
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Though the extent of this country be ſinall, it 
is exceedingly well peopled and rich, and make 2 
figure among the firſt powers of Europe; and no 
country in the globe produces more cheeſ? : here 
the demon of gold, crowned with tobacco leaves, 
and ſeated on a throne of ch2e/ſe, is publicly wor. 
ſhipped. 

The Dutch export a great quantity of woollen 
and ſilk goods, Eaſt and Weſt India wares, 
for which they import corn, victuals, and rough 
wares. Their Eaſt-India fleet, which arrives 
every ſummer, brings them more than a hundred 
tons of gold, excluſive of pearls, diamonds, ivory 
copper, . pepper, cloves, nutmegs, cinnamon, gin- 
ger, &c. 

The government is of an oligarchic form, 
and the revenue five millions. Their forces 
27,000, Can raiſe 100, ooo. Navy 10 fail of the 
line, and 12 others; zo frigates, five loops, and 
one cutter, 

Their religion is Calviniſm, 


HOLLAND. 


Holland is by far the fineſt and richeſt of theſe 
United Provinces, which, all together, form what 
is called the States-General of the United Pro- 
vinces; that is, an aſſembly conſiſting of the de- 

| puties 
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| puties of the ſeven provinces, who meet at the 
Hague, and are ſtylzd High iightineſſes, being a 
very conſiderable and powerful republic. I have 
oſtentimes told you that a republic is a free ſtate, 
without any king. The Prince of Orange is their 
ſtadtholder or general. f 


AMSTERDAM *, reckoned the capital of the 


E United Provinces, is a very fine and rich city, at 
tte diſtance of about two hundred and ten miles 
E from London, and includes 250,000 inhabitants. 


There are beſides, in Holland, ſeveral towns, 
ſuch as Dort, Hacrlem, Leyden, an univerſity ; 
Delft, and Rotterdam, the birth-place of the fa- 
mous Eraſmus, ſituated upon the Maeſe. 

There are reckoned four hundred villages, 
which for their largeneſs may be eſteemed towns, 
the chief of which is the Hague, the largeſt and 
molt beautiful village in the world. It is the reſi- 
dence of all the foreign ambaſſadors, and ſtrangers 
of diſtinction. 

You will obſerve throughout Holland the greateſt 
cleanlineſs ; the very ſtreets are cleaner than out 
houſes are here, 


GUELDERLAND, 


The chief towns of this dutchy are NIMEGUEN 
, | and 
Long. 524 E. Lat. 520 25 N. 
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; : | Goal 
and Arnheim. The province of Zutphen kx Ml p 
a ſelve 
been added to it ſince the year 1545. | e 

one 

OVER-YSSEL. | the 
; rar 

DEveNTER on the Y ſſel is the capital. 5 : 
rep 

GRONINGEN, * 

a vin 

It's capital GRONINGEx. ; 
go, 

FRIESLAND. 92 

2 fer 
Chief town Lewarden. U 
ZEALAND. rie 

= | fil 

Principal towns MIDDLEBURG and Fluſhing, A 

UTRECHT. 


Capital town UTRECHT, ſo called as an abbre- 
viation from ultrajadtum, becauſe this province 
lies beyond the Rhine. 

The people are not airy enough for joy, nor 
warm enough for love; this, indeed, you will hear 
ſometimes talked of amongſt their young fellows 


1s very rare for any of them to be really in love, nor 
do the women ſeem to care whether they are or not. 
Theſe provinces were originally an aſſemblage 
of ſeveral lordſhips, dependent upon the kings of 
Spain; 
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Spain; from waoſe yoke they withdrew them- 
ſ-lves, during the reign of Philip II. in the year 
one thouſand five hundred and ſeventy- nine, under 
the conduct of the Prince of Orange, (great- 
grandfather of our William III.) and formed the 
republic now called the ſeven United Provinces, 
or Holland, that being the moſt remarkable pro- 
vince, The office of Stadtholder, or captain- 
general of the United Provinces, made hereditary 
in the Prince of Orange's family, not excepting 
females, 1747. The preſent Stadtholder is William- 
Henry-Naſſau, born 8th of March, 1748; mar- 
ried Oct. 4, 1767, Frederica-Sophia- Wilhelmina, 
filter to the king of Pruſſia. 


LE T. 
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LETTER XL 


THE NETHERLANDS, 


THe Netherlands, called alſo the Spaniſh pro. 
vinces, becauſe formerly under the dominion of 
the Spaniards, are ſituated between France, Ger. 
many, and Holland. 


This country is divided into ten provinces, 
named, 


i. Flanders, belong- 6. Limbourg, 


ing to the Dutch, 7. Antwerp. 
Auſtrians, and 8. Mechlinall, belong+ 
French. ing to Auſtria, 
2. Artois, famous for 9. Brabant, ſubject to 
tapeſtry. the Dutch and Auſ- 
3. Haimault, trians. 
4. Namur. 10. Cambray, ſubject to 
5. Luxembourg, France. 


Theſe provinces are ſituated upon your map 
nearly in the following manner: 
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The inhabitants of this country are called Fey, 


. his 
ings: they are heavy, blunt, honeſt people; by qu 
b their manners are very indelicate. They are al f 
| moſt rigid Roman Catholics. 901 
| Their principal manufactures are fine lawns, an 
| cambric, lace, and tapeſtry, with which they carry Er 

on a very advantageous traffic, eſpecially with 

| England, from whence it is computed they receive 80 
F a balance of half a million annually in time of th 
| peace, D 
The principal cities and towns are, Dunkirk, w 
which belonged formerly to the Spaniards, and 5 

was taken by Oliver Cromwell, 1658; but after- R 

wards moſt ſhamefully fold to France by King 5 

Charles II. for five hundred thouſand pounds, y 

1662. The fortifications towards the ſea, the | 
| baſon, and the canutt2 deſtroyed effectually, under 


the inſpection of Englith engineers, 1763 and 
1764. | 

Liſle is a very great, rich, and ſtrong town, be- 
longing to France, and the chief town of French 
Flanders, 

Ghent is the capital of that part of Flan- 
ders that belongs to the Houſe of Auſtria, It 
is a very large town, but neither rich nor ſtrong. 
The Emperor Charles V. was born there, and 

his 
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his ſtatue is upon a pillar in the middle of a great 
ſquare. 

BRUSSELS is the chief town of Brabant, and a 
very fine one. Here the belt camblets are made, 
and moſt of the fine laces that you ſee worn in 
England. ; 

Antwerp, once the emporium of the European 
continent, is now reduced to be a tapeſtry and 
tiiread-lace ſhop. One of the firſt exploits of the 
Dutch, ſoon after they ſhook off the Spaniſh yoke, 
was to ruin at once the commerce of Antwerp, 
by ſinking veſſels, loaded with ſtone in the mouth 
of the river Scheld; thus ſhutting up for ever the 
entrance of that river to ſhips of burden. This 
was the more cruel, as the people of Antwerp had 
been their friends and fellow-ſufferers in the cauſe 
of liberty. 

You will find proviſion all through the Nether- 
lands extremely good and cheap. A ſtranger may 
dine on ſeven or eight diſhes of meat for leſs than 
2 ſhilling Engliſh. Travelling is fafe and delight- 
tul in this luxurious country. The roads are 
generally a broad cauſe-way, and run for ſome 
miles in a ſtraight line, till they terminate with 
the view of ſome noble building. | 

Flanders, originally the country of the ancient 
Belgæ, was copquered by Julius Cæſar forty- 

| E ſeven 
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ſeven years before Chriſt ; paſſed into the hands yr 
France, A. D. 412; and was governed by ip; 
earls, ſubject to that crown, from 864 to 136, 
By marriage, it then came into the Houſe of 
Auſtria; but was yielded to Spain in 1556. Shook 
off the Spaniſh yoke 1572, and in the year 1725 
by the treaty of Vienna, was annexed to the Ger. 
-man empire. 


Your affectionate 
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SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. 


SPAIN 1s bounded, eaſt, by the Mediterranean 
Sea; weſt, by Portugal; north, by the Bay of 
Biſcay and France; and ſouth, by the Straits of 
Gibraltar. Is 700 miles long, 500 broad, con- 
tains 150,243 ſquare miles, and has 7,500,000 in- 
habitants, 

This country is divided into fourteen provinces, 
which are thus diſpoſed upon your map. 


In the Middle. 7. Aſturia, and 


1. New Caſtile, and 8. Biſcay. 
2. Old Caſtile. On the E. and S8. 
Towards the Pyrenean 9. Valencia. 
Mountains. 10. Murcia, and 
3. Navarre. 11. Granada. 
4. Arragon, and On the Weſt. 
5. Catalonia. 12. Andaluſia. 
On the North. 13. Eftra-Madura, and 
6, Gallicia, 14. Leon, 
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The Spaniards have, in general, an olive com- 
plexion, are of a middle ſtature, rather lean, but 
well made: they have fine ſparkling eyes, gloſſy 
black hair, and a ſmall well ſhaped head. The 
men have muſtachios on their lips. 

The dreſs of the men is very commodious ; 

they cover their head with a linen cap, wear a 

flapped hat, with a buckle-band round the crown, 
and keep it fixed to the head by another ribbon 
below the chin. They wear no cravats, have a 
waiſtcoat with the fleeves ſlaſhed before, with 
{mall cuffs, and a long wide jacket of dark brown 
or black cloth over this, linen ſtockings, with low 
quartered ſhoes. 

The ladies wear their hair, either in long or 
broad trefles, or ſhort with a toupte and an 
aigrette, or tied up at top; hoops are not uſual 
here. They wear a ſort of hood, which fits very 
cloſe, this they put over their heads in the {treets» 
but throw it backward when they are in their 
houſes; two ſtraps of a hand's-breadth hang down 
from it to the feet. When they go to church, a 
rolary, or pater-noſter, and a fan are neceflary to 
their dreſs*. 

Spain is governed by an abſolute monarch, and 
the Romiſh religion, attended with all the horrors 

E 3 of 
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* Olibeck, 
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of the Inquiſition, a tribunal diſgraceful to human 
nature, is alone tolerated in this country. 

From Spain we receive wines, oil, olives, 
raiſins, cheſnuts, almonds, figs, citrons, lemons, 
oranges, cocoa nuts, Spaniſh pepper, pomegra- 
nates, fine wool, indigo, cochineal, raw filk, 
balſam of Peru, chocolate, ſarſapariſla, faltpetre, 
iron, {word blades, piſtol barrels, vermillion, borax, 
hams, ſnuff, and ſeveral drugs, the growth of Spain 
and America. 

The revenue amounts to five millions. Their 
forces, at preſent, are 99,coo; Navy, 70 fail of 
the line; three of 50 guns ſhips; 17 frigates; 19 
ſloops; two fire-ſhips, and two hofpital ſhips ; in 
all 113. 

The principal cities in Spain, are MaApRIDX, 
it's capital; a dirty, uncomfortable place to live in. 
It contains about four hundred thouſand inhabitants, 
and inſtead of a regular fortification is only ſur- 
rounded by a mud wall. The houſes are chiefly 
brick, but look more like Engliih prifons, than the 
habitations of people at liberty, the windows being 
ftrongly grated with iron bars. Proviſions of all 
kindsare extremely dear their wine is not good, but 
their bread and mutton are excellent. The air is 
very pure; their ſummers are exceedingly hot, and 

their 
* Long. 3 15 W. Lat. 400 30 N. 
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their winters intenſely cold. It's diſtance from Lon- 
don is about ſeven hundred and eighty miles, ſouth. 

In the environs of Madrid there are a great many 
royal palaces, particularly Buen-Retiro, eaſt; and 
El Pardo, welt. 

Tort Do, upon the Tagus, the capital of Spain 
ander the Goths, is an ancient town, beautiful, 
large, and well peopled; it ſtands on a mountain. 
It's archbiſhop is primate of the kingdom, grand 
chancellor of Caſtile, and counſellor of ſtate; he 
has a magnificent palace, and enjoys a revenue of 
two hundred and fifty thouſand crowns, 

CAaniz, anciently Gades, and oftentimes called 
by tne Englith Cales, is upon the ocean, in a ſmall 
illand, ſeparated from the continent of Andaluſia. 
This town is large, fine, and rich. The goodneſs of 
it's port and bay has rendered it extremely popu- 
lous. It had formerly a temple dedicated to Her- 
cules, and there are ſtill ſeen in the iſle. of Cadiz 
two metal columns, ſuppoſed by ſome to be the 
pillars of that celebrated heathen deity. 

Seville is, next to Madrid, the largeſt and beſt 
built City in Spain. It ſtands upon the river Gua- 
dalquiver, and is the capital of Andaluſia. It is 
a great trading town, and the magazine of the 
ew World. It has a rich archbiſhopric, whole 
metropolitan Church is vait and magnificent; a 
; E 4 celebrated 
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celebrated univerſity, and a dreadfully ſevere in. 
quifition. The ſituation of this town is ſo charm. 
ing, that many Gothic and Mooriſh kings reſided 
here. There are ſtill to be ſeen in it many ſump. 
tuous edifices. 

Gibraltar is a fortreſs extremely important by 
it's ſituation near the Straits, and entrance of the 
Mediterranean. It's port is good and large, 
and it's garriſon ſtrong. The Engliſh took it 
from the Spaniaras in the year 1704, and it was 
confirmed to us by the treaty of Utrecht in 1713. 
The Spaniards beſieged it in vain in 1727, and 
again in the late war. The Pyrenees, a chain of 
high mountains, divide France from Spain, ex- 
tending from the Bay of Biſcay to the Mediter- 
ranean ſea, about two hundred miles. 

The firſt inhabitants of Spain were the Celtz, 
a people of Gaul; after them the Phoenicians 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the moſt ſouthern parts of 
the country, and may well be ſuppoſed to have 
been the firſt civilizers of this kingdom, and the 
founders of the moſt ancient cities. After theſe 
followed the Grecians; then the Carthaginians, on 
whoſe departure, ſixteen years before Chriſt, it 
became ſubject to the Romans, till the year four 
hundred, when the Goths, Vandals, Suevi, Alans, 
and Sillingi, on Conſtantine's withdrawing his 

| ſorces 
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forces from that kingdom to the eaſt, invaded it, 
and divided it amongſt them; but the Goths in a 
little time were ſole maſters of it under their King 
ALARICK I. who founded the Spaniſh monarchy. 
After a regular ſucceſſion of monarchs we come 
to the preſent King CHARLES IV. who aſcend- 
ed the throne upon the death of his father, 
Charles III. ia December, 1738. He married, 
the 4th of September, 1765, the Princeſs Louiſa, 
of Parma. 


C 

This kingdom is to the weſt of Spain. It has 
the province of Galicia, north; Leon, New Caſ- 
tile, and Andaluſia, eaſt; and the Atlantic Ocean, 
weſt and South. Is zoo miles long, ioo broad, 
contains 27,851 ſquare miles, and 2, ooo, ooo in- 
habitants. 

It is divided into ſix provinces; which are, 


1. Eftramadura. 5. Alanteſo. 

2. Beira. 6. Algarve, which 

z. Entre Minho e though the ſmalleſt 
Dauro. province, has the 

4. Tralos-HHontes. title of kingdom. 


Theſe fix provinces are thus laid out upon the 
incloſed map. * 


Ses map pf Spain and Portugal facing Spain. 
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Portugal is, at preſent, little leſs than a kingdom 
of prieſts, monks, and nuns, who entirely devour 
the ſubſtance of the country. Its crown is here- 
ditary, and government abſolute. "The Popiſh re- 
ligion is practiſed here with all its ridiculous ſu- 
perſtitions in the higheſt degree, No other reli- 
gion is permitted. | 

The revenue amounts to three millions and 
half. Forces 14,000; can raiſe 30,000. 

The people are treacherous, ungrateful, and in- 
temperate in their paſſion for revenge. Their 
chief employment is trade. They poſſeſs all the 
riches of the Eaſt and Weſt Indies. Veſſels arrive 
every day in their ports loaded with the merchan- 
diſes of Africa, Arabia, Perſia, India, China, Braſil, 
Kc. In a word, they have every thing that may 
contribute to magnificence, pleaſures, and health. 

Lis BORN“, at the mouth of the Tagus, is the capi- 
tal, and the reſidence of the kings of Portugal. It is 
an extenſive, populous, and wealthy city, built like 
old Rome on ſeven little hills. Nov. 1, 1755, it 
was laid level with the ground by a tremendous 
earthquake, which was ſucceeded by a general con- 
flagration, owing to the great number of lights 

burning at the altars in the churches and convents 
tor the feſtival of the Auto de ſe, or Act of Faith, 


p E 6 and 
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and to incendiaries, who, to pillage the city with 
greater ſecurity during the calamity, ſet fire to it in 
many parts. "The Engliſh inhabitants making it a 
rule to retire into the country the day before the 
celebration of this feſtival, to avoid being inſulted 
as Proteſtants, were preſerved ; but upwards of 
ten thouſand natives and foreigners loſt their lives, 
It is 58; miles 8. W. of London, and has 160,000 
inhabitants, 

Oporto is, next to Liſbon, the largeſt city in 
Portu gal ; it ſtands in the province of Entre Minhy 
e Douro, at the mouth of the river Douro, and 
carries on a great trade with England for the wine 
fo well known to us by the name of Port. It is 
ſuppoſed that the kingdom received it's name from 
this wine. 

Portugal was anciently called Luſitania, and in- 
habited by tribes of wandering and unknown peo- 
ple, till it became ſubject to the Carthaginians and 
Phoenicians, who were diſpoſſeſſed by the Romans 
two hundred and fifty years before Chriſt. In the 
fifth century it fell under the yoke of the Swevi 
and Vandals, who were driven out by the Goths 
of Spain, in the year 589; but when the Moors of 
Africa made themſelves maſters of the greateſt 
part of Spain, in the beginning of the 8th cen- 

tury, they penetrated into Luſitania : there they 
eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed governors, who made themſelves kings. 
After many fruitleſs attempts made by the kings of 
Leon on this part of Spain, Alonzo V. king of 
Caſtile and Leon, carried here his victorious arms, 
and to inſure his conqueſt he gave it, in the year 
1083, with the title of count or earl, to Henry, 
grandſon of Robert king of France, who had mar- 
ried Theodora, Alonzo's natural daughter. Hen- 
ry was ſucceeded in his earldom by his fon Alonzo, 
who, encouraged by his conqueſts over the Moors, 
in the year 1139, aſſumed the title of king of Por- 
tugal. His ſucceſſors continued till 1580, when, 
upon the death of Henry, ſurnamed the Cardinal, 
it was ſeized upon by Philip II. king of Spain, 
aſter a war of two or three years; but in 1640, 
the people rebelled, ſhook off the Spaniſh yoke, 
and elected for their king the duke of Braganza, 
who took the name of John IV. in whoſe family 
it has ever ſince remained independent of Spain. 
Her preſent Majeſty's name is Mary FRaANces 
ISABELLA, born Dec. 17, 1734; married June 6 
1760, her uncle Don Pedro, now joint ſovereign, 
for whoſe marriage a diſpenſation was obtained 
from the Pope, to prevent a foreigner's admiſſion 
to the crown, 


Poſjeſuns 
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Paſſeſſions of the Ring of Portugal out of Eur, 


In As1a, Goa, and ſome other Places on the 
Coromandel coaſt ; and Macoa near China. 

In AFRICA, they have the town of Maragon 
in the kingdom of Morocco, the Madeira, and 
Cape Verd Iſlands; ſome forts on the river Gan. 
bia in Guinſea ; the iſlands Fernandobo, St. Tho. 
mas, and Anabo; Loando, a town in Congo, 
where there is a conſiderable colony eſtabliſhed, 
on the eaſtern coaſt they have Moſambane, and 
ſeveral other forts, and moſt of the petit kings 
of this country are tributaries to the Portugueſe, 

In Sour AMERICA they have Brafil, from 
whence they bring great riches; and between 
Europe and North America they have alſo the 
Azores or Terceres. 


Adicu. 
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SWISSERLAND. 


SWISSERLAND is a ſmall romantic country 
lying upon the Alps, between France, Germany, 
and Italy; more particularly between Alface and 
Suabia in Germany, on the north; Tyrol and 
Trent, on the eaſt; by Italy, on the ſouth ; 
Franche Compte and Burgoyne, on the weſt ; 
and is the higheſt ſpot of ground in Europe. 


The diviſion of Swiſſerland is into thirteen can- 


tons, which are, 


Zurich. 
Bern. 

Baſil. 

Schaff hauſen. 
Lucern, 
Friburg. 
Solothurn. 


Thus delineated upon your incloſed map. 
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Sꝛoitz. 

Lri. 
Underwald, 
Lug. 
Glaris, and 
Appenzel. 
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On your firſt entering Swiſſerland, you would 
ſuppoſe it to be a chaos of barren rocks and craggy 
mountains, heaped one upon another ; perpetual 
ſows and gloomy vallies ! a dreary, deſolate, but 
ſublime appearance ! it looks like the ruins and 
wreck of a world, ſcarcely affording it's wretched 
inhabitants the ſupport of a calamitous life ; but 
on the contrary, the country yields not only good 
wine, filh, wood, flax, horſes, ſheep, deer, &c. with 
all the neceſſaries of human life, but likewiſe ex- 
ports an abundance of many valuable commo- 
dities, ſuch as flax, linen, crape, hempen-cloth, 
drugs, &c. 

The Swiſs are a plain, but honeſt people, true 
and faithful to their words : the men are remark- 
ably ſtrong, robuſt, ſober, courageous, and moſt 
excellent ſoldiers. Their drels is very particular 
they have little round hats, like thoſe worn by the 
Dutch ſkippers their coats and waiſtcoats are all 

of a kind of coarſe black cloth; their breeches 
are of a coarſe linen, ſomething like ſailors trow- 
ters, but drawn together in plaits below the knees, 
and the ſtockings are of the ſame ſtuff with the 
breeches. 

The women wear ſhort jackets, with a great 
ſuperfluity of buttons. The unmarried women 
value themſelveg on the length of their hair, which 

they 
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they ſeparate into two diviſions, and allow to har» 
at it's full length, braided with ribbands. After 
marriage, theſe treſſes are no longer permitted to 
hang down; but being twiſted round the head 
in ſpiral lines, are fixed at the crown, with large 
filver pins. This is the only difference, in point 
of dreſs, which matrimony makes. 

Marrried and unmarried wear ſtraw hats, ornz- 
mented with black ribbands. 

Their government is a free republic; the dit 
ferent cantons, though united together by a com- 
mon bond, being governed by their own laws. 

They ſpeak French and German ; the former 
language is ſpoken only in the ſouth and the weft, 
The Griſons ſpeak Italian. 

The principal cities in Swiſſerland are Berne, 
and Zurich. 

BERNE, the capital of the canton of the ſame 
name, is the moſt beautiful, neat, and convenient 
town in Swiſſerland. The houſes are of a fine 
white free-{tone, and pretty uniform, with por- 
ticos, or piazzas, by which means you may walk 
from one end of the town to the other, without 
receiving any injury from the weather. It has 
a magnificent temple, hoſpital, granary, and one 
of the moſt beautiful, grand, and beſt furniſhed 
arſenals in Swiſſerland. There is a very elegant 

building 
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building juſt compleated, which accommodates 
fr many public amuſements, ſuch as balls, con- 
certs, and theatrical entertainments. 'The in- 
habitants of Berne are great enemies to lewdneſs; 
they puniſh adultery with death, and one ſingle act 
of fornication renders a man incapable of holding 
any public office during the remainder of his 
life. 

The canton of Berne, in extent of country and 
number of inhabitants, is reckoned nearly equal 
to all the other taken together. 

Zurich, upon the lake of the ſame name, is an 
ancient town, large, well built, populous, and 
rich by it's manufactories of crape. It is fortified 
in the modern manner, has an arſenal well pro- 
vided, a public library, and a learned academy. 
It has two things remarkable and worthy at- 
tention, - the ſtatue of Charlemagne on horſeback, 
—and a fountain which throws it's water one 
hundred and fifteen feet high. The famous 
Reformer Ulrie Zuingle was a native of this 
town. 

The canton of Zurich is the firſt in order, and 
has the precedence in the general aſſemblies. This 
priority has been given it by common conſent of 
the other cantons, on account of the power and 
antiquity of the gown of Zurich. 

The 
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The old inhabitants of this country were cal. 
led Helvetii ; they were defeated by Julius Cæſat, 
fifty-ſeven years before Chriſt, and the territory 
remained ſubject to the Romans, till it was con. 
quered by the Alemans, German emigrants, 
A. D. 395, who were expelled by Clovis, King * 


of France, in 496. It underwent another revo. the 
lation in 888, being made part of the kingdom of ot 
Burgundy. In 1032, it was given by the laſt 8 
king, of Burgundy to Conrad II. emperor of A 
Germany; from which time it was held as part 

of the empire, till the year 1307, when a very it 
ſingular revolt delivered the Swiſs cantons from by 
the German yoke, Griſler, governor of theſe tl 
provinces for the Emperor Albert, having ordered 8 
one William Tell, an illuſtrious Swiſs patriot, K 


under pain of death, to ſhoot at an apple placed 
on the head of one of his children; he had the 
dexterity, though the diſtance was very conſider- 
able, to ſtrike it off without hitting the child, 
The tyrant perceiving that he had another ar- 
row concealed under his cloak, aſked him for what 
purpoſe ? to which he boldly replied, © To have 
ſhot you to the heart, if I had had the misfortune 
to kill my ſon.” The enraged governor ordered 
him to be hanged ; but his fellow-citizens, ani- 
mated by his fortitude and patroitiſm, flew to 

| arms, 
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arms, attacked and vanquiſhed Griſler, who was 
ſhot to death by Tell, and the independency of 
the ſeveral ſtates of this country, now called the 


, Thirteen Cantons, under a republican form of 
a government, took place immediately; which was 
; made perpetual by a league ,among themſelves, in 
8 the year 1315; and confirmed by treaty with the 
if other powers of Europe, 1649. Seven of theſe 
} cantons are Roman Catholics, and ſix Proteſ- 
f tants. 


Whether all the incidents of Tell's ſtory be 
true or fabulous, the men (whoever they were) 
who rouſed and incited their fellow citizens to 
throw off the Auſtrian yoke, deſerve to be re- 
garded as patriots, having undoubtedly been ac- 
tuated by that principle, ſo dear to every ge- 
nerous heart, the ſpirit of independence. 


Who with the gen'rous ruſtics fate, 
“On Uri's rock in cloſe divan, 
* And wing'd that arrow ſure as fate, 
Which aſcertain'd the ſacred rights of man.“ 


THE SWISS ALLIES. 


By the Swiſs Allies, I do not mean great fo- 
reign powers with whom they are in alliance, but 
thoſe ſtates, or {mall republics, which joined the 

Helvetic 
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Helvetic confederacy, are under their protection, 
and are included by other countries under the 
general name of Swiſlerland. Theſe ſtates, or 
Swiſs Allies, are ſituated on the frontiers of Syic. 
ſerland ; their names are, 

1. The abbey and town of St. Gale, N. of the 
canton of Appenzel. 

2. The Griſons, S. E. of the Swiſs. 

3. The Valois, S. of the Swils. 

4, The republic of Geneva, S. E. of the Lake 
of Geneva. 

5. The counties of Neufchatel, and of Valan- 
gin, E. of Swiſſerland. 

6 The town of Bienne, N. E. of the Lake of 
Neufchatel. 

7. The biſhoprick of Bale, S. of * 

8. The town of Muhlhauſer . % 


m Alſace, toward 
the ſouth, 8 
7 Adieu. 
— 2 ee — 
„ ov 
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de LE T-T-E II. 

or | | 

lf POLAND AND PRUSSIA. 

le Ta1s extenſive kingdom lies between the Bal- 


tic and Ruſha on the north; the ſame Ruſſia on 
the eaſt; Little Tartary, Turkey in Europe, and 
Hungary on the ſouth ; and Germany on the weſt: 


e is 700 miles long, 680 broad, contains 222,000 
ſquare miles, and has 1 1,000,000 inhabitants. 
h It's ancient ſituation was, part in Germany and 


part in European Sarmatia. The principal inha- 
f bitants were the Vandals, the Venites, the Alains, 
& 


Poland is generally divided into the following 
6 provinces. | | 
1. Great Poland. 8. Volbinia. | 
2. Leſer Poland. 9. Maſovia. 
3. Pruſſia Royal, 10. Samogotia. ö 
3. Poleſia. 11. Polachia. | 
5. Podolia. 12. Courland, ſubject j 
6. Red Ruſſia, to Ruſſia. f 
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Poland, though intenſely cold, is yet very fer- 
tile in corn; alſo cattle, timber, pitch, tar, mines 
of copper, iron, minerals, &c. manufacture of 
leather, linen, ſoap, &c. The Polanders are well 
made and handſome; the peaſants are extremely 
clowniſh, and well adapted to their ſervile con- 
dition. The nobility are generous, polite, and 
affable to ſtrangers ; jealous of their liberty even 
to exceſs, and fond of high and luxurious living. 
They cannot engage in trade under penalty of de- 
gradation. 

The language of the Polanders is the Sclavonic 
mixed with the German. The Latin is alſo very 
common, and the nobility and gentry ſpeak 
French. 

The religion of the country is the Catholic; 
but Jews, Turks, and Inidels are tolerated, 
The clergy are extremely rich, powerful, and 
ignorant. | 

A revolution in favour of monarchy has lately 
taken place in this country; the ſucceſſion, which 
was elective, is to be hereditary. 

The capital cities in Poland are Cracow and 
Warſaw, 

Cracow is ſituated on the banks of the Viſtu- 
la. Thecity is very extenſive and well built, but 
the ſtreets are badly paved, though very wide and 
F ſtraight, 
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ſtraight. It's public ſquare is one of the largeſt in 
Europe. The cathedral, dedicated to Staniſlaus, 
patron of Poland, is the ſepulchre of the kings, 
and the place of their coronation. Cracow has x 
celebrated univerſity, and a biſhop, who precedes 
all the other biſhops of the kingdom. 

WARSAW X“, upon the Viſtula, is a handſome 
and well peopled town, and its ſituation extremely 
agreeable. In the plains near this city the gentle. 
men of Poland uſed to meet on horſeback to ele& 
their kings, and lay encamped on the plains till the 
election was over. It is ſurrounded by ſuburbs more 
extenſive than the city itſelf, for the nobility have here 
their palaces, and the monks their convents. Their 
ſtreets are large and ſtraight, but badly paved, fo that 
in winter they are ſcarcely paſſable. It is 760 miles 
caſt of London, and has 40,000 inhabitants, 

PoLanD was anciently the country of the 
Vandals, who emigrated from it to invade the 
Roman empire. It was erected into a duchy, of 
which Lechus was the firſt duke, A. D. 694. 
In his time the uſe of gold and filver was unknown 
to his ſubjects, their commerce being carried on 
only by exchange of goods. It became a king- 
dom in the year 1000; Otho III. emperor of Ger- 
many, conferring the title of king on Boleſlaus I. 

Red 
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Red Ruſſia was added to this kingdom by Boleſlaus 
II. who married the heireſs of that country, A. D. 
10:9, The preſent ſovereign is Staniſlaus Auguſ- 
tus (late count Poniatowſki) born the 17th of Janu- 

ary, 1732, elected the 7th of September, and crown- | 
ed the 25th of November,” 1764, on the death of 
Auguſtus, who died October the 5th, 1763. Diſ- 

membered by the emperor of Germany, the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia, and the king of Pruſſia, who, by a 
partition treaty, ſeized the moſt valuable territories, 
1772. It was their cuſtom not to inter their dead 
king till a new one was Choſen. 


PRUSSIA. 


'The kingdom of Pruflia is bounded north, by 
part of Samogotia; ſouth, by Poland Proper and 
Maſovia; eaſt, by part of Lithuania; and weſt, 
by Poliſh Pruſſia and the Baltic. Its length two 
hundred miles, breadth one hundred and twenty; 
and has 600,000 inhabitants. 

The government is deſpotic, and ſucceſtion 
nereditary. The religion proteſtant, but all are 
permitted and protected. 

Koningſberg “, at the diſtance of 940 miles eaſt 
of London, is the capital. This city is large and 
„ beau- 
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* 


| beautiful, and divided into three parts. It has 
| many fine public buildings, and a celebrated uni. 


verſity. Its principal commerce is in the timber 
of oaks and fir-trees, in wax and honey, The 
| number of it's inhabitants is 56,000, 
| Pruſſia was antiently inhabited by an idolatrous 
and cruel people. The barbarity and ravages they 
were continually making upon their neighbours, 
obliged, about the middle of the thirteenth century, 
| Conrad, duke of Maſovia, to call to his aſſiſtance 
| the Knights of the Teutonic order, who were 
| juſt then returned from the Holy Land. Theſe 
Knights choſe a grand maſter. They attacked thoſe 
people with ſucceſs, and after a bloody war of fifty 
years, reduced them to obedience, and obliged them 
to embrace Chriſtianity. They maintained their 
conqueſt till 1525, when Albert, Margrave of 
Brandenburg, their laſt grand maſter, having made 
himſelf maſter of all Pruſſia, ceded the weſtern 
part to the king of Poland, and was acknowledged 
duke of the eaſtern part, but to be held as a hef of 
that kingdom. The elector, Frederic-William, 
ſurnamed the Great, by a treaty with Poland in 
1656, obtained a confirmation of this part of 
Pruſſia to him and his heirs, freed from vaſlalage, 
and in 1663 he was declared independent and ſo- 
| vereign duke. With theſe titles, and as grand 
| maſter 
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maſter of the "Teutonics, they continued till 1701, 
when Frederick, ſon of Frederick- William the 
Great, and grand- father of the late king, raiſed the 
duchy of Pruſſia to a kingdom, and on January 18, 
1701, in a ſolemn aſſembly of the ſtates of the em- 
pire, placed the crown with his own hands upon 
his head; ſoon after which he was acknowledged as 
king of Pruſſia by all the other European powers, 
The prince who at preſent fills the throne 1s 
Frederic IV. nephew to the late king. 


Yours moſt affectionately. 


T4 LET. 


102 AN EASY INTRODUCTION 


LETTER XVII. 


DENMARE. 


DExXMARK, lying on the north of Germany, 
is made up of eight iſlands in the Baltic fea, be. 
ſides a peninſula called Jutland, about two hun. 
dre and forty miles long, and one hundred and 
eighty broad, containing 63,200 ſquare miles, and 
1,229,000 inhabitants. | 

The iſlands are named Zeland, Funen, Lang- 
land, Laland, Falſtar, Mona, Femeren, and Alſen. 

Jutland, the peninſula, is divided into north and 
ſouth; the north part has retained the name of 
Jutland, but the ſouth part, which borders upon 
Germanp, is called the duchy of Sleſwick. 

The Illes and peninſula lie thus upon your map. 
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Denmark is an hereditary kingdom, and ge- 
verned in an abſolute manner; but the Daniſh 
kings are legal ſovereigns, and perhaps the only 
legal ſovereigns in the world; for the ſenators, 
nobility, clergy, and commons, diveſted themſelves 
of their right, as well as power, in the year 1660, 
and made a formal ſurrender of their liberties to 
the then King Frederick III. Their religion is 
Lutheran, no other being tolerated. 

The Danes, though tall and ſtrong bodied men, 
are low-ſpirited wretches, having neither the cou- 
rage or vigour of their enterpriſing anceſtors, who 
were at one time maſters of England, In their 
habits they uſually imitate the French dreſs; but 
in winter, they wrap themſelves up in furs and 
woo), Hike their neighbours, 

As this is a flat country, abounding in bogs 
and moraſles, and ſurrounded by the ſea, it is ex- 
tremely ſubject to fogs and foul air, and affords a 
very indifferent ſoil; but little corn, except rye, 
grows here, and good paſture is very ſcarce, 

The commodities they export are timber, lean 

cattle, dry fiſh, iron, naval ſtores, and Eaſt-India 
wares; for which they import wine, oil, tobacco, 
falt, ſilk, woollen, ſtuffs, ſugar, and ſpices. 

The metropolis and reſidence of his preſent 
Daniſh Majeſty, CHRISTIAN VII. is at Copen- 
hagen, 
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hagen, a large, rich, and well fortified town, where 
there are about eighty thouſand inhabitants. It 
ſtands on the eaſtern ſhore of the iſland of Zealand, 
at the diſtance of fix hundred and ten miles north 
eaſt from London. The houſes in the principal 
ſtreets are built with brick, and thoſe in their lanes 
chiefly with timber. 

His Majeſty has a country ſeat about twenty 
miles from Copenhagen, called Frederiſburg. It 
is a molt magnificent houſe, and well built, but 
ill contrived and badly ſituated, being in a moitt 
and unhealthy marſh. 

Bartholinus, celebrated for his knowledge of 
anatomy, and Ticho-Brache, the famous aſtro- 
nomer, were natives of this country. 


Territories belonging to the Crown of Denmark. 


The cold iſland of Iceland in the northern ſeas; 
Greenland, not much known; Nova Zembla, an 
uninhabited country; the Land of Jeſſo, in Aſia, 
abounding in furs. In the Eaſt Indies, on this fide 
the Ganges, on the Coromandel coaſt, they have 
Tranquebar, a very fine and much frequented ſea 
port. In Africa, they have the forts of Chriſtian- 
burg and Frederiſburg. 

Denmark, the ancient kingdom of the Goths, 
was little known till the year 714, when Gormo 

F 5 was 
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was king; and Suenon king of Norway in ggg, 
'Thefe two kingdoms were united under Eric IX. 
in 1412. The crown was elective till 1660, when 
jt was declared hereditary, in favour of Frederic 
III. Chriſtian VII. is the preſent ſovereign. He 
was born the 29th of January, 1749, and ſucceeded 
his Father Feb. 14, 1765. He viſited England in 
1768. His queen, the youngelt ſiſter of George 
III. king of Great Britain, was ſuddenly ſeized, 
confined in a caſtle, as a tate priſoner, and after. 
wards baniſhed the kingdom. dhe died in exile 
1775. The Counts Struenſee and Brandt (the 
firſt prime minitter, and the queen's phyſician) 
were ſeized at the fame time, January 16, 1772, 
and beneaded the ſame year. By his late queen he 
has iflue, Frederic, Prince Royal, born January 28, 
1763; and Louiſa Auguſta, born July 7, 1771. 


LE T- 
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LET T-.E-R- XVII. 


SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 


Sweden almoſt encompaſſes the Baltic Sea. 
It is bounded by Daniſh Lapland on the north; 
by Ruſſia on the eaſt; by the Baltic, which di- 
vides it from Germany, on the ſouth; and by 
Norway on the weſt. Is 800 miles long, 500 broad, 
contains 228,715 ſquare miles, with 2,000,000 in- 
habitants. 

It is divided into five large provinces, which 
are, 


1. Sweden Proper. 4. Finland. 
2. Gothland, 5. Lapland. 
3. Nordland. 


Theſe provinces are thus ſituated with reſpect 
to each other. 
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The ſubdiviſions of Gothland, are, Eaſt Goth- 
land, and Weſt Gothland, Smaland, Halland, 
Bleking, and Schonen. 

Sweden Proper contains the provinces of Da- 
Jecarlia, Weſtermania, Mericia, Upland, Suder- 


Pg 


mania. 
Northland includes the provinces of Geſtricia, 

Helſingia, Medalpadia, Jempterland, Angermania, 

Eaſt and Weſt Bothnia. 

Finland has the provinces of N. and S. Finland, 

Cajana, Tavaſtia, Savolaxia, Nylandia, Carelia, 
belonging to Ruſſia. 

Lapland is divided into Uma, Pithia, Lula, 
Torno, and Kimi; but the limits of theſe diviſions 
are not known, the people leading a wandering 
life, and having very few towns, but live in huts 
under the ſnow two-thirds of the year. 

Sweden is a wretched cold country, incum- 
bered with barren rocks, lakes, and mountains, 
whicha great part of the year are covered with 
ſnow. The air, however, is extremely healthful, 
and the people are, in general, cheerful, com- 
plaiſant, and courageous; can endure hunger, 
cold, and poverty. They have neither ſpring, 
nor autumn; they have ſummer, however, for 
three months, which comes ſo quick upon them, 
that the valliesfare green in a few days, which be- 

fore 
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fore were clothed with ſnow; and in that ſhy; 


ſeaſon they ſow and plant all manner of kitchen th 
herbs. They have little corn land, but good paf. q 
ture, and plenty of veniſon and fiſh. tl 

The women here go to plow, threſh out the b 
corn, row upon the water, ſerve the bricklayers, t 
and carry burthens. | t 

Lutheraniſm is the only religion they profeſs; F 
they tolerate no other. ] 


It is needleſs to ſay much of the conſtitution, 
anJ new form of government, eſtabliſhed in 1772, 
ſince every one knows that the king of Sweden is 
now more abſolute than any in Europe. 

Stockholm is the capital of this barren country, 


ſituated at the diſtance of ſeven hundred and forty. 


two miles from London. It is built on fix ſmall 
iſtands, which are joined together by wooden 
bridges, and is neither walled nor fortified, being 
ſufficiently ſecured by nature, by little rocks and 
iſlands which ſurround it. It makes a grand ap- 
pearance, having many ſtately palaces covered 
with copper, and is the reſidence of the kings of 
Sweden. It's arſenal is famous. In 1739, an 
academy of ſciences was eſtabliſhed here, as alla 
of painting and ſculpture, founded by Count 
Teſlin. Other towns of note are Gottenburg, 


Lunden, Calmor, Abo, Tornia, &c. | 
We 
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We have no certain account of this country till 
the reign of Bornio III. A. D. 714. Margaret, 
queen of Denmark and Norway, was called to the 
throne of Sweden, on the forced reſignation of Al- 
bert, their king, A. D. 1387. It remained united to 
the Daniih crown till 1523, when the famous Guſ- 
tavus Vaſa expelled the Danes, and ever ſince it 
has remained independent; but was made an abſo- 
Jute monarchy by the preſent king Guſtavus in 


— 3 
1772. 


e EE WIS F. 


Norway, which is no more than the Northern 
Way, lies all along on the welt of Sweden, and 
is about nine hundred miles long, and two hun- 
dred and forty broad, and has for it's chief towns 
Drontheim and Bergen, the reſidence of the Da- 
niſh vice-roy, and Fredericihall, at the ſiege of 
which town Charles XII. the famous king of 
Sweden, was killed by a muſket-ball, in the 
trenches, in the year 1718. 

This country is almoſt a perfect wilderneſ:, full 
of mountains, and exceſſive cold. In the mot 
northern part of it their winters continue eight or 


nine months, and the ground all that time is 
covered with ſnow. The miſerable inhabitants 
have neither corn fields, vineyards, nor gardens 

do 
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to cultivate, but for their living are obliged 9 
ſpend their time in hunting and fiſhing. 

As this mountainous country is ſo little knoyy 
to the reſt of Europe, I have been leſs particula 
in deſcribing it to you; and ſhall haſten to take 
my leave of it, after obſerving to you, that it wa 
united to Denmark in conſequence of a prince 


th 
of Denmark being by marriage queen of Nor. N 
way, and ſucceeding her father in the throne «f * 
Denmark, in the year 1375, and thus it ſtill con- 
tinues. | 1 
b 


Farewel. 
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« RUSSIA IN EUROPE. 
as rats vaſt empire is bounded on the north, by 


the Frozen Ocean; on the eaſt, by the Aſiatie 
Ruſla; on the ſouth, by Little Tartary and Tur- 
key; and, on the weſt, by Poland and Sweden; 
being 1500 miles long, 1100 broad, containing 
1,103,433 ſquare miles, and has 20,000,0c0 inha- 
bitants. 

It is divided into eleven governments, which 
ae, 


1. St. Peterſburg, 7. Smolenſtey. 


2. Revel. 8. Kzw, 

3. Riga. 9. Bielgorod. 

4. Novo rorad. 10. Voronex, and 
5. Archangel, 11. NH- Novogorod. 


6. Moſcoto. 

The whole of this immenſe empire, including 
the Aſiatic poſſeſſions, is of greater extent than 
all tae other European ſtates, compriſing 44 na- 
tions. 


It's European provinces are thus diſpoſed upon 
your Map, 4 
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The Ruſſians are, in general, drunken, proud, 
and ſelfiſh, barbarous, ignorant, and mean; of a 
good ſtature, and inclinable to be corpulent; 
their features and complexion are good, and they 
have hale, vigorous conſtitutions. The Laplan- 
ders, who inhabit the coaſts of the Frozen Ocean, 
| are of the Tartar make, and clothe themſelves 
| from head to foot in the ſkins of the rein-deer, 
ſewing two ſkins together, ſo that they have the 
hair next them as well as on the outſide, their 
coat and cap being all of a piece. 

Their country 1s generally marſhy, full of 
foreſts, lakes, and rivers, and in the northern 
and middle parts, it is intenſely cold and thinly 
peopled, being covered with ſnow ſix months in 
the year; but the ſouthern, and thoſe parts to- 
wards Poland, are more populous and fruitful, 
and ſupply the north with proviſions. 

When the froſty ſeaſon ſets in, which is uſually 
in November, their conveyance on the ſnow, in 
ſledges drawn by rein-deer, is ſo ſpeedy, as to 
enable them to convey freſh proviſions to market 
a thouſand miles by land. 

This vaſt tract of land is under the government 
of one monarch, formerly ſtyled Czar r Mi 
covy, till Peter the Great aſſumed the title of Em- 
peror of all Ruſſia, He rules in a moſt abſolute 

| manner, 
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manner, having the lives and fortunes of his ſub- 
jets wholly at his diſpoſal. The ſucceſſion is he. 
reditary, but the reigning ſovereign has the power 
of appointing a ſucceſſor. The eſtabliſhed reli. 
gion is the Greek church, a little differing from 
Popery, but all others are permitted and protected. 

St. Peterſburg is the capital of this empire. It 
is a large handſome city, built by Peter the Great, 
1703. It is of a prodigious extent, and is ſeated 
on an iſland, waich lies in the middle of the river 
Neiva, where the land has been conſiderably 
raiſed. The fort is very ſtrong, and is a regular 
fortification z but the principal defect of this city 
is, that it is not built high enough to protect it 
from inundations, which ſometimes have occa- 
ſioned the loſs of conſiderable ſums of money. It 
is 1140 miles N. E. of London, and has 1 zo, oco 
inhabitants. 

Moſcow is plcaſantly ſituated in the duchy of 
Moſcow, ſtanding in the very heart of the empire, 
and is inhabited by the chief merchants and ma- 


nufacturers of the country, and ſuch nobility as 


do not attend the court. Peter the Great cut a 
canal from this capital to Peterſburg. 

Archangel ſtands in the north, upon the 
White Sea, and is a place of good trade, Here 
the Ruſfians build ſome of their men of war. 

| The 


ſub- 
he. 
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The hiſtory of this empire, which is now of 
uch conſequence in the affairs of Europe, has it's 
commencement only A. D. 862, when Rurick 
was grand duke of Novogorod in this country. 
In the year 981, Wolidimer was the firſt Chriſtian 
king The Poles conquered it about 1058, but it 
is uncertain how long they kept it. Andrey I. 
began his reign 1158, and laid the foundation of 
Moſcow. About 1200 of the Mungls T artars 
conquered it, and held it ſubject to them till 


| 1540, when John Baſilowitz reſtored it to inde- 


pendency. About the middle of the ſixteenth 
century, the Ruſſians diſcovered and conquered 
Siberia, It became an empire 1721, Peter I. aſ- 
ſuming the title of Emperor of all the Ruſſias, 
which was admitted by the powers of Europe in 
future negociations with the court of Peterſburg. 
Arevolution, without bloodſhed, in favour of the 
Empreis Elizabeth, 1740; and another in 1762, 
in favour of the preſent Empreſs Catherine II. who 
depoſed her conſort Peter III. The Emperor 
John, an infant, was depoſed, and ſhut up in 
priſon, where he remained till 1763, when an at- 
tempt being made to releaſe him, he was killed 
by the officer of the guard, to prevent it. Her 
reign has been the admiration of Europe. She 
has triumphed over the Turks, defeated a formi- 

dable 
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dable impoſtor ; commerce extended, the nayy 
greatly increaſed, and juſtice equally adminiſtered. 
The death of two unfortunate ſovereigns caſt 3 
blemiſh even upon theſe illuſtrious actions that no 
time can take away, and future ages will draw 
away the veil that is now ſo carefully caſt over 
thoſe dark tranſactions. 

The hiſtory of the riſe and progreſs of the 
Ruſſian empire, I recommend to your particular 
notice. 


: Adieu. 


LE T- 


TO GEOGRAPHY. 119 


LETTER XX: 


E Y . 


HUNGARY is bounded by Poland on the 
north; by Auſtria and Moravia, on the weſt ; 
by Tranſilvania, on the eaſt ; and Turkey on the 
ſouth, being zoo miles long, and 200 broad, 


It rs divided into 


1. Upper Hungary. 
2. Lower Hungary. 
3. Tranſilvania. 

4. Eſclavonia. 


Thus diſpoſed upon your map. 
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Hungary is a very cheap country, the land being 
"nitely fertile, and in ſome places producing the 
noſt eſteemed grape in Europe. It is beautified 
with lakes, the windings of the Danube, and many 
treams which flow into that fine river. In the 
woods of Hungary are bred a race of horſes, the 
moſt active, hardy, and ſpirited, for their ſize, in 
the world; theſe have been found very uſeful in 
war, and the huſſars, or light dragoons, of the 
Auſtrian army are mounted on them. * 

The men in Hungary are remarkably handſome 
and well ſhaped ; their appearance is improved by 
their dreſs, which is peculiar and very becoming. 

The women are extremely beautiful. 

By the conſtitution of Hungary, the crown is 
il! held to be ele tive. This point is not diſputed. 
All that is inſiſted on is, that the heir of the houſe 
of Auſtria ſhall be elected as often as a vacancy 
happens. Popery is the prevailing religion, and 
tie government abſolute. The revenue 500,000]. 

PRESBURG, in Upper Hungary, is the capital of 
the whole kingdom, and is 770 miles E. S. E. from 
London. It is well built, and, like Vienna, has ſub- 
urbs more magnificent than itielf. It's inhabitants 
amount to 60,000. In this city the ſtates of Hungary 


nold their aſſemblies, and in the cathedral church. 
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fate of their nation depends upon this crown re- 
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the ſovereign is crowned. On a ſteep hill aboys 


| 
the town ſtands the caſtle, which is a noble Gothic 4 
building, of a ſquare form, with a tower at exc Get 


corner. The regalia of Hungary, conſiſting gf 
the crown and ſceptre of St. Stephen, the firf 
king, are depoſited here. Theſe are carefully ſe. 
cured by ſeven locks, the keys of which are kent 
by the ſame number of Hungarian noblemen. No 
prince is held by the populace as legally their 
ſovereign, till he be crowned with the diadem of 
King Stephen; and they have 2 notion that the 


maining in their poſſeſſion; it has therefore been 
always removed in times of danger to places of the 
greateſt ſafety. 

Tokay is alſo in Upper Hungary; the ſpot of 
land that yields that moſt excellent wine called 
Tokay. | 


Hermanſtat is the capital of Tranſilvania, and 


Eſſeck is the capital of Eſclavonia; both large, 


ſtrong, and well-built towns. 

This kingdom is the ancient Pannonia. Julius 
Cæſar was the firſt Roman that attacked Hungary, 
and Tiberius ſubdued it. The Goths afterwards 
took it; and in the year 376, it became a prey to 
the Huns and Lombards. It was annexed to the 
empire of Germany under Charlemagne, but be- 

: came 
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ame an independent kingdom in 920. It was 

the ſeat of bloody wars between the Turks and 

Germans, for the poſſeſſion of it, from 1540 to 

1739, when, by the treaty of Belgrade, it was ceded 
to the latter, and is now annexed-to the German 
empire. Formerly it was an aſſemblage of dif- 
ferent ſtates, and the firſt who aſſamed the title of 
king was, in the year 997, STEPHEN, diſtinguiſhed 
with the appellation of Sal Nr, becauſe he firſt in- 
troduced Chriſtianity into this country. The pre- 
ſent ſovereign is, 

* LEorolp II. emperor of Germany, who ſuc- 
een ceeded his brother, Joſeph II. Feb. 20, 1790. 


of I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXL 


TURKEY IN EUROPE. 


The TuRK1sH or OTToMAN Empire in Eu— 
rope is bounded by Poland, Germany, the Gulph 
of Venice, the Archipelago, and the Euxine. It's 
length is about 1000 miles, and it's breadth goo; 
contains 960,057 ſquare miles, and has 8,000,000 | 


inhabitants. 


It is divided into fourteen provinces ; which arc 


1. Little Tartary, 

Beſſarabia, or 
Bujak. 

. Moldavia. 


3 
4. Walachia. 
. Bulgaria. 


* 


Servia. 
Romania. 


RET 


8. Boſnia. 


9. 
10. 
II. 


135 
13. 
14. 


Croatia. 
Dalmatia. 
Albania. 
Macedonia. 
Theſſaly, and 
Morea. 


Theſe provinces are diſpoſed upon your map 


nearly in the following order. 
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Albania 


Servia 


Macedonia 


M 01 d a- 
-via Little Tartary 


Bujak 
Walachia 


Bulgaria 
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The Turks are naturally ſavage and untaugy 
conſequently their manners muſt be brutal. Thy, 
politics conſiſt of fraud and diſſimulation; they a; 
aſhamed of nothing that is baſe or perfidious; the 
attempt not to acquire the affection, but to tym. 
nize over. the lives and fortunes of their felly 
creatures; and their government is maintained h 
the moſt arbitrary meaſures that paſſion, reveng, 
avarice, and corruption can ſuggeſt. 

Their religion is that of Mahomet, whom they 
believe to be a greater prophet than Jeſus Chriſt; 
and the text of their law is the Koran, a ſoil fruit 
ful of chicanery and deceit. The government i; 
deſpotic, and hereditary. 

This extenſive empire is advantageouſly ſitu. 
ated in a fruitful ſoil, producing excellent woch 
corn, wine, oil, fruit, coffee, rhubarb, myrrh, 
and -other odoriferous plants and drugs in the 
greateſt variety and abundance; but the Turks ate 
too ſlothful and indolent to apply themſelves to ap] 
manufactories, theſe being managed by the Chriſ- WM th; 
- tian ſubjects, who annually export from thence the 
fineſt carpets, beſides great quantities of cotton, 
leather, raw ilk, &c. 

The capital of the Grand Signior's, or emperor 
of Turkey's dominions, is CONSTANTINOPLE®, 
anciently 


* Long. 300 15 E. Lat. 410 3 N. 


nciently called Byzantium, but at preſent Stram- 

zul by the Turks, and very frequently, by 

uropean nations, the Porte, being one of the ſe- 

ureſt and moſt commodious harbours in Europe. 

Chis city, which ſtands on the weſtern ſhore of 
e Boſphorus, in the province of Romania, was 

ebuilt by the emperor Conſtantine in the fourth 

ntury, who transferred hither the ſeat of the 

Roman government; upon his death it obtained 
he name of Conſtantinople. 

It is of a triangular ſhape, waſhed by the ſea on 
two ſides, and riſing gradually from the ſhore, in 
the form of an amphitheatre. The view of it 
from the harbour is confeſſedly the fineſt in the 
world, exhibiting a multitude of magnificent 
moſques, or temples, with their domes and mina- 
rets, and the ſeraglio or palace intermixed with 
gardens, and groves of evergreens. The expec- 
tations excited by this proſpect, however, are diſ- 
appointed on entering the city, where we find 
the ſtreets narrow, the houſes of the common 
people low, and built of boards; but the public 
buildings, palaces, moſques, or temples, pagnios, | 
and caravanceras for the entertainment of ſtrangers, 

are many of them very magnificent. The chief 
moſque, particularly that which was formerly the 
Metropolitan church of St. Sophia, is ſaid to be 
G 4 the 
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the fineſt temple in the world, covered with 6, 


extenſive domes or cupolas, The city is (y. IL. 
rounded by a wall about twelve miles in circun Tur 
ference, and the ſuburbs are very extenſive, I! by C 
diſtance from London is 1520 miles S. E. and con. the 
tains 620,000 inhabitants. Gre 

The ſecond city of the empire is ADRianory Will *' 


built by the Emperor Adrian, from whom it ha; 
received it's name. This city was the ſeat of the 
Turkiſh empire before they made the conquelt af 
Conſtantinople. | 

The old caſtle of Romania, uſually called Sets, 
lying on the European Point of the IIelleſpont 


with Abydos on the oppoſite ſhore, are celebratel XN 
by the poets for the amours of Hero and Leander, 8 
Here it was that Xerxes laid a bridge orer the 

D 


Helleſpont, on which he paſted his army when he 
invaded Greece. 

The plains of Phill:ppt, famous for the victory 
obtained by Auguſtus and Mark Antony over 
Brutus and Caſſius, are in the province of Mace- 
donia. 

In Theſſaly, beſides Mount Olympus, which 
the Ancients eſteemed one of the higheſt moun- 
tains in the world, are thoſe of Pelion and Oſu, 
mentioned fo often by the poets; between the two 

laſt mentioned mountains, lay the celebrated plains 


of 
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of Tempe, repreſented by the Ancients as equal 
to the Elyſian Fields. 

The OTTOMAN empire, or ſovereignty of the 
Turkiſh empire, was founded at Conſtantinople 
by OTHMAN, OTTOMAN, or OsMAN I. upon 
the total deſtruction of the empire of the eaſtern 
Greeks in the year 1300, who was ſucceeded by 
a race of the moſt warlike princes that are re- 
corded in hiſtory. The preſent Ottoman or Tur- 
kiſh emperor, is SELIM III. born in 1761, and en- 
throned April 7, 1789. The titles theſe princes 
aſſume are very pompous, and often blaſphemous ; 
the Shadow of God, a God on Earth, Brother to 


it the Sun and Moon, Diſpoſer of all earthly Crowns, 

ed Ke. The common appellations are Sultan, Grand 

r, Siontor, and Emperor. 

e Here we complete our tour of Europe; to- 

0 morrow we will, if you pleaſe, take a pleaſant 
voyage together, and viſit the European iſlands, 

and then continue our tramp over Aſia, the ſultry 


- plains of Africa, and the deſerts of America. In 
the mean time, believe me 


Your affectionate 


LET. 
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LETTER XXII. 


We will begin our intended voyage on the north 
{ide of Europe, where the firſt iſland that preſents 
itſelf is a pretty large one, over againſt Norway, 
on ſome part of whoſe ſurface you may find ice 
all the year round, notwithſtanding it has in it the 
ever-byrning Mount Hecla ; hence, therefore, it is 
juſtly named the iſland of Iceland, and belongs to 
Denmark. 

The Britiſh Iſlands lie further to the ſouth. The 
two greater ones are Great Britain, compoſed of 
England and Scotland, on the eaſt, and Ireland on 
the weſt, Great Britain is inhabited on the north 
by the Scots, on the ſouth by the Engliſh, and on 
the weſt by the Welch. In England, on the 
banks of the river "Thames, ſtands London, the 
fineſt city in the world, In Scotland their chiet 
city is Edinburgh; and on the eaſt coaſt of Ire- 
land ſtands their fine metropolis Dublin. 

As to the ſmaller Britiſh iſles, we will firſt go 
off the north of Scotland, to the numerous Ork- 
neys, or Orcades, beyond which, till further 
3 | north, 
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north, you will ſee another ſeries of iſlands, the 
greateſt of which is Shetland. 

Turning now to the weſt, you ſee oppoſite to 
the weſtern ſhore of Scotland, another tract of 
iſlands, called the Hebrides, or Weſtern iſlands, the 
chief whereof are Lewis, Wyſt, Sky, Mull, Jura, 
Kc. containing collectively about 50,000 inhabi- 
tants, many of whom are hardy ſeamen, On the 
coaſts is a moſt valuable herring fiſhery. 

We will turn ourſelves now ſouthward, and on 
the weſt of England you may ſee two iſlands, one, 
the Iſle of Man, which had been long an hereditary 
royalty belonging to the earls of Derby and Athol, 
but is now ſubject to Great Britain; and the other 
Angleſea, that is, Engliſh Seat in Wales. 

Further on, beyond theſe, ſtill ſouthward, over- 
againit the Land's End, lic a cluſter of dangerous 
rocks, called the Scilly Iſlands, famous for their 
tin mines. 

A great way now eaſtward, far beyond the Liz- 
ard Point, on the ſouth of England, you may ſee 
the Iſle of Wight; far below which, {till ſouth- 
ward, near the French coaſt, he the iſlands of Jerſey 
and Guernſey; hard by theſe, near France, is 
another tract of ſmall iflands, the chief of which 
the French call Belle-Iſle. 

The Azores, oppoſite to, and belonging to 
| 8 6 Portugal, 
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Portugal, are generally reckoned among the Afri. 
can iſlands; but the iſland Cadiz, by the Straits of 
Gibraltar, is in Europe. 

As ſoon as you have got through the Straits of 
Gibraltar, you will find the iſland of Y vica, about 
thirty miles long, and twenty-four broad; a moun. 
tainous country, the chief produce ſalt, of which 
they export large quantities; and a little further 
is Majorca, about ſixty miles long, and forty. 
fve broad. The country 1s mountainous, but 
produces corn, oil, and fruit. This was the chief 
of thoſe iſlands called by the ancients, Beleares, 
famous for lingers ; and Minorca, incumbent with 
barren hills, and only famous for the fine harbour of 
Port Mahon. It is about thirty miles long, and 
twelve broad. Theſe iſlands are ſubject to Spain. 

After theſe, further eaſt, lies Sardinia, from 
whence the Duke of Savoy takes the title of king, 
although it's annual revenues do not exceed 5000], 
It's capital city is Cagliari. The inhabitants are 
Papiſts. It is one hundred and forty miles in 
length, and ſixty miles in breadth, and is pret- 

tily diverſified with hills and vallies. Higher 
above is Corſica, a very mauntainous iſland, one 
hundred and ten miles in length, and fifty in 
breadth, formerly belonging to the Genoeſe, who, 
not being able to keep the natives in awe, permit- 
ted 
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ted the French to make a conqueſt of th whole 
iſland in 1770. 

A little further, juſt below the toe of Italy, you | 
ſ-e extends the fertile iſland of Sicily, one hun- ( 
dred and ſeventy miles in length, and one hun- | 
Jred in breadth. Near the middle of this iſland 


ch ſtands burning mountain Etna, feigned by the 
er poets tahe Vulcan's blackſmith's ſhop, where he 
- and his journeymen, the Cyclope, are ſaid to make 
it the thunderbolts and armour for the gods. This | 
fd mountain is ſixty miles in circumference, and, at | 
, the top, there is a baſon of burning ſulphur, ſix miles ö 
1 round, from whence ſometimes iſſue rivers of i 
f melted minerals that run down into the ſea, The | 
hill is fo high, that, round the baſon, there is a | 


circle of ſnow great part of the year. | 
| In the midſt, between Sicily and Italy, runs a | 
very narrow and turbulent ſea, bellowing among | 
the rocks, called the Straits of Meſſina, dangerous 
for ſailors; for on one ſide lies the devouring rock 
Scylla, and on the other ſide the foaming Charibdis, 
much talked of by the poets ; who likewiſe feign 
taat Sicily, being once joined to the main land of 
Italy, was cut off into that ſhape by Neptune's 
trident; but it is more probable that it was done 

by an earthquake. | 
From hence, under Sicily, you ſee the iſland 
Melita, 
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Melita, or Malta, now belonging to a fam, 
order of knights, called the knights of St. John, 
governed by a grand maſter; here St. Paul v. 
ſhipwrecked. This iſland is impregnable by an 
and nature. The preſent grand maſter is En. 
manuel de Roban de Poldue, elected in 1775. 
Turning up towards the coaſt of Turkey, ve 
arrive at the ſmall iſtand of Corfu, anciently called 
Phceacia, and once the regal ſeat of King Alcionus, 
who kindly received Ulyſſes after his ſhipwreck, 
After this lies the populous iſland Cephalonia; 
and a good way further on, you ſee Zant, famous d 
for it's currants ; and Cerigo, or Cytherea, ce. \ 
lebrated for having been the favou . of k 
Venus. Z 
Paſſing on towards the eaſt, you will meet { 
with the celebrated Crete, now Candia, an iſland, 1 
large, pleaſant, and fertile, in which ſtands the | 
famous Mount Ida, where Jupiter is ſaid to have 
been educated, now no better than a barren rock; 
and Lethe, the river of oblivion, is a torpid ſtream, 
We will now go hence, if you pleaſe, north- 
ward to the Archipelago, which has in it, on both 
ſides, a large ſeries of iſlands, even to the Straits 
of the Helleſpont by Conſtantinople. The iftes 
on the leſt hand of the Archipelago are European, 
thoſe on the right are reckoned Afiatic, quite up 
northward. 
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Oug northward. The iſland Salamis, now Coluri, 
bn, where Themiſtocles defeated the Perſian fleet ; 
2 and AÆgina, where money was firſt coined, ly ing 
art in the Saronic Gulf oppoſite to Athens, are Euro- 
n. pean. After theſe lies fertile Negropont, the an- 


cient Eubæa, an iſland in length about ninety 
miles, and in breadth twenty-five. Here the 'T'ur- 
kiſh gallies lie. Further up are the iſlands Sciro, 
where Achilles lay concealed to prevent his going 
to Troy, till he was diſcovered by Ulyſſes; and 
lofty Paparethus, and others. Afterwards lie the 
dry ſcorched-up Lemnos, the iſland on which 
Vulcan is feigned by the poets to have fallen, when 
kicked out of heaven by Jupiter, for his deformity, 
and lamed by the fall; and nigh it the ancient Tha- 
ſos, or fruitful iſland of Ceres. Further on, lies 
mountainous Imbros, abounding in hares; and 
Samothracia, the fabulous iſland of the Corybantes. 

Here our long voyage terminates. In my next 
we will travel through the extenſive continent of 
Aſia, and its ſurrounding iſlands. 


Adieu. 


Yours, &c. 


2 2 © A A." . v Q,, nn 
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A 8 1 A. 


ET 


ASIA, which I am going to deſcribe to you, 
is ſuperior to Europe and Africa in the extent of 
it's territories, ſtretching into all climates, from 
the frozen wilds of Siberia, where the hardy in- 
habitants, clothed in furs, are drawn in ledges 
over the ſnow ; to the ſultry regions of India and 
Siam, where, ſeated upon the lofty elephants, the 
people ſhelter themſelves from the ſcorching ſun by 
the ſpreading umbrella. 

This immenſe tract of land is bounded by the 
Frozen Ocean on the north ; on the weſt, by 
the Red Sea, Mediterranean Sea, Europe, and 
part of Africa; on the eaſt, it is bounded by the 
Pacific Ocean ; and on the ſouth, by the Indian 
dea; comprehending, beſides iſlands, 1. the em- 
pire of China; 2. the ſeveral nations of Tartary ; 
3. Perſia; 4. India, Indoſtan, or the empire of the 
Great Mogul; and, 5. Turkey in Aſia, which 
comprehends Judea, or Paleſtine, and Georgia; 
6. Arabia, 

The following little ſcheme will convey to you 
a clearer idea of the continent of Aſia, as divided 
into diſtin empires or kingdoms, 
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This, though the ſecond, is yet the principal 
quarter of the globe; for in Aſia, the All-Wiſe 
Creator planted the garden of Eden, in which 
he formed the firſt man and firſt woman, from 
whom the race of mankind was to ſpring. Aſia 
became again the nurſery of the world after the 
deluge, whence the deſcendants of Noah difperſed 
their various colonies into all the other parts 
of the globe. It was here the great and merciful 
work of our Redemption was accompliſhed by our 
bleſſed Saviour, and it was from hence, that the 
light of his glorious Goſpel was carried, with 
amazing rapidity, into all the known nations by 
his diſciples and followers. This was, in ſhort, 
the theatre of almoſt every aCtion recorded in the 
Holy Scriptures. 

This vaſt tract of land was, in the carlieſt ages, 
governed by the Aſſyrians, Medes, Perſians, and 
Greeks. Upon the extinction of theſe empires, 
the Romans carried their arms even beyond the 
Ganges, till at length the Mahometans, or, as they 
are uſually called, Saracens, ſpread their devaſta- 
tions widely over this continent, deſtroying all 
it's ancient ſplendor, and rendering the moſt po- 
pulous and fertile ſpots of Alia, wild and uncul- 
tivated deſerts. | 

Various are the religions profeſſed in Afta. 

Chriſtia- 


4 
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Chriſtianity, though planted here with wonder, 
rapidity by the Apoſtles and primitive father, 
has ſuffered an almoſt total eclipſe by Mahometiſn, 
which has overſpread Turkey, Arabia, Perſa, 
part of Tartary, and part of India. The other 
parts of Tartary, India, China, Japan, and the 
Afiatic iſlands, are involved in the groſſeſt idolatry, 
under different forms ; the moſt conſiderable 
which are, the worſhippers of Brama and Foe; 
beſides theſe, there are the more ſagacious follower 
of Confucius, and ſome of a more ancient (eg, 
who derive their principles from Zoroaſter, ac. 
knowledging but one ſupreme deity, whom they 
worſhip under the ſymbol of fire, which they 
eſteem the brigheſt and pureſt emblem of the 
All- perfect God. 

The principal languages ſpoken in Aſia, are, 
the modern Greek, the "Turkiſh, and Ruſſian, 
the Tartarian, the Perſian, the Arabic, the Ma- 
layan, the Chineſe, and the Japaneſe. The Eu- 
ropean languages are alſo ſpoken upon the coaſts 
of India and China. 

The trade of theſe parts, in Tartary, is in fables, 
martins, furs, iron, &c. In the other parts, ſilks, 
garoſe, ſooſes, carpets, tapeſtry, mohair, muſk, 
cinnamon, aloes, rhubarb, caſſia, myrrh, camphire, 
coftee, incenſe, manna, ſpices, nutmegs, tea, 

durg*, 


dri 


ar 
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drugs, gold duſt, quickſilver, diamonds, and fine 
china, lacquered and japanned ware. 

Beſides the animals we have in Europe, there 
are lions, leopards, tigers, camels, elephants, rhi- 
noceroſes, Ora-Ootans, and Chimpanzee, which 
are animals almoſt as big as a man, and greatly re- 
ſemble the human ſhape. 

The iſlands of Aſia are, the Mariana, or Ladrone 
iſlands, Formoſa, and the Philippines, in the eaſtern 
ocean, The Moluccas, and the ſpice iſlands, Ce- 
lebes, Borneo, Java, Sumatra, Ceylon, the Mal- 
dives, &c. in the Indian ocean. Cyprus, Rhodes, 
Leſbos, or Metalane, Chios, or Scio, Samos, 


Coös, and a few others of leſs note on the coaſts 


of Alia, and in the Mediterranean. 

Moſt of the iſlands lying near, or under the line, 
afford great quantities of ſugar and ſpice, which 
the Dutch trade with to all parts of the world. 

The inhabitants, who are of a tawny or olive 
colour, and go almoſt naked, uſe bows and poi- 
ſoned arrows, are ſuperſtitious and groſs idolators ; 
and in ſome places, it is ſaid, offer their children 
in facrifice to their ido] gods. 

The principal rivers that water Aſia, are, the 
Tigris and Euphrates, between Arabia and Perſia; 
the Indus, and the Ganges in India. The latter is 
the largeſt and moſt famous river of al! Aſia, and 


p it's 
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it's ſource, according to the opinion of the Indians, 
is ccleſtial, ſince they ſay one of their gods pours 
it from his mouth, on Mount Ima, from whence, 
paſſing through many ſtates, and directing it's 
courſe ſouth, it paſles into the kingdom of Bengal, 
and throws itſelf into the ſea by ſeveral mouths, 
The higheſt mountains of Aſia are Ararat, near 
the Caſpian ſea, on which it is thought the ark ef 
Noah reſted, when the waters of the deluge ſub- 
fided. Horeb and Sinia in Arabia. Lebanon in 
Judea. Mount Taurus, running from eaſt to weſt 
of all Aſia. Imaus in Tartary. Thelofty Caucaſus, 
between Tartary and the Great Mogul empire, 
famous for the fabulous ſtory of Prometheus, who, 
according to the fiction of the poets, was chained 
to this mountain; and the Naugracut in Thibet. 
The Turks, Moguls, and Chineſe, are of good 
ſhape and complexion; the men wear turbans, 
veſts, and flippers ; the women dreſs much like the 
men, only they wear a ſtiffened cap like a mitre, 
and their hair down. The Mogul ladies are fond 
of bracelets on their arms and lege, rings on 
their fingers and toes, je wels in their noſes, and 
pendants in their ears; and the Chineſe ladies 
are remarkable for their little feet, and the gen- 
tlemen for long nails. In Siam, Pegu, &c. the 
inhabitants are tawney, and features coarſe. The 


men 
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men wear a piece of cloth wrapped round their 
waiſt, and pull their beards, as the Chineſe and 
e, Tartars do, up by the roots. The women have, 
5 belides the piece about their waiſt, another thrown 
5 round their breaſts and ſhoulders, leaving the reſt 

of the body bare. The common people near the 
i" WF (a go almoſt naked. 


n. Adieu. 
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LETTER XXIV, 


DEAR BOY, 


W will begin our ſurvey of Aſia with the vaſt, 
ancient, and opulent empire of CHINa, ſituated 
on the molt eaſtern verge of the Aſiatic continent, 
which is bounded on the north by Eaſt and Weſt 
Tartary; on the eaſt by the Eaſtern Ocean; 
on the weſt by part of the Mogul's empire, 
and India beyond the Ganges, from which 
it is parted by ridges of high mountains and 
ſandy deſerts; and on the ſouth partly by the 
kingdoms of Lao, Tonquin, Ava, and Cochin- 
China, and partly by the Southern Ocean or In- 
dian Sea, which flows between it and the Philippine 
Iſles. It is about two thouſand miles in length, 
and ſixteen hundred in breadth, and is faid to con- 
tain four thouſand four hundred walled cities ; the 
chief of which are PEKIN *, the reſidence of the 
preſent royal family, Nankin, and Canton. About 
eighteen hundred years ago, they built their great 
wall, to ſeparate and defend their ſtate againſt the 


* Long. 1169 28' E. Lat. 400 N. Diſtance from Lon- 
don 4500 miles S. E. Contains 2,000,000 inhabitants. 


neigh- 
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iighbouring Tartars, which ſtill ſubſiſts to this 
lay, on a circumference of fifteen hundred miles, 
ling over the tops of mountains, and deſcending 
lown into low vallies, being*almoſt every where 
wenty feet broad, and thirty feet high; a monu- 
ment ſuperior to the pyramids, both by it's utility 
and immenſity. Their empire is hereditary ; their 
religion Pagan; their learning abſtruſe and defec- 
tive, their letters, or characters, being upwards 
of twenty thouſand. The tea plant is peculiar to 
this country, of which they raiſe enough to fur- 
niſh the whole world. All teas are the leaf of one 
and the ſame ſhrub ; the ſuppoſition that green is 
from one kind of tree, and bohea from another, is 
a vulgar error, for they differ only as malt may 
do in being higher or ſlacker dried, or being finer 
or coarſer, 

This empire is reported to have been founded 
by Fohi, and he is ſaid to be the Noah of the Bible, 
about two thouſand two hundred and forty years 
before Chriſt, It is now governed by emperors 
of the Dynaſty of the Manchew Tartars, who 
conquered it, A. D. 1645. ' 

TARTARY, in length about two thouſand miles, 
and breadth ſixteen hundred, takes up all the 
northern regions of Aſia, That part which bor- 
ders on Muſcovy, is often called Muſcovy in 


a H 2 Aſia, 
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Aſia, where lies Siberia *“; a vaſt country, mort 
inhabited than any in Tartary, and ſubject to the 
Ruſſians. It's chief towns are Tobolſei, 2160 
miles N. E. from London, containing 1, 
inhabitants, and 4/?racan, a place of great trade, 
which has 70,000 inhabitants. Here alſo ate 
the Calmucks, Uſbecs, and Circaſſians. The whole 
Is a ſavage, unpoliſhed, and unknown country, 
It's inhabitants are a fierce people; they worſhip 
images formed out of ſmall pieces of wood, where. 
on ſome reſemblance of features are rudely car. qui 
ved; theſe they careſs and adore in fine and prof. of 
perous ſeaſons ; but when the contrary happens, 
they deſpiſe and revile them. 

The traffic of the Tartars conſiſts in cattle, 
ſkins, beavers, rhubarb, ginſeng, muſk, and fiſh, 

The firſt acknowledged ſovereign of theſe dil- 
mal territories, was the famous Jenghis Khan, 
A. D. 1206. His deſcendants poſſeſſed it till 
1582, when the Monguls revolted to the Manchew 
Tartars, who reign in China. The Eluths be- 
came an independent ſtate about 1400, and ſo 
remain. 


This country was called Siberia, only ſince it's con- 
queſt by the Ruſſians, from a Sclavonic word, ſignifying a 
priſon, having been made ſuch, on account of it's extreme 
coldneſs and barrenneſs, 


The 
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The Empire of the Great Mogul, otherwiſe 
called InDosT AN, or HITHER INDIA, is a coun- 
try as extenſive as China, and- more known by 
the precious commodities that have been de- 
rived from it, than from any exact deſcription of 
it. A chain of mountains, but little interrupted, 
ſeems to have fixed it's limits towards China, 
Tartary, and Perſia, and the reſt is ſurrounded 
by the fea. The capital cities are Agra and 
Delly *. Here are alſo two rivers famous in anti- 
quity, the Indus and the Ganges. The revenue 
of the Great Mogul is 40,000,000). 

INDIA BEYOND THE GANGES, or the farther 
Peninſula, is an extenſive country, 2000 miles long, 
and 1000 broad, abounding in rice, gold, ivory, 
canes, opium, precious ſtones, &c. It compre- 
hends the kingdoms of Ava, Azem, Pegu, Laos, 
Siam, Cambodia, and Malacca, to whoſe ſeveral 
monarchs it is ſubject. The capital city is Siam, 
5040 miles 8. E. from London. 

The Engliſh Eaſt India Company's ſettlements 
lie on the Malabar and Coromandel coaſts of 
Hither India, as alſo in Bengal. This Company 
is the moſt powerful commercial ſociety in the 
world, having about 16, oo, ooo of ſubjects in 


* Long. 760 30 E. Lat. 290 N. 43720 miles S. E. from 
London. ; 
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Aſia, and large territories of land. Their profits hoſ 


are vait, and their power exceeds that of many ot 
European ſtates. Bombay commands the faQories af 
on the weſtern fide of the Peninſula, commonly jec 
called the Malabar coaſt, together with thoſe in . 
Perſia; the eſtabliſhments and poſſeſſions on the It 
eaſtern or Coromandel coaſt, are under the go. i 


vernment of Madras; and thoſe in Bengal de. 
pend on Calcutta. 

The firit conqueror of the whole of this coun- 
try was Jenghis Khan, a Tartarian prince, who 
died A. D. 1226. In 1399, Timur Bek, by 
conqueſt became Great Mogul. The Dynaſty 
continued in his family till the conqueſt of Ta. 
merlane in the fifteenth century, whoſe deſcend. 
ants have poilefſed the throne from that time; 
but Kouli Khan, the famous Sophy of Perſiz, 
eonſiderably diminiſhed the power of the Mo- 
guls, carried away immenſe treaſures from Delhi; 
and ſince that event, many of the Rajahs and 
Nabobs have made themſelves independent. 

PERSIA is a large empire, lying eaſtward of 
Turkey, between the Caſpian and Arabian ſeas. 
The Perſians, like the Turks, plundering all the 
adjacent nations for beauties to breed by, are of 
a good ſtature, ſhape, and complexion, noted 


for their vivacity, gay drefling, humanity, and 
hoſpi- 
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hoſpitality. The capital city, and refidence 
of the ſovereign, is Iſpahan*®, a fine ſpacious 
town, containing 600,000 inhabitants. It is ſub- 
je to it's own ſophi, or emperor, Kerim Than; 
and the government is abſolute and hereditary. 
It's manufactories are of gold and filver lace, lea- 
ther, ſilk, carpets, mohair, &c. 

The Perſian empire was founded by Cyrus, 
after his conqueſt of Media, five hundred and 
thirty- ſix years before Chriſt, It continued till 
it was overthrown by Alexander the Great, 
three hundred and thirty-one years B. C. A 
new empire, ſtiled the Parthian, was formed by 
the Perſians under Arbaces, two hundred and 
. fifty years B. C.; but in A. D. 229, Arta- 
xerxes reſtored it to it's ancient title; and in 
651 the Saracens put an end to that empire. 
From this time Perſia was a prey to the Tartars, 


— 

ö and a province of Indoſtan, till Thomas Koul: 

{ Khan once more raiſed it to a powerful kingdom. 
He was aſſaſſinated in 1747. 

c Following the apparent courſe of the fun, the 

| next country we come to is 

| Turkey in Aſia, which contains many large 

provinces, particularly Syria, Judea or Paleſtine, 


| Long. 512 30' E. Lat. 320 50“ N. Diſtance from Lon - 
don 2460 miles S. E. 


. H 4 Phoenicia, 
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Phcoenicia, &c. all ſubjet to the Turks, | 
Paleftine or the Holy Land, and countries af 1 
Jacent, were Babylon, Damaſcus, Nineveh, Tyrd 
Sidon, Samaria, Bethlehem, Nazareth, and Jeruff 
ſalem the capital, which was taken, pillagedf 
burnt, and entirely razed to the ground by Titu 
the Roman general, under Domitian, in the veal 

70, and is now a very inconſiderable place, and * 
only famous upon account of what it has bee q 
formerly ; for Jeſus Chriſt preached the Chriſtian . 
religion. there, and was crucified by = Jews upon, 


Mount Calvary. g 
In the vacant ſpace between Perſia, Syria, 


= 
Egypt, and Ethiopia, the Arabian Peninſula may (4 
be conceived as a triangle of ſpacious but ir- d \ 
regular dimenſions. The ſides of the triangle are » 


greatly enlarged, and the ſouthern baſis preſents | 
2 front of a thouſand miles to the Indian ocean. 
It's entire ſurface exceeds in a four- fold propor- ; 
tion that of Germany or France; but the far 

greater part has been juſtly ſtigmatiſed with the 
epithets of the Honey and the ſandy. Even the 

wilds of Tartary are decked, by the hand of Na- 
ture, with lofty trees and luxuriant herbage; and 
the loneſome traveller derives a ſort of comfort 
and ſociety from the preſence of vegetable life. 


But in the dreary waſte of Arabia, a boundleſs 
level 
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; wel of fand is interſected by ſharp and naked moun- 
Aj ains, and the face of the deſert, without ſhade or 
4 helter, is ſcorched by the direct and intenſe rays of 
"0 ö tropical ſun. The higher lands that border on the 
i adian ocean are diſtinguiſhed by their ſuperior 
þ genty of wood and water; the air is more tem- 
xerate, and conſequently the human race more 
umerous. If compared with the reſt of the 
Peninſula, this ſequeſtered region may truly deſerve 
he appellation of the Happy. It has two cele- 
rated towns, Mecca, remarkable for the birth of 
lahomet, and Medina, the place where he was 
AY buried. 
nis country is ſaid never to have been conquer- 
Fi. The Arabians made no figure in hiſtory till 
A. D. 622, when, under the new name of 


age 

Titus 

= : 
11 


* 


tian 


5 ; daracens, they followed Mahomet, as their ge- 
neral and prophet, and made conſiderable con- 

Z i queſts. It is governed by it's own caliphs or 

| Princes. 

ar 

le 
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LETT ER: N. 


clades, or iſlands in a circle, in number about 
fifty-three, round Delos, the chief of them, which 


is one of the moſt celebrated of all the Grecian | 


iſlands, as being the birth-place of Apollo and 
Diana, the magnificent ruins of whoſe temples 
are {till viſible. It is now uninhabited. A little 
further lie diſperſed the Sporades, or Spread 
Iſlands, in number about forty. Not far off were 
the Ionic Iſlands, the iſland Icarus, hard by where 
Icarus's wings failed him, and Juno's beloved 


Samos, and rocky Chios, or Scio, one of the 
ſeven places that contended for the birth of Homer. 
Farther lie the Zolian iſlands, ſpacious Leſbos, 


and pleaſant Tenedos, 


We will come now, down the Archipelago, : 
towards the Levant, to the famous iſland of 
Rhodes, in length about fifty miles, in breadth ? 
twenty-five. At the mouth of the harbour of this 
iſland, ſtood the celebrated Coloſſus of braſs, 
eſteemed one of the wonders of the world ; one 
foot being placed on one ſide of the harbour, and 

the 


Wx will now pay a viſit together to the Aſiatic | 
iſlands in the Archipelago, or, as it was anciently | 
called, the /Egean fea, beginning with the Cy. 


the other foot on the other ſide, ſo that ſhips 
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paſſed between it's legs in full ſail. The face of 
the Coloſſus repreſented the ſun, to whom this 
image was dedicated. This enormous ſtatue, 
which was one hundred and thirty-five feet high, 
was thrown down by an earthquake, and final- 


ly deſtroyed by Maovia, the Saracen Admiral, 


A. D. 653, who entirely pulled it to pieces, and 
ſold the metal, weighing ſeven hundred and twenty 
thouſand pounds, to a Jew, who is faid to have 
loaded nine hundred camels to tranſport it to Alex- 
andria. Between this iſland, and the iſland Crete, 
ſo called from it's chalky cliffs, and alſo Candia, 
from their whiteneſs, lies the iſle Carpathus, called 
now by ſailors Scarpantide. Beyond theſe, eaſt- 
ward, Tay the Cheledoniz, or the ſmall iſlands of 
Swallows, where the Ancients ſuppoſed theſe 
birds of flight to lie hid during the winter, near 
the great promontory Patareum. Within the 
Bay of Pamphilia, eaſtward, ſtill lies fertile Cy- 
prus, the beloved iſland of Venus. It's inhabi- 
tants ſtill continue remarkably lazy and effeminate, 
and the women have all the libertiniſm for which 
the Cyprian ladies of old were fo extremely cele- 
brated. And on the fartheſt part of this ſea, near 
Phcenicia, lies the iſland Arcadus. 


H 6 
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LETTER XXVI, 


In my laſt we were viſiting the Aſiatic iſlands, 
diſperſed about the Levant; we will now return, 
if you pleaſe, and take a view of thoſe in the 
eaſtern, or Indian ocean ; the fartheſt of which 
are the Mariana or Ladrones, that is Latrones, or 
the iſland of Thieves, inhabited by a rude and un- 
poliſhed people; from whence, directing our 
courſe nqrthward, we arrive at the iſlands of Japan, 
whoſe chief city is Jeddo. Having paſſed the 
iſlands Lekeyo and Formoſa, with others of ſmall 
extent, adjacent to the coaſt of China, and ſubject 
to that empire, we come to the Philippine 
Iſlands, ſubje& to Spain, ſo called in the year 
1543, in honour to Prince Philip, then heir to 
the Spaniſh crown ; there are ſome hundreds of 
them, and ſeveral very large; the chief and moſt 
northerly is Manilla, called alſo Luconia, hav- 
ing in it two cities of thoſe names. It is about 
four hundred miles long, and a hundred miles in 
breadth. 

Proceeding ſouthward from the Philippines, we 
arrive at the Molucca iſlands, famous for their 
cloves, and other ſpices, among which are Am- 
boyna, Gilolo, and Celebes. 

FOE Afterwards, 
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Afterwards, weſtward, are the Sunda iſlands, ſo 
denominated, from lying near the ſtraits of that 
name; the principal of them may be reduced to 
Borneo, Sumatra, and Java. Borneo is reckoned 
the largeſt iſland in the world, being ſeven hundred 
miles long, and as many broad. Sumatra has a ſet- 
tlement on it's coaſt, named Bencoolen, made by 
the Engliſh Eaſt-India Company, A. D. 1682, 
which preſeryed to them the pepper trade, after the 
Dutch had diſpoſſeſſed them of Bantam. Java is 
extremely unhealthy; it's chief town, Batavia, is 
ſubject to the Dutch. 

From hence, turning towards the weſt, before 
the foot of the ſouth promontory of the Mogul em- 
pire, ſtretching itſelf into the ſea, you may ſee the 
beautiſul iſland Ceylon, productive of elephants. 
The Indians call it Cachi, and all the idolaters of 
Aſia look upon it as the abode of their gods. 
The Dutch ſeized it, and drove away the Portu- 
gueſe inhabitants, A. D. 1656, and have ſince 
kept poſſeſſion of it; and have, in a great meaſure, 
monopolized the ſpice trade, for which this iſland 
is famous. 

Oppoſite Ceylon lie the Maldives, formerly one 
vaſt iſland, which the - boiſterous fea has now 

roken into a great number of ſmall ones, about 
which, it is ſaid, are found prodigious whales. 


4 Up 
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Up farther, northward, in the mouth of the 
Perſian Gulf, is the iſſand Ormuz, perhaps calle 
formerly Ogyris, where King Erythræus wa 


buried. 
Here we finiſh our voyage to the Aſiatic iſlands, 


and ſhall now croſs into the ſcorching deſerts of 
Africa, the deſcription of which will be the ſub. 
ject of my next letter: In the mean time I ſub. 


ſcribe myſel5; 


Your faithful and affectionate 


> —— 


AFRICA. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


DEAR BOY, London, 


QUITTING the continent, and iſlands of Aſia, 
we arrive in AFRICA, the third quarter of the 
world, ſituated to the ſouth of Europe, and ſur- 
rounded on all ſides by the ſea, except a narrow 
neck of land about ſixty miles over, called the 
Itkmus of Suez, which joins it to Aſia at the top 
of the Red Sea. 

The weſtern diſtricts of this part of the world 
are, for the greater part, ſterile, uncultivated lands, 
inhabited by unaappy negroes. The coaſts are 
naked, and covered with barren ſands. The 
country and it's few inhabitants ſeem to be {truck 
with one common curſe. 

It may be divided into Barbary, Zaara, Egypt, 
Negroland, Guinea, Abyſſinia, Abex, Nubia, 
Zanguebar, Anian, Monomotapa, Monoemugi, 
Congo, and Caffraria. 


Theſe countries are thus diſpoſed upon your in- 
cloſed map. 4 
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Along the coaſts of the Mediterranean, in 
'gypt, Biledulgerid, and Zaara, the people are 
of a tawny complexion, and dreſs like the Turks; 
hut in the other parts of this quarter, the inhabi- 
tants are quite black. The better ſort of negroes 
wear thin veils and white caps, but the poor 
go almoſt naked, having only a ſmall piece of ſkin, 
or coarſe ſtuff, wrapped about their waiſt; the 
poor Hottentots, daubed over with greaſe and 
ſoot, and having their arms, legs, and neck wrap- 
ped round with the raw guts of beaſts, make a moſt 
deſpicable and naſty appearance. 

Through Barbary, Nubia, and Egypt, the 
commodities are rice, figs, raiſins, oranges, le- 
mons, citrons, almonds, pomegranates, olives, 
ſenna, dates, leathers, civet, ſugar, and indigo. 
In Negroland and Guinea, oftrich feathers, gold 
duit, elephants teeth, pepper, and ſlaves, which 
are chiefly purchaſed by the Engliſh, and tranſ- 
ported to Amecica. The inland countries are 
ſaid to be full of lions, tigers, monkies, rhino- 
ceroſes, and crocodiles; the natives are little 
known; for no travellers have been able to ex- 
tend their enquiries ſo far. To the ſouth, along the 
coalt, the traffic is ambergreaſe, muſk, civet, le- 
mons, millet, pearls, gold duſt, &c. chiefly carried 
on by the Dutch and Portugueſe; the former 
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of which have a large ſettlement at the Cape of 
Good-Hope, and the latter many on the eaſtern 
and weſtern ſides of the continent. 

The chief iſlands of this quarter, are, Mad. 
gaſcar, the largeſt, called alſo St. Lawrence, the 
inhabitants black, wild, ſavage, naked, and under 
no particular governor. The ſmall iſlands of 
Cape Verd; the Canary iſlands; the Madeiras, 
noted for excellent wine; the Guinea iſles; and 
the iſles Aſcenſion and St. Helena, with others of 
leſſer note in the Ethiopic ſea, 

The principal mountains here, are the Lybian 
Mount, between Zaara and Egypt; Mount At- 
Jas, between Barbary and Biledulgerid, ſuppoſed 
by the Ancients to be the higheſt in the world, 
whence came the fable of Atlas, a giant, bearing 
the heavens upon his ſhoulders. It now gives 
name to the neighbouring ocean, called the At- 
lantic ocean; the mountain of the Moon, in Ethi- 
opia, always covered with ſnow and ice; and the 
exceeding high hill, or peak, in Tenerife, one of 
the Canary iſles, in form of a ſugar loaf, which may 
be ſeen one hundred and twenty miles diſtant. 

The moſt famous rivers in Africa, are, the Nile, 
in Nubia and Egypt. The river Senegal, anciently 
called Niger, running through al! Negroland into 
the Atlantic ocean, on which the Engliſh have 
ſome 
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ſome ſettlements. The Gambia is only a branch 
of the Niger. 

The principal curioſities in Africa, are, the vaſt 
pyramids in Egypt, three miles weſt of Cairo, 
ſuppoſed to be built by the children of Iſrael, when 
in bondage, for ſepulchres for the Egyptian kings; 
alſo the mummy pits near the pyramids, in which 
are found the bodies of people embalmed, and 
buried three thouſand years ago, yet perfect and 
diſtinct at this day. 

Among the moſt celebrated men whom Afric 
has produced, are 'Tertullian, Cyprian, Julius 
Africanus, Arnobius, Lactantius, Victor Uticenſis, 
and St. Auſtin, all biſhops of the church. The 
warriors of greateſt fame were Hamilcar and his 
three ſons, Hannibal, Aſdrubal, and Mago; and 
Terence and Apuleius, the only poets whoſe names 


have deſcended to poſterity with undiſputed ap- 
plauſe. 


I am, &c. 


4 LET. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


BARBARY, or the coaſts of Barbary, all along 


the mountains of Atlas, quite to Egypt, conſiſts 


of two ſorts of people, namely, the Moors, under 


the Emperor of Morocco, whoſe metropolis is 
Fez; and thoſe people under the republics, or 


rather kingdoms, of Algiers, Tripoli, Tunis *, and 


Barca. The whole country produces fine horſes, 
wax, oil, hides, hemp, flax, ſugar, honey, dates, and 
almonds, being the moſt conſiderable, and beſt 
peopled part of Africa. Their religion is Maho- 
metan, and their government abſolute. 

Zuaara, the ancient Numidia, ſituated ſouth of 
Mount Atlas, between the coaſt of Barbary 
north, and Negroland ſouth, The inhabitants 
of theſe deſerts are rambling Arabs. Their re- 
ligion is Mahometan, as thoſe northward ; where- 
as Negroland, Guinea, and all ſouthward are Pa- 
gans. 


* Algicrs and Tripoli are tributary, and, in ſome mea- 
fure, ſubje& to the Ottoman court; and Tunis to the Em- 
peror of Morocco, 


Negro- 
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Negroland, or the land of the Blacks, and 
Guinea, are bounded by Zaara north; the un- 
known parts of Africa, eaſt; and by the Atlantic 
ocean, ſouth and weſt; and conſiſt of ſix parts, 
Negroland, Guinea, Loango, Congo, Benguela, 
and Mataman; which comprehend all the coun- 
tries the Guinea, or Engliſh African Company 
trade to on the weſt coaſt of Africa, for ivory, 
gold, and ſlaves. The natives are negroes, well 
known by their flat noſes, thick lips, and ſhort 
woolly hair. "They are Pagans, and have abun- 
dance of arbitrary petty kings. 

Abyflinia, with Nubia, and the coaſt of Abex, 
have Egypt on the north; the unknown parts of 
Africa on the ſouth and weſt; and the Red Sea 
and Anian on the eaſt. This extenſive. country 
is governed by a King, ſtiled Prefter John, or 
rather, by the Turks, Preſter-Chan, that is, 
King of Slaves, they receiving moſt of their 
ſlaves from thence, who is abſolute both in ec- 
cleſiaſtical and civil affairs; the natives call 
him Negaſca Negaſcht, that is, King of Kings. 
It is ſaid they are able to raiſe, in time of war, 
lix hundred thouſand men. Their religion, taught 
them by the Portugueſe, is a mixture of Chriſtia- 
nity and Judaiſm. | 

Zanguebar, including Anian, is a barren, ſandy, 

hot 
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hot deſert, but thinly inhabited by Arabs, wh | 


live in camps, and are here, as in all parts of 


Africa, of a tawny complexion, but not black. 
It is bounded on the north by the Red Sea, on the | 


ſouth by the tropic of Capricorn, on the eaſt by 


the Indian Ocean, and on the weſt by the unknown | 


parts of Africa, The Portugueſe trade here for 
gold, ſlaves, and ivory, oftrich feathers, citrons, 
perfumes, aloes, and frankincenſe. 


Caffaria, or the country of the ſtupid Hot- | 


tentots, about the Cape of Good-Hope, They 
are brutiſh irrational creatures, having little more 
than the ſhape of men and women, without any 
ſign of religion, government, or œconomy; and 
feeding upon the inteſtines of animals, which 
they wrap firſt, for ſome time, about their limbs, 
They are of a middle ſize, but meagre, and ex- 
ceedingly nimble in the chace: their language 
reſembles the clucking of a turkey-cock. The 
Cape of Good-Hope is very mountainous, and 
the top is always covered with a cap of clouds be- 
fore a ſtorm. The Dutch have a fort and factory 
here. 

Monomotapa, an inland Pagan country, lies 
next to Caffaria on the north. The Portu- 
gueſe trade with them for gold, filver, copper, 
oil, ſalt, ivory, and rice. The natives are tall, 

l | handſome, 
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handſome, black, and have fine complexions. 
The young girls go naked, wearing only a thin 
piece of cotton ſtuff upon their middle ; but put 
on garments as ſoon as they get huſbands. 

Monoemugi is contiguous to Monomotapa; an 
idolatrous people, but little known to us, 

Egypt, the moſt remarkable nation of all 
Africa, is bounded by the Mediterranean on rne 
north; by Abyſſinia, ſouth; by the Red Sea, 
caſt; and by the unknown parts of Africa, weſt. 
It's chief cities are Grand Cairo, the largeſt city 
in the world, near which was the ancient city of 
Memphis. Alexandria, built by Alexander the 
Great. "Thebes, which once had in it an hundred 
royal palaces. The pyramids, in this country, 
will never ceaſe to be a ſubject of wonder and ad- 
miration; the expences laid out only for leeks and 
onions for the workmen amounted to about two 
hundred and twenty thouſand pounds. The com- 
modities of Egypt are linen, rice, caſſia, balm, 
gums, drugs, ſugar, and moſt forts of grain. The 
people are Mahometans, and under the T urks, 
whole vice-roy is the baſhaw of Cairo. The prin- 
cipal river is the Nile. 

The Red Sea lies between Africa and Atta, 


LE T- 
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hot deſert, but thinly inhabited by Arabs, whe 
live in camps, and are here, as in all parts 
Africa, of a tawny complexion, but not black. 
It is bounded on the north by the Red Sea, on the 
ſouth by the tropic of Capricorn, on the eaft by 
the Indian Ocean, and on the weſt by the unknown 
parts of Africa. The Portugueſe trade here for 
gold, flaves, and ivory, oftrich ſeathers, citrons, 
perfumes, aloes, and frankincenſe. 

Caffaria, or the country of the ſtupid Hot 
tentdts, about the Cape of Good-Hope. They 
are brutiſh irrational creatures, having little more 
than the ſhape of men and women, without any 
ſign of religion, government, or economy ; and 
feeding upon the inteſtines of animals, which 


they wrap firſt, for ſome time, about their limbs, 
They are of a middle ſize, but meagre, and ex- 

ceedingly nimble in the chace: their language 
reſembles the clucking of a turkey-cock. The 
Cape of Good-Hope is very mountainous, and 
the top is always covered with a cap of clouds be- 
fore a ſtorm. The Dutch have a fort and factory 


here. 


Monomotapa, an inland Pagan country, lies 
next to Caffaria on the north. The Portu- 
gueſe trade with them for gold, filver, copper, 


oil, ſalt, ivory, and rice. 


The natives are tall, 
handſome, 


ci] 


handſome, black, and have fine complexions. 
The young girls go naked, wearing only a thin 
piece of cotton ſtuff upon their middle; but put 
on garments as ſoon as they get huſbands. 

Monoemugi is contiguous to Monomotapa; an 
idolatrous people, but little known to us. 

Egypt, the moſt remarkable nation of all 
Africa, is bounded by the Mediterranean on tne 
north; by Abyflinia, ſouth; by the Red Sea, 
caſt; and by the unknown parts of Africa, weſt. 
It's chief cities are Grand Cairo, the largeſt city 
in the world, near which was the ancient city of 
Memphis. Alexandria, built by Alexander the 
Great. Thebes, which once had in it an hundred 
royal palaces. The pyramids, in this country, 
will never ceaſe to be a ſubject of wonder and ad- 
miration; the expences laid out only for leeks and 
onions for the workmen amounted to about two 
hundred and twenty thouſand pounds. The com- 
modities of Egypt are linen, rice, caſſia, balm, 
gums, drugs, ſugar, and moſt ſorts of grain. The 
people are Mahometans, and under the T urks, 
whoſe vice-roy is the baſhaw of Cairo. The prin- 
cipal river is the Nile. 

The Red Sea lies between Africa and Aſia. 
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LETTER KNX 
Or TEE AFRICAN ISLANDS. 


DEAR BOY, Landon. 
I wiLL now conduct you over the vaſt ocean to 


the African iſlands; and for the pleaſure of coming 
back, we will go to the fartheſt firſt. 


Let us, therefore, make the beſt of our way 
from England, round the Cape of Good- Hope, to 
the Arabic Gulf, on the eaſtmoſt point of Africa, 
called alſo formerly the Red Sea, 


Whole waves o'erthrev- 

Proud Pharaoh, and his Memphian chivalry 
While with perfidious hatred they purſu'd 

The ſojcurners of Goſhen z who beheld, 

From the ſafe ſhore, their floating carcaſes, 

And broken chariot wheels, MILTON. 


Being arrived here, at the mouth of the Red Sea, 
we will pay a viſit to the iſland that ſailors now call 
Socatræ, famous for it's aloes, which are eſteemed 
the beſt in the world. 

Sailing down, fouthward, we come to the pro- 
digious iſland Madagaſcar, or Lawrence, abound- 
ing in cattle and corn, and moit of the necel— 
ſaries of life, but no ſuſſicient merchandize to in- 
duce Europeans to ſettle colonies; it has ſcveral 
petty ſavage kings of it's own, both Arabs and 
Negrocs, 


1d 
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Negroes, Who making war on each other, fel! 
their priſoners ſor flaves to the ſhipping which call 
here, taking cloaths, utenſils, and other neceſſaries 
in return. 

Near it you ſee the four Comorra iſles, whoſe 
petty kings are tributary to the Portugueſe; 
and hereabouts lies the French iſland, Bourbon, 
anda little higher Maurice, fo called by the Dutch, 
who firſt touched here in 1598, from one of their 
princes. It is now in poſſeſſion of the French. 

Quitting now the eaſtern world and the Indies, 
we muſt ſteer our courſe quite back round the 
Cape of Good Hope, into the immenſe Atlantic 
ocean, where the firſt iſland we touch at is the 
ſmall, but pleaſant St. Helena, at which place all 
the Engliſh Eaſt-India ſhips Rop to get freſh water 
and freſh proviſions in their way home. Near 
which are the Guinea iſlands, St. Matthew, St. 
Thomas, and others, not far from the coaſt, under 
the Equinoctial Line, belonging to the Portugueſe. 
Theſe were fo named by the ſailors who firſt found 
taem on St. Helen's, St. Thomas's, and St. Mat- 
tiew's feſtivals. 

Thence, northward, over againſt Cape Verd, 
is a large tract of iſlands, fo called from their 
verdure, The Ancients called them Gorgades, 
or land of Gorgons, and Heſ>crides, or Golden 

893 12 Apples, 
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Apples, well known in poetical ſtory. They noy 
belong to the Portugueſe, who are furniſhed with 
ſalt and goat ſkins from thence. 

We ſee, higher north, the pleaſant Canaries, he. 
longing to the Spaniards, from whence firſt came 
our Canary wine, and the pretty ſinging birds, 
called Canary Birds, 'The Ancients called them 
the Fortunate Ifles, and placed there the Elyſian 
fields. They are ten or twelve in number; the chief 
are Teneriffe, Gomera, Ferro, and Great Canary. 

The fertile iſlands of Madeira lie {till higher 
north, and are famous for the beſt ſtomachic wine. 
They belong to the Portugueſe. 

Theſe iſlands were diſcovered by Macham, an 
Engliſh mariner, who fled from England for an illi- 
cit amour; he was driven on one of them by a ſtorm, 
and his miſtreſs dying there, he made a canoe, and 
carried the news of his diſcovery to Pedro, king of 
Arragon, (which occaſioned the report that the 
iſland was diſcovered by a Portugueſe) A. D. 1345. 

We go {till further northward till we come to 
the Azores, of Portugal, to which they belong, 
formerly abounding in gauſhawks, and ſo called 
from acor, a gauſhawk, The air is ſo pure here, 
that the ſailors are no ſooner landed than they are 
rid of their vermin, which cannot live there. 


Farewel. 
AM E- 
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LEAVING Africa, we paſs over the vide At- 
jantie Ocean into AMERICA, This great conti- 
nent, frequently called the New World, is bound- 
ed, north, by unknown parts; weſt, by the Paci- 
fie Ocean; ſouth, by the Southern ocean; and 
caſt, by the Weſtern or Atlantic Occan. It's 
length from the fartheft point of New South Wales 
north, to the ſtraits of Magellan ſouth, is about 
eight thouſand miles; it's greateſt breadth, from 
the Cape of St. Auguſtine, on the coaſt of Braſil 
eaſt, to the South Sea about Quito, is about three 
thouſand miles, 

It conſiſts of two large peninſulas, divided by a 
narrow neck of land about fifty miles over, called 
tne Iſthmus of Darien, or Panama; one is called 
North America, and the other South America. 

NorTH AMERICA may be divided into the 
United States, containing thirteen countries or pro- 
vinces. I. New Hampſhire. II. Maſſachuſet's Bay. 
III. Rhode Iſland and Providence Plantations, IV. 
4 14 Con- 
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Connecticut. V. New York. VI. New ferſey. 
VII. Pennſylvania, VIII. Delaware. XI. Mary. 
land. X. Virginia, XI. North Carolina. XII. 
South Carolina. XIII. Georgia. Theſe provin. 
ces were formerly knawn by the name of the Britiſh 
Colonies; but, after a long and deſtructive war, 
they were declared free, ſovereign, and indepen. 
dent ſtates in the year 1783. 

The dominions of Spain contain Old Mexico, 
or New Spain, New Mexico, Louiſiana, and Eaſt 
and Weſt Florida. 

The Engliſh have New Britain, Canada, and 
Nova Scotia, cold, barren, dreary and uncult: vated 
countries, 
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Chriſtopher Columbus, a native of Gene, 
was the firſt who undertook to extend the boun- 
daries which ignorance had given to the world, 


He failed from Spain in the year 1492, with a | 


fleet of three ſhips, upon the moſt adventurous 
attempt ever undertaken by man, and in the fate 
of which the inhabitants of two worlds were in- 
tereſted. After a voyage of thirty-three days, 
he landed on one of thoſe iſlands, now called the 
Bahamas. He afterwards touched on ſeveral of 
the iſlands in the fame cluſter, enquiring every 
where for gold, which was the only object of 
commerce he thought worth his attention. In 
ſteering ſouthward, he found the iſland called 
Hiſpaniola, abounding in all the neceſſaries of 
life, and inhabited by a humane and hoſpitable 
people. On his return home, he touched on 
ſeveral iſlands to the ſouthward, and diſcovered the 
Caribbees. He was welcomed in Spain with all 
the acclamations which the populace are ever 
ready to give on ſuch occaſions, and the court 
received him with the higheſt marks of reſpect. 
He afterwards failed on other diſcoveries to Ame- 
rica; but the ungrateful avaricious Spaniards, 
not immediately receiving thoſe golden advan- 
tages they had promiſed themſelves from his firſt 

voyages, 
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voyages, at laſt ſuſtered him to die neg!eRed and 
diſfregarded. The court of Spain, however, were 
ſo juſt to his memory; that they buried him mag- 
nificently in the cathedral] of Seville, and erected 
a tomb over him, with this inſcription : * Colum- 
« bus has given a new world to the kinzdoms cf 
« Caſtile and Leon,” The wealth which Co- 
lumbus brought into Europe, tempted many per- 
ſons to make equipments at their own expence. 
In one of theſe expeditions, Americus Veſpuſius, 
a merchant of Florence, failed to the ſouth conti- 
nent of America, and by being a man of addretx, 
had the honour of giving his name to half the 
globe. | 
John Cabot, an Engliſhman, diſcovered and 
ſettled Newfoundland in 1498.—Florida was firſt 
diſcovered by John Cabot in 1500. —Louiftana was 
diſcovered by the French 1633.— The firſt Britiſh 
ſettlement made in North America, was in Vir- 
ginia, in the reign of James I. 1607.,.-New 
England was the ſecond in 1614, by the Ply- 
mouth Company. In 1620, a large body of diſ- 
ſenters, who fled from church tyranny in Eng- 
land, purchaſed the Flymouth patent, and built 
New Plymouth. Salem was built in 1828; 
and Bolton, the preſent capital, in 1630. Penn- 
1 6 ſylvania 
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ſylvania was ſettled by William Penn, a celebrated 


Quaker, in whoſe family the patent {till ſubſiſts, ploy 
1681. Maryland, by Lord Baltimore, 1633, it is 
Carolina, by Engliſh merchants, 1670. New idol: 
York was firſt ſettled by the Scots under Sir Wil. 1 
liam Alexander, 1622; but underwent ſever] furs 
changes from the Engliſh to the French, and then tob 
to the Engliſh again, by treaties, and conqueſt, f 


till it was confirmed to the latter by the peace of 
1748. Canada was attempted to be ſettled by the 
French in 1534; they built Quebec in 1608; but 

the wiole country was conquered by the Engliſh 
in 1759, and ceded by the peace in 1763. 

The people of America are tall, and ftrait in 
| their limbs, beyond the proportion of moſt nations; 
| but their bodies, though ſtrong, are not fitted to 
endure ſo much labour as the Europeans. They 
| are, generally, of a brown complexion; the few 
| that are white ſtain themſelves of a copper or red 
| colour, and ſome with ſtreaks of blue. They are 
dexterous with their bows and arrows; and very 
fond of adorning themſelves with ſtrings of beads | 
and ſhells about their necks, and rings and plates 
in their ears and noſes, and pull their beards up by 
the roots. They go naked in the ſummer, but 


in the winter cover themſelves with the {ſkins of 
| | beaſts 
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beaſts taken in hunting, which is their chief em- 
ploy. They ſcalp their priſoners, and ſometimes, 
it is ſaid, broil and eat them. They are groſs 
dolaters, and worſhip the ſun, moon, and ſtars. 

The commodities here, are cotton, ilk, ſkins, 
furs, feathers, cochineal, logwood, mahogany, 
tobacco, pine apples, ſugar, and drugs. 

The iſlands belonging to Great Britain, are, 
Newfoundland, Cape Breton, St. John's, Ber- 
mudas or the Summer Iſles, Lucay's or Bahama 
Illes, Anguila, Nevis, Montſerrat, St. Chriſto- 
pher's, vulgarly called St. Kit's, Antigua, Domi- 
nica, Barbuda, St. Vincent, Granada and the 
Granadines, Barbadoes, Jamaica. 

Illands belonging to Spain, are, Cuba, Hiſpa- 


niola, or St, Domingo, part belonging to the 


French, and part to the Spaniards, Porto Rico, 
the Virgin Iſles, Trinidad, and Margaretta. - Mar- 
unique, Guadaloupe, St. Lucia, and Tobago, 
belong to the French. 

The principal rivers of North America, are, 
the Mifhflippi, which diſcharges itſelf into the 
Gulf of Floridaz the Ohio; and the river St. 
Lawrence, 

Things moſt curious in this part, are the pro- 
digious falls of water near Niagara; alſo the 

cabbage 
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cabbage tree, one hundred feet high, with n; 
branches but at the top. The calabaſh, which 
grows high like a gourd, of which, cut into 
different ſizes, they make their diſhes, pails, &c. 
and the caſſavi roots, of which the Indians uſually 


make their bread. 


Adieu. 
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SPANISH AMERICA. 


OLD Mexico, called alſo NEW SPAIN, a large 
and rich province, ſubject to the crown of Spain, 
is the moſt ſouthern part of North America. Here 
the Spaniards firſt landed, under that monſter of 
cruelty Ferdinand Cortez, in the year 1521, and 
murdered millions of the natives, without regard 
to rank, age, or ſex, for their gold and ſilver. 
Chief towns are, Mexico, La Vera Cruz, Trux- 
illo, and the port of Acapulco, from whence fail 
once a-year two rich galleons, called Spaniſh re- 
giſter ſhips, to the Eaſt Indies. One of theſe 
ſhips was taken by the Engliſh Admiral, the late 
Lord Anſon, in 1744, having a rich cargo in 
ſpecic, and other valuable effects on board, eſti- 
mated at one million and fix hundred thouſand 
pounds ſterling. 

New Mexico, or NEw GRANADA, lies north 
of Old Mexico. It's chief city is Santa Fe. This 
province is very little known to us, and in all 
appearance not very fertile, ſince what is diſcover- 
ed of it contains only heaths, mountains, and 
ſtony lands, p 


by | & 
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CALIFORNIA, contiguous to New Mexico, the 
coaſt of which is not yet fully diſcovered, 

FLoR1DA extends from the eaſt fide of the Miſſiſ. 
ſippi to the frontiers of Carolina and Georgia, in. 
cluding all the iſlands within fix leagues of the 
| coaſt, and is divided into eaſt and weſt, being 
500 miles long and 440 broad. Chief towns are 
St. Auguſtine in Eaſt Florida, 3800 miles S. W. 
from London, and Penſacola in Weſt Florida. 
The country is very fruitful, but moſtly unculti- 
vated, 


Tnz UNITED STATES. 


GEORGIA, next to Florida, on the north. It's 
chief towns are Savannah, 3600 miles S. W. from 
London, and Frederica. It is a very flouriſhing 
ſtate, containing 80,000 inhabitants, and is go- 
verned by a governor, executive council, and houſe 
of aſſembly. 

The Engliſh firſt eſtabliſhed a colony here in 
1732, 

CAROLINA joins to Georgia, and is divided into 
north and ſouth. It's chief town is Charleſtown, 
3600 miles S. W. from London, fo called from 
King Charles II. which for it's ſize, beauty, and 
trade, vies with the firſt towns in America. 


VIRGINIA, north of Carolina, fo called from the 


virgin 
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virgin Queen Elizabeth, in whoſe reign it was 
liſcovered by Sir Walter Raleigh, in the year 
1584, It's capital is Jameſtown, beſides which 
Williamſburg is a town of note. The encroach- 
ments made by the French on the banks of the 
Miſifippi, were the cauſe of the late war between 
England and France. Hence we have the moit 
excellent tobacco. 

Maryland, ſo called from Mary, queen to 
Charles I. Annapolis, it's capital, is a ſmall neat 
town of one hundred and fifty houſes; the ſtreets 
are irregular, and not paved. This province be- 
longed to Lord Baltimore, who held it in fee of 
the crown, It's chief riches are from tobacco. 

Pennſylvania, north of Maryland, ſo called from 


Sir William Penn, to whoſe family it belongs. It's 


capital town is Philadelphia, the fineſt and beſt 
lituated city in America, containing thirty thou- 
ſand houſes, and one hundred and twenty thouſand 
inhabitants, who are all Quakers, 

The Jerſeys. Chief towns, Elizabeth-town, 
and Brunſwick, remarkable for the number of it's 
beautiful women. The beſt cyder in the conti- 
nent 1s made here. 

New York, contiguous to Pennſylvania and Jer- 
ley; chief town New York, the reſidence of the 
governor, It contains about three thouſand houles, 

and 


o 
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and above twelve thouſand inhabitants. This 
province is extremely pleaſant and fertile, pro. 
ducing abundance of wheat, barley, peas, fruits, 
&c. Several iſlands belong to New York; the 
two principal are, Long Iſland, and Staten Iſland. 

New England is moſtly inhabited by Indepen. 
dents and Preſbyterians. It's metropolis is Boſton, 
large, handſome, and well built, containing about 
three thouſand good houſes, ten churches, and 
nearly twenty thouſand inhabitants. New Eng- 
Jand is divided into four provinces, New Ham. 
ſhire, Maſſachuſet's Bay, Rhode Iſland, and Con- 
neCticut, 

Theſe ſtates were united in the year 1776, July 
4, and have formed a republican government, 
having almoſt each of them a governor, ſenate, 
and houſe of aſſembly. The general Congreſs, 
or deputies from the whole, rule ſupreme, They 
contain 2,389,300 people. Religion, Proteſtants 
and Papiſts. 


BRITISH AMERICA. 


New Scotland, north of New England, is ex- 
tremely cold, It's towns of note are, the harbour 
of Annapolis, ſo called in honour of Queen Anne; 
and Halifax. It is a very fertile country, inhabit- 


ed by an Indian nation, called Souriquois. 
Canada, 
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Canada, or the province of Quebec, was con- 
quered by Great Britain in the late war, and the 
European inhabitants being deſcended from the 
French, are of the Romiſh religion, and have a 
biſaop of that perſuaſion appointed by his Eritan- 
nic Majeſty. It's principal towns are Quebec and 
Montreal. Here is the ſtupendous cataract calied 
the Falls of Niagara; the ſtream is about a mile 
wide, divided by a rocky ifland in the form of a 
half moon. The perpendicular height is one 
hundred and forty-eight feet, and the noiſe may be 
heard upwards of fifteen miles, 

New Britain, or Terra de Labrador, the moſt 
northern part of North America, is extremely bar- 
ren, and intenſely cold. We have no ſettlements 
here. 

On the weſt and north-weſt fide of our plan- 
tations, lie large tracts of land, with many great 
lakes in it, where various nations of ſavages in- 
herit, 

The northern land contains ſome iſlands and ſet- 
tlements of European nations in Hudſon's Bay, 
and other coaſts of Greenland, near the arctic 
circle, but few of them are much known, fre- 
quented, or inhabited. 
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DEAR BOY, Landon. 


SouTH-AMERICA is ſomething like a large tri. 
angle lying in the vaſt Southern Ocean, and al- 
moſt encompaſſed by it. It may be divided into 
ſeven parts; Terra Firma; Peru; the country of 
the Amazons; Braſil, formerly called the province 
of Santa Croix; the province of Plata, or Para- 
guay; Chili; and Terra Magellanica, or Pata- 
gonia, 

Theſe parts are diſpoſed upon your map in the 
following manner, 
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TERRA Firma, the firſt continent the Spani. 
ards ſet foot on after they had ſubdued the Caribbee 
Iſlands, ſouth of the Iſthmus of Darien. The na- 
tives here are a perfect copper red, and ſome of an 
olive colour, but none quite black. It's chief 
towns are Surinam, Panama, Porto-Bello, and 
Carthagena. 
PkRu, a very pleaſant, populous country, a- 
bounding in gold and filver mines, ſubject to the 
Spaniards. From this place come Peruvian, or 
Jeſuit's bark, the fineſt remedy in the world for 
fevers, and the noted Balſam of Peru, which 
diſtils from a little tree. Chief towns are, Lima, 
Payta, and Truxillo. | 
AMAZONIA is prodigioully large, wonderfully 
fertile, and watered by the greateſt river in the 
world, called Amazon. Up this river, it is ſaid, 
the Portugueſe going to make diſcoveries, in 
1541, they met on the ſhore an army of warlike 
women, with whom they had a rencounter, and 
from thende they called this country Amazonia, 
very little of it being known by Europeans to 
this day. | 
BRAZIL. Through the whole of this country, 
at the depth of twenty-four feet from the ſurface, 
there is ſaid to run a thin vein of gold, the 
particles of which are carried by the ſprings 
and 
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and heavy rains into the contiguous ſtreams, 
from the ſands of which they are gathered by 
the negroes employed - for that purpoſe. Chief 
wn is St. Salvadore, belonging to the Portu- 
gueſe. | 

PARAGUAY, or Rio de la Plata, is a level coun- 
try, bounded on the weſt by the mountains of 
Andees, which part it from Peru and Chili; 
and on the eaſt by other high mountains which 
part it from Braſil. In length 1500 miles, in 
breadth 1000. It's produce is corn, maize, rice, 
gold and ſilver mines. It is ſubject to Spain, and 
the Jeſuits have great property here. I he great- 
eſt part of the Peruvian and Chileſe treaſure is 
ſhipped at Buenos- Ayres. . The natives, who are 
ſaid to have lived in tents like the Tartars, were 
irt diſcovered by the Spaniards failing up the 
river La Plata in 1515, waere they built Buenos 
Ayres, the chief port town in South America, 
lituated 6050 miles 8. W. from London. 

CHILI, ſouth of Peru, is a mountainous coun- 
try 1200 miles long, and 600 broad. It is exceed- 
ingly fruitful, producing almoſt all the luxuries of 
life, beſides gold, filver, &. It is ſubject to 
Spain, and the inhabitants are Papiſts and Pagans. 
It's chief towns are St. Jago, diitant 6600 miles 
8. W. from Lomlon, and Baldivia. 

TERRA 
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TERRA MAGELLANICA (the moſt ſouthern 
part of the continent of South America, which i; 
alſo called Patagonia) derives it's name from 
Ferdinand Magellan, a Portugueſe, who firſt dir. 
covered it in the year 1519; as alſo that famous 
ſtrait which ſtill bears his name: Not far from 
hence are Falkland Iſlands. 

The inland parts are very much unknown, hut 
the greateſt part of the coaſts are poſſeſſed by the 
inhabitants derived from Spain and Portugal, who 
have made various ſettlements there, 


I am, my dear boy, 
moſt affectionately, 


your 
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LETTER XXXIII 


Or THE AMERICAN ISLANDS, 


London, 

WE will now take a view of the iſlands ſcat- 
tered round the continent of America; for which 
purpoſe we muſt make a long voyage from Eng- 
land quite to and through part of the wide At- 
lantic Ocean; where, when we arrive on the 
north-eaſt coaſt of North America, you will ſee. 
over-againft the mouth ef the river St. Lawrence, 
the large mountainous iſland Newfoundland, fa- 
mous for it's cod fiſhery, which employs 3000 
ſhips, and 10,000 ſeamen, the profit of which 
amounts to 300,000}, annually. It was diſcovered 
by John Cabot in the year 1498, and {till continues 
11 the poſſeſſion of the Engliſh, Further ſouth is 
a cluſter of ſmall iſlands, near 400 in all, belong- 
ing to the: Engliſh, called the Bermudas, found 
firſt by John Bermudas, a Spaniard, in the year 
1503; they have alſo received the name of the 
Somer-iſles, from Sir John Somers? being driven 
thither in a ſtorm. Their produce is vegetables, 
fruits, timber, &c. Afterwards, againſt Florida, 
K lic 
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lie the fruitful Lucayos, or Bahama iſlands, being 
the firſt land diſcovered by Columbus, Oct, I1, 
1492. They are about 5oo in number, and claim. 
ed by the Spaniards, but moſtly uninhabited. One 
gf them, named New Providence, was ſettled by 
the Engliſh, from whom it was taken by Spain in 
the late war, but reſtored to the former by the 
treaty of peace, 1783. Lower down are Cuba, 
one of the fineſt iſlands in the univerſe, with it's 
grarid port the Havannah, belonging to the 
Spaniards ; and Jamaica, famous for it's rum, ſugar, 
Jamaica pepper, &c. taken for the Engliſh by 
Oliver Cromwell; it's capital is Port-Royal, 


Eaſt of theſe, you ſee the pleaſant ifland Hiſpani- 


ola, or St. Domingo, poſſeſſed by the Spaniards 
in the eaſt, and by the French in the weſt; it's 
chief port is Domingo, a large well-built city, 
and not far off the rocky Porto-Rico, called alſo 
Boriqua, in which the Spaniards are ſaid to have 
maſſacred ſix hundred thouſand natives before they 
could clear the iſland. Hence, eaſtward, lie a 
crooked chain of ſmall iſlands, called the Carib- 
bees, from the firſt inhabitants, exterminated a 
long time fince by the Chriſtians of Europe; 
among which belong to the Engliſh, Barbadoes, 
Antigo, Montſerrat, St. Chriſtopher's, Nevis, &c. 


to the French, Martinico, Guadaloupe, &c. The 
Leeward 


„ 
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Leeward iſlands lie further, on the eaſt of Terra 
Firma, in South America, and belong moſtly to 
the Spaniards. Farther down, quite at the foot 
of South America, you may ſee the inhoſpitable 
rocks of Terra del Fuego, or Land of Fire, whoſe 
aſpect affords a proſpect the moſt dreary and un: 
comfortable that can be imagined; it appears 
without the leaſt mixture of earth or mould, like 
one continued chain of inacceſſible rocks, termi- 
nating at a prodigious height, in innumerable |, 
ragged points, clothed with eternal ſnow, and the 
hills whereon they riſe ſeem to be cleft aſunder, 
as if by earthquakes ; the chaſms, horrible to be- 
hold, extending through the main ſubſtance of the 
rocks, almoſt to the very bottom. There are 
many other iſlands of leſs extent and note, both 
on the coaſt, and in the vaſt South Sea. 


NEW DISCOVERIES. 


I cannot conclude this letter without taking 
me notice of the late numerous and important 
diſcoveries ; they are, 

I. The iſland OTAHEITE, ſituated in the Paci- 
hc Ocean, 17 degrees S. lat. and 149 W. long. 
This iſland is 120 miles in circumference; con- 
tains 204,000 inhabitants; producing excellent 
fruits, ſugar canes, herbs, ſhrubs, and beautiful 
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flowers. There are no venomous creatures here, 
It was diſcovered by Captain Wallis in 1767. 

II. SocitETY iſlands, lying in 16 degrees 8. 
lat. and 150 W. long. Thele iſlands were di. 
covered by Captain Cook in the year 1760. Their 
productions are exactly the ſame as at Otaheite, 

III. OHETEROA, in 22 degrees S. lat. and 
150 W. long. is a low iſland, 13 miles in circum. 
ference. The inhabitants are luſty and well made, 
but, rather of a browner complexion than the na. 
tives of ſome of the neighbouring iſlands, and go 
arrtred with lances, twenty feet long. 

IV. FRIENDLY iflands, i in S. lat. 19 degrees, ** 
W. long. 175, ſo called on account of the diſpo- 
ſition of the inhabitants. They are a cluſter of 
above twenty ſmall iſlands, the principal of which, 
called Amſterdam, by Taſman, who firſt diſ- 
covered it, is about twenty-one miles long, and 
thirteen broad. They are inhabited by an induſ- 
trious race of people, who cultivate the earth. 

V. New HEBRIDEs, a cluſter of ſmall iſlands 
between lat. 14 and 20 degrees S. and long. 166 
and 170 E. The inhabitants reſemble thoſe of 
New Guinea, and wear a rope tied fo tight about 
their waiſts, as would be death to any perſon not 
uſed to it by degrees. 

VI. New CALEDONIA, from latitude 19 de- 

grees 
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orees to 22 degrees S. and from long. 163 to 167 E, 
The natives are ſtout, tall, and well-proportioned, 
and their colour a dark cheſnut brown. 

VII. New ZEALAnD, two large iſlands be- 
tween 34 and 48 degrees d. lat. and between 166 
and 180 degrees of E. long. The inhabitants are 
robuſt, of a dark complexion, fierce and warlike, 
and cat the fleſh of their enemies, whom they 
have either killed or taken in battle. They mark 
or tattow their ſkin, by pricking it with a ſmall 
inſtrument, dipped in ſomething like lamp black. 

VII. New HoLLanD extends from lat. 43 de- 
grees 9. to within 10 degrees of the equator ; and 
from 110 to 153 degrees E. long. This vaſt 
iſland, conſiderably exceeds all Europe in extent; 
but is neither fertile nor populous. The in- 
habitants are without either arts or induſtry, liv- 
ing in tents, and having no towns. It was viſited 
by Captain Cook, who failed along the coaſts, and 
gave the eaitern part the name of New South 
Wales. Botany Bay, on the ealt fide of this iſland, 
is the place to which the Britith government tranſ- 
port their men and women convicts. 

IX. New GUINEA, ſeparated from New Hol- 
land by a ſtrait. This is a very pleafant country, 
but the natives are barbarous. 

X. New Barra and New IRELAND, two 
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iſlands north of New Guinea, They abound 
with high hills and large trees. The natives are 
black. | 

IX. EASTERN ISLAND, lat. 27 degrees S. and 
long. 109 degrees W. An inhoſpitable country, 
that affords neither ſafe anchorage, freſh water, 
nor wood for fuel. 
XII. The MaRquresas, five ſmall iſlands, be- 
tween lat. 9 and 10 degrees S. and 138 and 139 
long. W. extending from lat. 18 to 20 N. and 
long. 150 to 160 W. The inhabitants are a well- 
made handſome people, of a tawny complexion, 
and greatly reſemble the natives of Otaheite. 

XIII. SAN D WIC Iflands. This noble groupe 
was the laſt diſcovery of Captain Cook. It con- 
ſiſts of twelve iſlands, the principal of which is 
OwHYHEE, where that celebrated navigator ter- 
minated his ſervices to mankind and his life, fall- 
ing a ſacrifice to the momentary fury of a name- 
leſs ſavage. They are ſituated between 225 15 
and 189 53' N. lat. 
Between KamTSCHATKA, which is a large 
peninſula in the north of Aſia and America, lie a 
great number of iſlands, inhabited by a race of 
men of a ſhort ſtature, but ſtout, and well made; 
very revengeful, and prone to ſuicide. 
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LE TT 0 LY 


Usk oF THE GLOBE. 


We will now, my dear Boy, proceed to the 
deſcription and uſe of the Terreſtrial Globe, which 
is a round ball, exhibiting on it's ſurface an exact 
delineation of the chief kingdoms, nations, and 
cities on the earth, in their proper ſituations and 

diſtances, juſt as they are in nature. This curious 
and entertaining inſtrument conſiſts of ſeveral 
parts. I. The two poles (being the ends of the 
axis, on which the globe turns to perform the 
diurnal motions) repreſenting thoſe of the world : 
the upper is the north pole, and the lower the 
ſouth pole. II. The braſs meridian, divided into 
four quarters, and each quarter into go degrees : 
the upper part is graduated from the equator to- 
wards the poles ; but the lower part from the poles 
towards the equator. This circle ſurrounds the 
globe, and is conjoined to it at the poles them- 
ſelves. III. The wooden Horizon, or Frame» 
K 4 which 
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which ſupports the whole globe; the upper part 
of it repreſents our true horizon, and has ſeveral 
circles drawn upon it. The firſt, next the globe, 
contains the twelve figns of the Zodiac, through 
which the ſun or earth revolves ina year; theſe 
are ſubdivided into ſingle degrees. The next cir. 
cle exhibits the Julian, and the third the Gregg. 
rian Kalender (or old ſtile and new ſtile) divided 
into months and days. On the outſide of theſe 
are generally delineated the 32 Points of the Com- 
paſs. IV. The Hour Circle, divided into twice 
12 hours, fitted to the meridian round the north 
pole; which pole carries a little index pointing 
to the hour. V. A tain lip of braſs, called a Qua- 
drant of Altitude, divided into go degrees, the fame 
ſize with thoſe on the equinoctial, to be faſtened oc- 
caſionally t the top of the meridian, in order to mea- 
ſure the diſtances and directions of places from each 
other. Laſtly, On the ſurface of the globe are alſo 
delineated the Equinoctial Line, divided into 180 
degrees each way from the firft, or chief meri- 
dian :— The Ecliptic *, divided into 12 ſigns, 

and 


4 


The Ecliptic Line repreſents that path in the Heavens, 


which the ſun ſeems to deſcribe by the earth's annually re- 
volving round it. It is divided into 12 equal parts, and cach 


of thoſe into 30 more, eorreſponding to the 12 months and 
the 
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and each ſign into 30 degrees; the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn; the two Polar Cir- 
cles; and the 24 Meridians, correſponding to 
the 24 hours of day and night. The uſe of 
this curious mathematical initrument, is to point 
out the various phenomena belonging to the dif- 
ferent nations and inhabitants of the world, with 
reference to their diſtance, poſition, varieties of 
days and nights, changes and revolutions of the 
Seaſons, in an eaſy and natural manner, without 
the trouble of long and tedious calculations. I 
ſhall now proceed to the ſolution of the moſt uſe- 
{ul problems on the Lerreſtrial Globe, firſt premiſ- 
ing, that © the latitude of a place is equal to the 
« elevation of the Pole at that place; for if the 


the days of the months. The names and characters of the 12 
iigns, with the time of the ſun's entrance into cach, is as 


follows : 
Aries Taurus Gemini Cancer Leo 
Y _ I = N 
Mar. 20. Apr. 20. May 21. June 22. July 23. 
Virgo Libra Scorpio Sagitarius Capricornus 
NL _> m f 2 


Aug. 23. Sept. a3. Oct. 24. Nov. 22. Dec. 23. 


Aquarius Piſces 


Jan. 20. Feb. 19 


— 
„„ 
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Arch of the Meridian between the place and the | 
Pole be added to the latitude of the place, it 
makes go degrees; allo if it be added to the Pole's ! 
elevation, or arch between the Pole and Horizon, 
the ſum is go degrees: whence the propoſition is 


evident. 


PROBLEM I. 
To find the Latitude of any Place. 


Only bring the place to the graduated fide of | 
the Braſs Meridian, and the figure that ſtands over 


it ſhews it's latitude, or diſtance from the equi- 


noctial. Thus the latitude of London is 51 de- |! 
grees and an half north, Jeruſalem is 32 degrees 
north, and the Cape of Good Hope 34 degrees | 


and an half ſouth. 

Nite, It a place lies on the north fide of the 
Equinoctial Line, it has north latitude; but if 
on the ſouth ſide, it has ſouth latitude. 

Nite, The latitude of a place can never be more 
than go degrees either north or ſouth, that being 


the greateſt diſtance of the Poles (on each {ide che 


Globe) from the Equinoctial Line. 


PROBLEM II. 
To find the Longitude of any Place. 


Bring the place to the Braſs Meridian; then ob- 
ſerve 


— 8 LEG 
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ſerve the degree the Meridian cuts on the Equi- 
noctial, and that is it's longitude, or diſtance in 
degrees either eaſtward or weſtward, from the firſt 
Meridian; which, in ſoine Globes, begins at 
Ferro, in others at Tenerift; but on the new 
ones, at London, Thus the longitude of Mecca 
in Arabia is 43 degrees and an half eaſt ; and the 
longitude of Port Royal in Jamaica is 77 degrees 
weſt from London. 

Note, The longitude of a place can never be 
more than 180 degrees either eaſt or weſt : becauſe 
that diſtance brings you to the oppoſite part of 
the Meridian, which is the fartheſt any place can 
poſſibly be from us. 


PROBLEM lll. 


To rectify the Globe, (i. e.) to place it in ſuch a 
particular Situation as is neceſſary for the Solus 
tion of many of the following Problems. 

Having turned the graduated fide of the Meri- 
Wan towards you, move it higher or lower till the 
Pole {tands as many degrees above the Horizon as 
the latitude of the place is you would rectify for. 
Thus, if the place be London, you muſt raiſe the 
Pole 51 and an half degrees (becauſe that is the lati- 
tude of it) which brings that city to the top or 
Zenith of the Globe, and over the center of the 
Horizon; then turn the North Pole of the inftru- 

K 6 ment 
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ment to the north part of the world, which may 
be done by means of a little compaſs, and the 
globe will repreſent the natural ſituation of the 
earth itſelf. 

Note, In all Problems relating to north latitude, 
you mult elevate the North Pole ; but in thoſe that 
have ſouth latitude, you muſt raiſe the South Pole, 

The North Pole muſt always incline to that 
part of the Horizon marked June ; and the South 
Pole to that marked December. 


PROBLEM IV. 


The Longitude and Latitude of a Place being given 
to find it upon the Globe. 


Only bring the degree of longitude found on 
the Equator to the Meridian ; then under the de- 
gree of latitude, on the Braſs Meridian, is the 
place required. Thus, ſuppoſe an Engliſh priva- 
teer falls in with a French ſhip in 36 degrees 20 
minutes north latitude, and 32 degrees longitude 
welt from London; you will find it to be in the 
middle of the vaſt Atlantic Ocean, a little ſouth 
of the Azore iſles, 


PROBLEM V. 
To find the Sun's Place in the Ecliptic. 


Look the day of the month in the outer Calen- 
| dar 


: 
2 
K 
c 
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dar upon the Horizon (if the Globe was made be- 
tre the alteration of the ſtile) and oppoſite to it, 
you will find the ſign and degree the ſun is in that 
day. Thus on the 25th of March, the ſun's place 
is four degrees and an half in Aries. Then look 
for that ſign and degree upon the Ecliptic Line 
marked on the Globe, and there fix on a ſmall 
black patch, ſo is it prepared ſor the ſolution of 
the following Problems. 

Nite, The earth's place is always in the ſign and 
degree oppolite the ſun ; thus when the ſun is four 
and an half degrees in Aries, the earth is four and 
an half degrees in Libra; and ſo of any other. 


PROBLEM VI. 


To fad the Sun's Declination; that is, his Diſtance 
from the Equinoctial Line either northward or 


ſouthward. 


Bring his place to the edge of the Meridian 
obſerve what degree of the Meridian lies over it, 
and that 1s his Declination. If the fun is on the 
north ſide the line, he is ſaid to have North De- 
clination ; but if on the ſouth ſide, he has South 
Declination. Thus on the 2oth of April the ſun 
has 11 and an half degrees North Declination, but 
on the 26th of October, he has 12 and an half 
degrees South Declination, 


Nate, 


— — . . — — — "* 
« — 
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Note, The greateſt declination can never be 
more than 23 and an half degrees either north or 
ſouth. That being the greateſt diſtance of the 
Tropics from the Equinoctial, and beyond which 
the ſun never goes. 


PROBLEM VI. 


To find where the Sun is Vertical on any Day; that 
is, to find over whoſe Heads the Sun will paſs 
that Day. 


Bring the Sun's place to the Meridian, obſerve 
his declination, or hold a pen or wire over it; 
then turn the Globe round, and all thoſe countries 
which paſs under the wire will have the Sun over 
their heads that day at noon. Thus on the 16th 


of April the inhabitants of the north parts of 


Terra Firma, Porto Bello, Philippian Ifles, ſouth- 
ern parts of India, Abyſſinia, Ethiopia, and Gui- 
nea, have the Sun over their heads that day at 


12 o'clock. 


Note, This appearance can only happen to 
thoſe, who live in the Torrid Zone, becauſe 
the Sun never ſtrays farther from the Equinoctial, 
either northward or ſouthward, than to the two 
Tropics, from whence he returns again, 


PRO- 
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PROBLEM VIII. 


To find over whoſe Heads the Sun is at any given 
Hour. 


Bring the place where you are (ſuppoſe at 
London) to the Meridian; ſet the Index to the 
given hour by your watch, then turn the Globe 
till the Index points to the upper 12, or Noon, 
look under the degree of declination for that day, 
and that is the place to which the ſun is vertical, 
or over it's head at that time. Thus on the 13th 
of May, a little paſt five in the afternoon at 
London, I find the Sun is then over the heads of 
thoſe who live at Port Royal in Jamaica in the 
Weſt-Indics. 

Note, If it be morning, the Globe muſt be 
turned from eaſt to weſt : if in the afternoon, it 
muſt be turned from welt to eaſt. 


PROBLEM IX. 


To find at any Hour of the Day, what o' Clock it is 
at any Place in the I/:rld. 


Bring the place where you are to the Brafs 
Meridian; fet the Index to the hour by your 
watch; turn the Globe till the place you are 
looking for comes under the Meridian, and the 
Index will point eut the time there required. 

Thus 


——— ET 
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Thus when it is fix o'clock in the evening at 


England, it is half an hour paſt eight at night at loo 
Jeruſalem. Almoſt midnight at the palace of the pat 
Great Mogul. Two in the morniag at Pekin, Wu 
Seven in the middle of the Great South ſea; and 
noon at Florida, Canada, and the Iſthmus of Panama, 
Note, By this Problem you may likewiſe ſee, at T1 
one view, in diſtant countries, where the inhabi- 
tants are rifing, where breakfaiting, dining, drink- 
ing tea; where going to aſſemblies, and where tobed. , | 
a 
| PROBLEM X. K 
| To find at what Hour the Sun riſes and ſets any Day Ca! 
in the Year; and alſo upon what Point of the wh 
Compaſs. = 
Rectify the Globe for the latitude of the place A 


you are in; bring the Sun's place to the Meridian, 

and ſet the Index to 12, then turn the Sun's place 

to the eaſtern edge of the Horizon, and the Index - 
a a . 1 3 0 

will point out the Hour of riſing; if you bring it 

to the weſtern edge of the Horizon, the Index will 

ſhew the ſetting. Thus on the 16th day of March, | 


the Sun roſe a little paſt ſix, and ſet a little before ſix. git 
Note, In the ſummer the Sun. riſes and ſets a to 

little to the northward of the eaſt and weſt points; eat 

| butin winter, a little to the ſouthward of them. If, _ Wk 
ll therefore, when the Sun's place is brought to the by 


_ eaſtern 
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eaſtern and weſtern edges of the Horizon, you 
look on the inner circle right againſt tae little 
patch, you will fee the point of the compaſs upon 
waich the Sun riſes and ſets that day. 


PROBLEM XI. 


To find the Length of the Day and Night at any 
Time of the Year. 


Only double the time of the Sun's riſing that 
day, and it gives the length of the night; double 
the time of his ſetting, and it gives the length of the 
day. This Problem ſhews how long the Sun ſtays 
with us any day, and how long he is abſent from us 
any night. Thus on the 26th of May the Sun 
riſes about four, and ſets about eight; therefore the 
day is 15 hours long, and the night eight. 


PROBLEM XII. 


To find the Length of the longeſi or ſhorteſt Day at 
any Place upon the Earth. 


Rectify the Globe for that place, bring the 1 
ginning of Cancer to the Meridian; ſet the Index 
to 12, then bring the ſame degree of Cancer to the 
eaſt part of the Horizon, and the Index will ſhew 
tie time of the Sun's riſing. If the fame degree 
b: brought to the weſtern fide, the Index will ſhew 

the 
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the ſetting, which doubled (as in the laſt Problem 
will give the length of the longeſt day and ſhorteſt 
night. If we bring the beginning of Capricorn 
to the Meridian, and proceed in all reſpects as be- 
fore, we ſhall have the length of the longeſt night 
and ſhorteſt day. "Thus in the Great Mogul's domi- 
nions, the longeſt day is 14 hours; and the ſhorteſt 
night 10 hours. The ſhorteſt day is 10 hours, and tl 
the longeſt night 14 hours, At Peterſburgh, the (t 
ſeat of the Empreſs of Ruſſia, the longeſt day is th 


To 


about 19 hours and an half, and the ſhorteſt night to 
| four hours and an half. Shorteſt day four hours 1 7 
and an half, and longeſt night 19 hours and an half. 00 
Note, In all places near the Equator, the Sun riſes fc 
and ſets at ſix the year round. From thence to ſ 
| the Polar Circles, the days increaſe as the latitude / t 
increaſes; ſo that at thoſe circles themſelves, the t 
longeſt day is 24 hours, and the longeſt night juſt 2 
the ſame. From the Polar Circles to the Poles, the c 
days continue to lengthen into weeks and months; t 


ſo that at the very Pole, the Sun ſhines for fix 
months together in ſummer, and is abſent from it ſix | 
months in winter, 

Mete, That that when it is ſummer with the 
northern inhabitants, it is winter with the ſouthern, 
and the contrary ; and every part of the world par- 

takes of an equal ſhare of light and darknels. 


PRO- 
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To find ail theſe Inhabitants to whom the Sun is this 
Moment riſing or ſetting, in their Meridian, or 
AJidnight, 

Find the Sun's place in the Ecliptic, and raiſe 
the Pole as much above the Horizon as the Sun 
(that day) declines from the Equator ; then bring 
the place where the Sun is vertical, at that hour, 
to the Braſs Meridian; ſo will it then be in the 
Zenith or Center of the Horizon. Now lee what 


countries lie on the weſtern edge of the Horizon 


for in them the ſun is riſing; to thoſe on the eaſtern 
ſide he is ſetting; to thoſe under the upper part of 
the Meridain it is noon day; and to thoſe under 
the lower part of it, it is midnight. Thus on the 
25th of April, at fix o'clock in the evening, at Wor- 
ceiter, the Sun is rifing at New Zealand; and to 
thoſe who are failing in the middle of the Great 
South Sea. The Sun is ſetting at Sweden, Hun- 
gary, Italy, Tunis, in the middle of Negroland, 
and Guinea. In the Meridian (or noon) at the 
middle of Mexico; Bay of Honduras, middle of + 
Florida, Canada, &c. Midnight at the middle of 
Tartary, Bengal, India, and the ſeas near the 
Sunda Iſles 


PR O- 
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PROBLEM XIV. 
To find the Beginning and End of Twilight. 


The Twilight is that faint light which opens 


the morning by little and little in the eaſt, before 
the Sun riſes; and gradually ſhuts in the evening 
in the weſt, after the Sun is ſet. It raiſes from 
the Sun's illuminating the upper part of the atmoſ- 
phere, and begins always when he approaches 
within 18 degrees of the eaſtern part of the Hori- 
zon, and ends when he deicends 18 degrees below 
the weſtern ? when dark night commences, and 
continues till day breaks again. To find the be- 
ginning of Twilight—Rectify. the Globe: turn 
the degree of the Ecliptic, which is oppolite to 
the Sun's place, till it is elevated 18 degrees in the 
Quadrant of Altitude above the Horizon on the 


_ weſt, ſo will the Index point the hour Twilight 


begins. To find when it ends—Bring the fame 
degree of the Ecliptic to 18 degrees of the qua- 
drant on the eaft fide, and the Index will point the 
time Twilight ends. Thus on May 16, at Lon- 


don, Twilight begins a little after one in the 


morning; and ends a little before 11 at night. In 
theſe parts we have no total night, but a conſtant 
Twilight from the zoth of May to the 2oth of 


July following, which 1s about 2 months. 
| Nite, 
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Note, The reafon we uſe the place oppoſite the 
Sun, in this Problem, and raiſe it above the Hori- 
zon, is, becauſe the Quadrant of Altitude is not 
long enough, nor graduated to 18 degrees below 
the Horizon. 


PROBLEM XV. 
To meaſure the Diſtance from one Town to another. 


Only take their diſtance with a pair of dividers, 
and apply it to the Equinoctial, that will give the 
number of degrees between them, which being 
multiplied by 60 (the number of geographical or 
computed miles in one degree) gives the exact 
diſtance ſought: or, extend the Quadrant of Alti- 
tude from one place to the other, that will ſhew 
the number of degrees in like manner, which may 
be reduced to miles as before. Thus the diſtance 
from London to Madrid is 11 degrees and an half. 
From Paris to Conſtantinople 19 degrees and an 
half, From Briſtol to Boſton in New England 
45 degrees, which multiplied by 60, gives 2700 
computed miles, Toh 

Nite, No place can be further from another 
than 180 degrees,—that being half the circum- 
ference of the Globe, and e the greateſt 
diſtance. 


Fl FP RI. 
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PROBLEM XVI. 
To find the Poſition, or upon what Point of the Cum 


paſs one Town or Country bears from another. 


Rectify the Globe to the latitude of one of the 


places, and bring it to the Meridian ; then extend 


the Quadrant of Altitude (it being fixed over that | 


place) to the other, and the end will point upon 
the Horizon the poſition, and thereby ſhew in what 
part of the werld it lies directly from the other, 
Thus, ſuppoſe it was required to know the poſition 
of Rome from London. The Globe being recti- 
fied, London brought to the Meridian, and the 
edge of the Quadrant of Altitude laid to Rome, 
you will find the end fall againſt that part ef the 
Horizon marked S. E. At the ſame time you will 
ſee (as in the laſt Problem) that the diitance is about 
13 degrees, or 780 miles. So that a bomb thrown 
from hence, 780 miles upon the ſouth caſt point, 
would fall exactly at Rome, and put the inhabi- 
tants there in great conſternation. 


PRO. B LEM XVI. 


To find all thoſe Countries in which an Eclipſe of the 
Sun or Moon will be viſible. 


1. Of the Sun: Find the place to which the 


Sun is vertical, at the time of the Eclipſe, by 
Problem 


” — | this of — * & 
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Problem 7th, and bring it to the Zenith, or top of 
the Globe ; then, to all thoſe places above the Ho- 
rizon, if the Eclipſe be large, will the Sun appear 
(part of it) viſibly obſcured. 2. Of the Moon: 
Bring the Antipodes, or country oppoſite *, to the 
place where the Sun is vertical at the time of the 
Eclipſe, to the Zenith or top of the Globe, and 
then the Eclipſe will be ſeen in all places above 
the Horizon at that time. 


PROBLEM XVII. 


To find the Diſtance of any Place in whoſe Zenith 
the Sun, Moon, or any Star or Comet is at that 
Time. 


Take the Sun's, Star's, or Comet's altitude with 
a quadrant in degrees, ſubtract it from go; the 
remainder gives the diſtance of the Sun or Comet 
from your own Zenith; which multiply by 60, 
the product will give the miles between you and 
the place in whoſe Zenith the Sun or Comet is at 
that time. Thus, ſuppoſe the height of the Sun, 
on any day, is about 37 degrees; then 37 ſubtracted 
from go, leaves 53 for it's diſtance from you ; 
which multiply by 60, gives 3180; and ſo many 


Note, The reaſon for bringing the place oppoſite the 
Sun to the top of the Globe is, becauſe the Moon is 


always in that poſition when ſhe is eclipſed, 
com- 
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computed miles it is to the place over which the 
Sun is at that time. 
Note, The Sun itſelf will point the way to it, 


PROBLEM XIX. 
To calculate the Circumference of the Earth, (that is) 
to find how many Miles it is round. 


A line going round our Globe, is ſuppoſed by 


mathematicians to be divided into 360 equal parts, 
called degrees; and each of thoſe parts are ſup. 
poſed to be divided into 60 other equal parts, 
called minutes. Now our countryman, Mr. Nor- 
wood, found, by accurately meaſuring from Lon- 
don to York in 1635, that one degree upon the 
earth's ſurface contained 69 and an half ſtatute 
miles; conſequently if the whole 360 degrees be 
multiplied by 69 one half, or 70, which is 
near enough, we ſhall find the circuit of the whole 
earth, in meaſured miles, to be 25,200. 

Note, Sixty computed miles make a degree, 
which makes the circumference to be but 21,600 
miles. 


-Þ.OROBL. EM. XX. 
Ta calculate the Diameter of the Earth, (i. e.) to 
find how many Miles it is through. 


It has been found by accurate menſuration, that 


if a circle meaſures 22 round, it's diameter will 
; be 


be 
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be exactly ſeven; i. e. the diameter is always a 
little leſs than one-third part of the circumference ; 
and this always holds true, be the circle bigger or 
leſs, Therefore, if we multiply the circum- 
ference of the earth by ſeven, and divide the pro- 
duct by 22, the quotient will give the diameter, 
or thickneſs ; and which, in this caſe, will be found 
to be 8318 meaſured, or 6172 computed miles x. 


Note, From theſe dimenſions of the earth we may diſco- 
ver that (iſt.) If there were a hole made through it, and a 
millſtone let fall into this hole, and ſhould deſcend at the 
rate of one mile per minute, it would be more than two days 
and three-fourths in coming to the centre; and being there, 
would remain ſuſpended. (ad.) If a man be deſirous of 
travelling round the earth, and ſhould go 20 miles each 
day, he would be three years and a half in completing the 
journey. (3.) If a bird ſhould fly round the earth in two 
days, ſhe muſt go at the rate of 525 (meaſured) miles an 
hour, 
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You have now, my dear Boy, travelled through 
every remarkable place of the known world ; and 
are, I hope, as thoroughly acquainted with the 
Geography of the whole earth, as you are with 
the town where you live; I ſhall, therefore, con- 
clude theſe letters with ſome inſtructive and enter- 
taining particulars, which, that you may remem- 
ber them with greater eaſe, I have thrown into the 
form of tables, 


TABLE 


— 1 — 
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The Proportion of the Kingdoms of Eurepe to Great 


Britain: Great Britain being accounted Unity or 1. 


Muſcovyy - 10 13 | Denmark, 
53 including 


Germany - 3 

. 6 
Sweden =» 3 66 2 3 3 
Poland — 1 390 land 
Turkey * o gal = 0 46 
Spain 4 I 81 | Spaniſh pro- 5 a fl 
France — ONT | Vinces ; 


Italy, includ- United pro- 
ing Sicily F '9 vinces 8 e 


Swiſſerland o 17 | Britain „ 1 


RXPLANWAT10-K 


Germany is to Great Britain as 3 53 to r, 
that is, three times as big, and a little more than 
a half. The United Provinces o 11, or a little 
above a tenth part as big; and ſo of the reſt. 


y L 2 TABLE 
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Diſtances of the chief Cities, &c. from London in 
Miles, 6g ene Half to a Degree. 


Eng. Miles. | Eng. Miles, 

Paris - 225 Prague 225 

. Rome - 950 Gibraltar 1160 

Madrid — 860 | Warſaw - 959 

Vienna — 820 | Stockholm — 970 

Copenhagen 610 | Dantzick - Soo 

Geneva — 460 | Conſtantinople 1600 
| Moſcow - 1660 | 


Diflances from Jeruſalem. 


_ Babylon — 480 | Damaſcus ESR F 
Nazareth — 80 Antioch — 30 


Samaria — 45 


From Dan to Beerſheba — - 249 


T A D I. 
The Founders of the Kingdoms of E urope. 


- 
X { Biſhop of Rome St. Peter 43 
4 Pope - Hyginus 154 
n Emp. of the Eaſt Galerius 393 


The 
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| 4. D. 
0 Emp. of Conſtant. Arcadius 395 
| Turkiſh Emperors Ottoman 1297 
Emp. of the Rom. Jul. Cæſar B. C. 40 

K. of Italy in 
empir - the | Odoacer 476 
2 Emp. of Germany Charlemagne 800 
tz K. of France Pharamond 420 
2 \ King of Spain Athaulphus 410 
— | King of Portugal Alphonſus 1139 
King of Scotland Ferguſius 332 
King of England Egbert 828 
King of Poland Boleſlaus 1000 
King of Denmark Olaus 816 
L King of Sweden Fro 816 


T: AD: LS © IQ» 


Longitude and Latitude of the maſt remarkable 


Places. 

Lat. Lon. Lat. Lon. 
Bergen N. 60 E. 5 Vienna N. 48 E. 17 
Stockholm 59 18 | Madrid 40 W. 3 
Moſcow 56 38 | Rome 42 E. 13 
Copenhagen 56 13 Conſtantinople 41 29 
Paris 49 2 | Prague 38 1 
Cracow “ 50 20 Dantzick 54 19 


L 3 Baſil 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
N 
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Lat. Lon. 
Baſil N. 48 E. 8 
Bruſſels 3 
Gibraltar 36 W. 5 
Smyrna 38 E. 27 
1 «40-26 
Jeruſalem 32 35 
Aleppo 36 37 
Rhodes 36 268 
Babylon 3 
Athens 99. 2 
Ida = 35 27 
Warſaw 52 21 
Alexandria 31 30 
St. Helen's S. 16 6 
Liſbon N.39W.9 
Naples 41 E.14 
Meſſina 38 16 
Carthage 20-0 
Nancy oo OR | 
Iſpahan 33. 9 
Agra 27 77 
Nineveh 36 45 
Peterſburg 60 30 
Bermuda 32 W. 63 


Lat. Lon. 
ſamaica 18 W. 77 
Tercera, chief 
of the Azore 
Iſles 39 27 
Siam 14E. 101 
Japan 36 139 
Formoſa 23 120 
Aſtracan 46 51 
Pekin 40 116 
Fort St. George iz 81 


Spitſlburg 73 23 
Archangel 65 39 


Bengal 23 89 
Venice 46-7 a 
Canton 23 113 
Leip ck 51 132 

Hecla 66 45 
Madeira Iſles 33 W. 17 


Barbadoes 13 59 
Ferro, one of 


the Canary 
Iſles 28 18 
Quebec 47 70 
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F 
Diſcoveries and Settling of Countries, 


A. 
AMERICA, firſt diſcovered by Columbus, OR. 11, 
1492; ſo named by Americus Veſpucius, 1497. 
America, North, firſt diſcovered by Sebaſtian 
Cabot, 1497; ſettled in 1610, 
Azores, Iſles, diſcovered 1449. 
B. 
Baffin's Bay diſcovered 1662. 
Bahama Iſles, diſcovered 1492; taken poſſeſſion 
of by the Engliſh, Dec. 1718. 
Barbadoes planted 1624. 
Bermuda Iſles diſcovered 1503; ſettled 160g. 
Braſil Ifles diſcovered 1496. 
Britain firſt diſcovered to be an iſland about 90. 
C. 
Caledonia, in America, ſettled 1699. 
California diſcovered by Cortez 1578. 
Canada diſcovered by Cabot 1499. 
Canary Iſles diſcovered 1446. 
Cape Breton ſettled by the Engliſh 1591. 
Cape de Verd Iſlands diſcovered 1449. 
Cape of Good Hope diſcovered 1487. 
Caribbee Iſles diſcovered 1595. 
Carolina dfſcovered 1497, planted 1670, 
Ceylon, 
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Ceylon, Ifle of, diſcovered 1506. 
Chriſtopher's, Iſle of St. diſcovered 1595. 
Congo, kingdom of, diſcovered 1484. 
Cuba diſcovered 1492, ſettled in 1511. 

| D. 


Davis's Straits diſcovered 1585. 
Deſeada Iſle diſcovered by Columbus 1494. 
Domingo, Iſle of St. diſcovered 1492 city found- 


ed 1494. 
Dominica diſcovered by Columbus, Nov. 3, 1493. 


E. 
Eaſter Iſles 3 1722. 
Eaſt Indies diſcovered by the Portugueſe 1487. 


Falkland, Ifles of, diſcovered 1765. 
Florida diſcovered by Cabot 1497. 
Forbiſher's Straits diſcovered 1578, 

| A 
Georgia colony erected by Oglethorpe 1732. 
Greenland was diſcovered in the reign of James I. 
Guadaloupe, Iſle, diſcovered by Columbus 1493. 


H. 
Hudſon's Bay diſcovered by Captain Hudſon 1610. 
I. | 


Jamaica diſcovered by Columbus 1494. 5 
Japan 
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Japan diſcovered 1549. 


K. | 
Kampſcatka diſcovered by the Ruflians 1739. 


L. 
Ladrone Iſles diſcovered 1521. 
Louiſiana, weſt of the Miſifippi, diſcovered by 
the French 1679. 


M. 

Madagaſcar diſcovered by the Portugueſe 1506. 

Madeira diſcovered by an Engliſthinan 1343. 

Maryland, province, planted by Lord Baltimore, 
at the expence of forty thouſand pounds, 1633. 

Mauritius, Ifle, diſcovered 1598. 

Montſerrat, in the Weſt Indies, diſcovered by 
Columbus 1493. 


N. 
New England planted by the Puritans 1614. 
Newfoundland diſcovered by Cabot 1493, ſettled 
1614. 
New Guinea diſcovered 1529. 
New Holland diſcovered 1628. 
New Spain, or Mexico, diſcovered 1518. 
Nova Zembla diſcovered 1553. 


ä O. | | 
Otaheite, or, George the Third's Iſland, diſcovercd 
June 18, 1765. | 
. Pen- 
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P. 
Penſylvania, Pen's charter for planting, 1680, 
Peru diſcovered 1525. 


Philippine Ifles diſcovered by the Spaniards 1521. 
Pitt's Straits, in the Eaſt Indies, diſcovered April 


30, 1760. 
Porto Rico diſcovered 1497. 


8. 


St. Salvador, or Guanihani, was the firſt land dif. | 
covered in the Weſt Indies, or America, by | 


Columbus, Oct. 11, 1492. 
Solomon's Ifles, in America, diſcovered 1527. 
Spain, New, diſcovered 1518. 
Somers' Iſles diſcovered 1303; named and ſettled 
1609, 


| To 
Terceras Iſles diſcovered by the Spaniards 1585. | 
Trinidad, Iſle of, diſcovered 1498. 


V 


Virginia diſcovered by Sir Walter Raleigh 1584 
the ſettlement of the firſt permanent colony | 


there 1617, 


W. 
Wieſt Indies diſcovered by Columbus 1492. 


TABLE 
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The following Scheme exhibits nearly the whole Race 
of Mankin1 computed to be now in the known 


Warld, taken from the beſt Calculations. 
GREAT BRITAIN contains 7 $06 


000 
Ireland — — EM 2, 600, ooo 
France — - - - 18,. 400, 000 
Spain - - - 7, 400, 000 
Portugal - = — 3, 600, 000 
Italy - - - 4, 100, 000 
Iſles of the Mediterranean — 2, 700, 000 
Germany - - 20, 600, ooo 

The Republic of the United 
Provinces, or Holland 3 
Auſtrian Netherlands - I, 500, oco 
tO en P.M 
Sweden — - — 3 300, ooo 
Norway — we — I, 600, 000 
Ruſſia — — — 17, ooo, 000 
Hungary — — — 5, OOO, O00 
Poland — — — 5, ooo, ooo 
Durkey in Europe — - - 18, 000, ooo 
Thus Europe contains — 124, 600, 000 
Aſia — — - — 450, ooo, ooo 
Africa - — 5 150, 000, 000 
America 7 —— 160, co, 000 
Total 884, 600, ooo 


If 
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If we reckon with the Ancients, that a genera. 
tion laits thirty years, in that ſpace eight hundred 
and eighty-four million, ſix hundred thouſand men 
will be born and die, conſequently about eighty 
thouſand, ſeven hundred and eighty-ſix will die 


every day. 


